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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order.

          5                 We have on the agenda today a

          6  reappointment to the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

          7                 The purpose of the Taxi and Limousine

          8  Commission, pursuant to Section 2300 of Chapter 55

          9  of the New York City Charter, is the continuance,

         10  further development and improvement of taxi and

         11  limousine service in the City of New York.

         12                 Along with the promotion and

         13  protection of the public comfort and convenience,

         14  the further purpose of the Commission is to adopt

         15  and establish an overall public transportation

         16  policy governing taxis, coaches, limousines, and

         17  wheelchair accessible van services, as it relates to

         18  the overall public transportation network in the

         19  City.

         20                 To establish certain rates, standards

         21  of service, standards of insurance and minimum

         22  coverage, standards of driver safety of equipment

         23  and safety design, noise and air pollution and to

         24  set standards and criteria for licensing of

         25  vehicles, drivers, chauffeurs, owners and operators
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          2  engaged in such services.

          3                 The Commission, pursuant to Section

          4  2301 shall consist of nine members to be appointed

          5  by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the City

          6  Council.

          7                 Five of the said members, one

          8  resident from each of the five boroughs of New York

          9  City shall be recommended for appointment by a

         10  majority vote of the Council members of the

         11  respective borough.

         12                 Such members shall be appointed for

         13  terms of seven years, vacancies other than by

         14  expiration of a term shall be filled for the

         15  unexpired term.

         16                 The Mayor may remove any such member

         17  for cause upon stated charges. The Mayor shall

         18  designate one member of the Commission to act as a

         19  Chairman and the Chief Executive Officer.

         20                 The Chairman shall have charge of the

         21  organization of its office and have authority to

         22  employ, assign, superintend the duties of such

         23  officers and employees.

         24                 The Chairman shall devote his or her

         25  full time to this position, and as such, he or she

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  shall receive compensation. The other members of the

          3  Commission, however, are not entitled to

          4  compensation.

          5                 The candidate appearing before the

          6  Committee today is Elliot G. Sander for his

          7  reappointment as a member of the New York City Taxi

          8  and Limousine Commission, who will serve for the

          9  remainder of a seven-year term which will expire on

         10  January 31st, 2005.

         11                 The appointment of Harry Rubinstein

         12  will be filed pursuant to a withdrawal letter that

         13  was received, that we received in the Mayor's

         14  Office.

         15                 Mr. Sander, please come forward.

         16  Welcome, again, to the Rules Committee. It seems

         17  like yesterday but now I know it was over a year ago

         18  that you appeared and were appointed to the

         19  Commission.

         20                 Could you tell us something about

         21  your experience with the Taxi and Limousine

         22  Commission? And also, would you cover the effect of

         23  the new rules that were recently put into place, the

         24  effect upon the public and on the industry?

         25                 MR. SANDER: Well, thank you. And good
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          2  morning, and it is a pleasure to be here. It is a

          3  pleasure to be back in this room where my previous

          4  capacity as Commissioner of Transportation I had the

          5  privilege of appearing before the Council. So it's

          6  good to be back here.

          7                 First, I want to thank the Mayor for

          8  reappointing me to the Commission, pending your

          9  approval, and also I remembered as we have

         10  deliberated within the TLC, I believe it was

         11  Councilman Spigner's admonitions to me to remember

         12  also the Council's point of view of this,

         13  acknowledging that I was a Mayoral appointee, and I

         14  remember that, Councilman, and it still remains

         15  there.

         16                 I am very proud of the time that I

         17  spent filling out the term that I have since you

         18  approved my appointment to the TLC that has been a

         19  very active time for the TLC. I think that the

         20  package that we have implemented what is referred to

         21  as the Reform Package, that has been put into place,

         22  I think has been on the whole a positive start in

         23  terms of ensuring greater safety for our passengers,

         24  the people who we serve. There is no doubt that it

         25  was extremely controversial.
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          2                 The data is not yet in definitively.

