Attachment B to the Environmental Assessment Statement   (Proposed Int. No. 14-A)

This attachment reviews the various environmental criteria pertinent to environmental review and considers whether each is applicable to the action under consideration, passage of a local law regulating the placement, installation and maintenance of newsracks on the City’s sidewalks.

1. Land Use, Zoning and Neighborhood Character: The proposed action would not have any significant adverse impacts on land use, zoning or neighborhood character. The action would have City-wide application and potentially have effect in all neighborhoods of the City. Potential impacts to this criterion are discussed, on a generic basis, in Attachment A.  The considerations that apply indicate that the action would tend to have a beneficial impact to the aesthetic aspects of neighborhood character.

2. Socioeconomic analysis/displacement: The proposed action will neither have any significant adverse impacts on population or housing stock, nor will it result in the displacement of any area residents.  Regarding economic activities, the proposed action would not displace substantial numbers of businesses or employees in any areas of New York City.  It may cause some advertisers, publishers and distributors to relocate existing newsracks but, as discussed in more detail in Attachment A, there will continue to be substantial areas throughout the City to accommodate existing and relocated newsracks.

3. Community Facilities:  The proposed action would not result in significant adverse impacts to community facilities because it would neither physically displace nor alter community facilities nor would it cause changes in population that could affect the service delivery of community facilities.

4. Open Space and Natural Resources:  The proposed action would neither result in any physical alterations nor create any direct or indirect adverse impacts on open spaces or natural resources.  

5. Historic and Archaeological Resources:  The proposed action would not create any significant adverse impacts on historic or archaeological resources.

6. Transportation and Noise:  The proposed action would not generate any new vehicular trips, or affect public transit. As discussed in Attachment A, it may enhance pedestrian safety by eliminating newsracks that obstruct passage on the sidewalks.  The proposed action would not result in any new stationary noise sources or create additional noise associated with vehicular traffic. The action would not result in the creation of any new sensitive receptors such as new residences, office space or public open space near any existing noise sources. As such, the action would not result in any significant adverse impacts on transportation or create any significant adverse noise impacts.

7. Air Quality:  There would be no significant adverse mobile or stationary air quality impacts as a result of the proposed action.

8. Solid Waste:  The proposed action would not result in an increase in solid waste and would not affect the management of solid waste.

9. Waterfront Revitalization: The proposed action would have Citywide effect, including in areas in the Waterfront Revitalization Zone. There would be no adverse impacts on waterfront resources or the City’s Waterfront Revitalization Program.

10. Hazardous Materials:  The proposed action would not result in the generation, storage, or transport of hazardous materials.  The proposed action would not result in surface or subsurface ground disturbance.  Therefore, there would be no hazardous materials impacts associated with the proposed action.

11. Infrastructure and Energy:  The proposed action would not result in any infrastructure improvements or increase in energy consumption or affect the transmission or generation of energy.  Consequently, there would be no adverse infrastructure or energy impacts.
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