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TITLE:
AN ACT in relation to authorizing the city of New York to sell real property consisting of vacant land owned by such city known as Bennett’s Lane in the borough of Brooklyn designated as Block 6362, Lot 100 on the tax map of the city of New York for the borough of Brooklyn and property consisting of vacant land owned by such city formerly known as Bennett’s Lane Brooklyn, Greenwood & Bath Plank Road, designated as Block 6369, Lot 125 on the tax map of the city of New York for the borough of Brooklyn

BACKGROUND

The New York City Charter generally prohibits the sale of City-owned real and waterways.  However, Section 383 provides that, in cases where a street or avenue has been closed or discontinued, it may be sold.


This legislation authorizes the City of New York to sell two tax lots that are the last remaining sections of Bennett’s Lane and Bath Plank Road.  In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, these roads connected the Town of New Utrecht to Coney Island.  Bennett’s Lane served as a railroad that carried passengers and freight to the beaches and depots of Coney Island.


After these lines were discontinued, the area surrounding the two roads was developed and nearly all of Bennett’s Lane and Bath Plank Road were built over by both residential and commercial buildings.  Today, these two lots remain undeveloped, surrounded by buildings that have used portions of the lots as backyards for their respective buildings.


This bill authorizes the City to sell both lots to any person or entity who, on the date of sale, own property that is adjacent to any portion of the said parcel, or to a trust that has been created by the adjacent property owners.  The proposed legislation also requires that, in cases where the parcel is purchased by individual persons or entities, these purchasers have occupied their adjacent parcel for more than ten years.  

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
This legislation will permit the City to sell two lots of unused land to either any person or entity who occupies a parcel adjacent to either of the lots described in the legislation, provided they or their predecessors in title have occupied that adjacent parcel for a period of more than ten years or to a trust comprised of such above described owners and entities.  The two lots have been vacant for the better part of one hundred years.  In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the lots were part of a railway line between the Village of New Utrecht and Coney Island.  Following the discontinuance of this railroad, the area surrounding the lots was developed with housing and commercial buildings, but these lots remained vacant, and portions of the lots have since been used as backyards by the owners of the adjoining properties.

FISCAL IMPACT:

See Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:
This legislation would take effect immediately.