          3  I think the preliminary statistics that I have seen,

          4  specifically to our two programs, critical driver

          5  and persistent violator, which got some attention in

          6  the press in terms of the number of points that a

          7  driver could accumulate for DMV violations or

          8  non-DMV violations, the people who would fall over

          9  the threshold that would be at risk, if you will, in

         10  terms of serving 30 days or being suspended,

         11  depending upon how many points they had gotten I

         12  think was a smaller number than people expected. But

         13  we need to watch over the next six months exactly

         14  how those numbers fall.

         15                 We have talked conceptually about

         16  whether it is the worst five percent, three percent,

         17  ten percent of the drivers who really are in that

         18  category of being unsafe, where we would not want to

         19  have our spouses or friends or significant others in

         20  the car with, and I think we are trying to get a

         21  real good handle on those people and I think there

         22  has been very good dialogue amongst -- within the

         23  TLC, which one of the Councilmen mentioned they saw

         24  on TV and saw the significance, Councilman Spigner

         25  was just mentioning that to me, there are very
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          2  significant issues.

          3                 Some of the debate that we had last

          4  week was whether some drivers in the past had not

          5  challenged points in the judicial system because

          6  they didn't think they would have implications and

          7  perhaps these drivers were good drivers and should

          8  not be penalized because they did that in the past.

          9                 One of the concerns that has been

         10  raised by members of the City Council in our

         11  conversations is are we thinking through the impact

         12  of the little guy. It was pretty significant. I end

         13  up taking cabs many times a week, maybe once or

         14  twice a day almost average, and I was very much

         15  impressed by a conversation I had with a driver

         16  about a week ago. He was a refugee, I have to tell

         17  you, a political refugee from Pakistan, who left for

         18  religious persecution between his sect and the Suny

         19  sect, and so I think we need to be mindful that some

         20  of our drivers do fall in these categories.

         21                 At the end of the day we need to be

         22  most concerned about the safety of New Yorkers as

         23  they are driven by our drivers, but I think we also

         24  need to be conscious of the implications of what we

         25  do to them, and so that is where I am.
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          2                 So, the bottom line, Councilman

          3  Povman, and Council, is that I think it is a good

          4  start and needs to be looked at very carefully and I

          5  think the data is extraordinarily.

          6                 Lastly, I am pleased that I think we

          7  have -- we started a dialogue with the industry and

          8  with the drivers, I think we had a positive meeting,

          9  I think it was last week, and I thought there was

         10  good dialogue there, and I think we have also taken

         11  actions under Chairwoman McKechnie-McGrath's

         12  leadership to have a better dialogue than has been

         13  the case.

         14                 I would say that that is my comments.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: As part of this

         16  reform, were there changes in the liability

         17  insurance requirements of the cabs, or was that done

         18  independently of that?

         19                 MR. SANDER: That was certainly one of

         20  the points, one of the 15 elements or 17 elements in

         21  the Mayor's package. I am not sure of what the

         22  latest component is. There was major concerns

         23  represented by the independent owners that that

         24  would cause them to not be able to pay for their

         25  medallions, that the economic implications of that
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          2  were significant, and quite frankly, I cannot give

          3  you the latest element, the latest news on that.

          4                 On that point, we are sympathetic to

          5  those issues, there was a very strong debate when we

          6  had the public hearing, the American Transit -- they

          7  call themselves I think the American Transit

          8  Association, the insurance company presented data

          9  and then we did, the TLC did its own review of that

         10  data, in terms of whether the accidents had gone up,

         11  gone down, and it is still being debated.

         12                 What the TLC is committed to doing,

         13  and as I get more experience here and participate

         14  more actively as a Commissioner, having gotten about

         15  a year and a half worth of experience, is to ensure

         16  that the data is looked at carefully by all sides,

         17  that we are objective and understand the concerns of

         18  the independent owners and what have you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: But I understand

         20  personally the requirement is that every cab have at

         21  least 100 to 300 coverage for liability.

         22                 MR. SANDER: Right.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And you are able

         24  to do that without going to the State Legislature to

         25  get an okay? Are you able to make that change
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          2  without going to the State Legislature?

          3                 MR. SANDER: That's correct.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Because the State

          5  has declared 2250 as being the basic minimum policy.

          6  I was surprised to learn that the City could on its

          7  own in regulating the taxi industry establish its

          8  own rates. It is interesting.

          9                 Driver education, geography of the

         10  City of New York, what has been happening with that?

         11                 MR. SANDER: I am very pleased

         12  Chairman McKechnie-McGrath asked me to take the lead

         13  amongst the Commissioners to look at that issue. We

         14  have put in place or are in the process of putting

         15  into place an 80-hour program, a significant

         16  increase, it was 48 hours from the six, I think that

         17  existed, but basically there is a much improved,

         18  much expanded driver education program. I think that

         19  it will result in new drivers being educated and

         20  informed about the City. I personally reviewed the

         21  entire curricula and we also shared it with the

         22  industry to see if they had any comments, as well as

         23  the other representatives of the drivers and I think

         24  the consensus is that this will be a significant

         25  step forward.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, just one,

          3  what I call housekeeping item, in the course of a

          4  very thorough investigation, they just came out with

          5  one item concerning your new residence, address, and

          6  updating it on your State driver's license. Is that

          7  being addressed?

          8                 MR. SANDER: It is absolutely being

          9  addressed. I am pleased to say that my family just

         10  moved about six months ago to Douglaston, near where

         11  I grew up, and not too far away from you and from

         12  Archie, where I grew up -- sorry, Councilman Spigner

         13  -- and so in the process of those moves, we are

         14  tidying up all of that stuff. But we will be

         15  addressing the location.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. Just let

         17  Stuart Goldstein know that it is done, okay? Because

         18  we would like to put the final stamp on our

         19  investigations, we would appreciate that. I am sure

         20  you know Stuart Goldstein?

         21                 MR. SANDER: Yes. And Mr. Goldstein

         22  and I have discussed that, and I believe he is

         23  actually giving us the form, if I am not mistaken.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         25  Spigner.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

          3  Mr. Chairman, and Mr. Sanders.

          4                 How often are you required to meet as

          5  a member of the Taxi and Limousine Commission?

          6                 MR. SANDER: We meet monthly for

          7  basically four or five hours.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Monthly for

          9  four or five hours.

         10                 MR. SANDER: Correct.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Okay.

         12                 As I stated in our conversation

         13  before the meeting, casually watching television I

         14  came across Channel 74 and there was a showing of

         15  the proceedings of the Commission. I was impressed

         16  by the extremely complicated serious issues that

         17  this Board has to address. And I was further

         18  impressed by the consequences that they have for

         19  those people coming, or having been summonsed or

         20  appearing for the Commission.

         21                 How much time does it take you to

         22  prepare for to adequately address those issues and

         23  make independent judgments, informed independent

         24  judgments as opposed to relying reflectively on

         25  staff recommendations?
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          2                 MR. SANDER: I would say a minimum of

          3  four or five hours a month, at a minimum.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Now, the

          5  reason why I ask this question is because I look at

          6  the opening statement by the Chairman where it said

          7  that the Chair of the Commission is compensated, but

          8  the members shall receive no compensation

          9  whatsoever, so you are putting in ten hours a month

         10  of quality time and you are not compensated for it.

         11  And just reading your resume, you are probably able

         12  to do this as the Director, that is your day job,

         13  right? The Director of the Center for Transportation

         14  Policy?

         15                 MR. SANDER: My day job is managing

         16  principal at Harris, but I spend a significant

         17  amount of time at NYU.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: You have a

         19  day job which allows you to do this?

         20                 MR. SANDER: Right.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I am

         22  concerned about the fact that we have a board that

         23  is a quasi-judicial body, rendering very serious

         24  decisions, revoking licenses depriving people of

         25  livelihood, and they are not being compensated for
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          2  it. And I don't know how healthy that is, that a

          3  board of this nature may very well not, because of

          4  the demand of time and the demand of interest,

          5  without compensation, I just don't know what kind of

          6  democratic or demographic or diverse body that this

          7  results in.

          8                 I am very much concerned about this

          9  as a public policy issue that all of these boards,

         10  particularly one with the Taxi and Limousine

         11  Commission, these people, with all due respect Mr.

         12  Sander, we are appointing Mr. Sander for seven

         13  years, seven years. Now, he is motivated to serve

         14  out of his desire to serve the public, but there may

         15  be others, and there may be others who would like to

         16  serve but can't serve because they can't afford to

         17  give ten, 12 -- and Mr. Sander is a fast learner, he

         18  has been years in Transportation, he knows

         19  Transportation issues, someone else may want to

         20  serve, it may take them 20. We give the Civilian

         21  Complaint Review Board members $250 per day. Well,

         22  that is really not a lot of money, but at least it

         23  is something that will open up that experience, the

         24  possibility of that experience to a whole economic

         25  class, a whole strata of New Yorkers now are
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          2  foreclosed from even thinking about serving on the

          3  Taxi and Limousine Commission or any other

          4  Commission and therefore they are not -- those poor

          5  people are persons who work as taxi drivers, and

          6  just by definition, I don't think very many rich

          7  people are driving taxis, are denied from being a

          8  governing body of their peers.

          9                 So, I am very disturbed about this

         10  composition and this concept in the TLC, as well as

         11  other bodies as well. I think Mr. Sander is a person

         12  who is above criticism, I have known him and he is

         13  an honorable person and no doubt that he will

         14  continue to conduct himself in an objective and fair

         15  manner as required, but the concept in general gives

         16  me trouble.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Well, we have

         19  this problem existing on quite a few boards, and I

         20  think we really ought to study the situation in the

         21  Council then make recommendations as to which

         22  boards, if any, deserve at least per diem type of

         23  compensation, because in many instances I don't know

         24  why commissioners in one agency are being paid and

         25  commissioners in another agency are not being paid
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          2  because they seem to have comparable workloads and

          3  comparable responsibilities. It has grown up that

          4  way, and I think that it ought to be looked at, and

          5  we will have our staff look at --

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I will

          7  co-sponsor the resolution in which you are calling

          8  for an oversight for this Committee on that issue,

          9  Mr. Chairman.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Right, I think

         11  it's a good idea. And I think it really is unfair.

         12                 I know, like Mr. Sander himself, if

         13  he was to bill his time, he would be a lot better

         14  off than being a volunteer on the Commission. But I

         15  think you do get paid expenses, if you incur any

         16  expenses or taxi fares or anything?

         17                 MR. SANDER: I don't think I have

         18  charged them, so I am not aware that we actually do

         19  that. Speaking solely for myself, having interacted

         20  a little bit with this issue, having been on the

         21  government side as a full-time employee, I am

         22  speaking just for myself and encourage you to take a

         23  look at that. It is not an issue for me personally.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Has this issue

         25  ever come up before any of the Commission meetings?
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          2                 MR. SANDER: Not to my knowledge.

          3                 I dealt with it when I was working

          4  for New York State DOT, where we had transit, were

          5  responsible for Transit for New York State and at

          6  that point, back then Governor Cuomo had recommended

          7  to remove all the stipends for anybody appointed to

          8  a state commission, so I had some familiarity with

          9  Board members to transit properties upstate who also

         10  were somewhat challenged by what had transpired, so

         11  I have a little bit of sensitivity toward that from

         12  that experience.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         14                 Council Member Freed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Chair.

         17                 And well, welcome. I, first, you

         18  know, was very privileged to work with you when you

         19  were the DOT Commissioner, I think you did a great

         20  job, and so I am thrilled to see you here today to

         21  have the TLC Commission renewed.

         22                 Although, in reading through this I

         23  noticed there was one conflict, potential conflict

         24  of interest that you didn't divulge, and that was

         25  that you were an avid bicyclist.
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          2                 MR. SANDER: You would identify that,

          3  Council member.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: What?

          5                 MR. SANDER: You would identify that,

          6  Council member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Right.

          8                 MR. SANDER: Having bicycled with you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes, always

         10  doing the bicycle ride every year.

         11                 One thing I was interested in, and I

         12  know the Chair asked you a little bit about some of

         13  the changing rules, and I am on the Council's

         14  Transportation Committee, and have, you know,

         15  obviously been attending the meetings and I would

         16  have to say I am glad that there are some

         17  conversations going on with the industry, and

         18  especially I think with the drivers, because having

         19  looked at some of this, I do believe there were some

         20  problems especially with the way that some of the

         21  new rules worked out with some of the double or

         22  triple fines that for a same transaction that some

         23  of the drivers were hit with. Because having read

         24  some of the information, it would seem that those

         25  drivers who have been driving for say over five
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          2  years have the best safety records and the least

          3  violations, and there I would think the drivers

          4  would want to keep the most, and yet one violation

          5  in some cases, or one incident, can actually trigger

          6  a loss of the license.

          7                 So, I would hope the TLC Commissioner

          8  would tend to continue looking at these.

          9                 And also the possibility of looking

         10  back at the question of leased, the leased cabs and

         11  going back to the old system to see if maybe the

         12  pilot program which I think was discussed at one

         13  point might be looked into, because I think that it

         14  might start to address the disparities I think

         15  between some of the drivers and the small owners and

         16  the large owners, and I don't know if you want to

         17  comment on that or if you think it is appropriate?

         18                 MR. SANDER: Yes, I will comment on

         19  that. We did have hearings on the leasing system. I

         20  thought that they were instructive. I know that

         21  there are some people who testified who felt that

         22  the Commission system that was changed in the late

         23  seventies I believe was the date roughly, was

         24  better. I also heard criticism of that.

         25                 I think we still are looking at that
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          2  issue, and I think we have an open mind toward it

          3  that we hear that experience and so on.

          4                 In regards to the points that I said

          5  earlier, we are monitoring that closely. My

          6  understanding is that with a critical driver

          7  program, it is only the points with a highest

          8  violation that counts. You don't -- to get one

          9  offense and you get wiped out --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes.

         11                 MR. SANDER: But we are watching these

         12  very closely.

         13                 What we have done is a significant

         14  change.  I think on the whole it has been very

         15  positive, but it certainly needs to be watched

         16  carefully and I strongly believe that we need to be

         17  working with everybody. Obviously the Council with

         18  your oversight responsibilities, as well as industry

         19  and the drivers, as I said earlier, we had a good

         20  meeting, the first meeting some time two weeks ago

         21  chaired by Commissioner McGrath, and that is the

         22  spirit in which I continue.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Great.

         24                 And one other thing. I guess I should

         25  point out that back in the seventies I actually
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          2  drove a cab under the old system.

          3                 The only other thing I think the City

          4  might look at, because like everyone else I don't

          5  want to see drivers who do break the law and who do

          6  cause problems, since I don't own a car, so I do use

          7  cabs a lot.

          8                 The other thing I would think we

          9  might want to look into is the possibility of better

         10  benefits, things like that. Because I think that

         11  also has a lot to do with, for the drivers I think

         12  it has a lot to do with long-term drivers driving

         13  and remaining as cab drivers for a longer term, and

         14  that might be one of the areas we might seriously

         15  look at as well.

         16                 MR. SANDER: Absolutely.

         17                 It is tricky because there is a

         18  philosophical issue about what the role of the TLC

         19  is. Do you really regulate it. Obviously we get into

         20  safety and obviously we have responsibilities to

         21  decide whether we want a leasing system or a

         22  commission system. But the issue of the wages of the

         23  drivers, it is a tricky issue in terms of how much

         24  the TLC should be directly intervening or not, and I

         25  think that is a long discussion and I am certainly
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          2  enjoying my education as I get to know the industry

          3  to come down myself about where we go.

          4                 We are aware that many of the

          5  representatives of the drivers have been saying that

          6  the compensation is too small and that is putting

          7  economic pressure on them to pick up more trips. We

          8  can't allow them to use that as an excuse not to

          9  drive safely, but we have certainly heard the

         10  connection they have articulated between the level

         11  of wages of some of them and the pressure they feel

         12  behind the wheel.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you. And

         14  again, I am glad that your term will be renewed and

         15  I think you are a terrific addition. I said, when

         16  you were DOT commissioner, you certainly knew the

         17  job well, you did a good job for the City and I know

         18  you are doing a great job in the TLC.

         19                 MR. SANDER: I appreciate it, Council

         20  Member.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         22  Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Good morning.

         24                 MR. SANDER: Good morning.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I admire the
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          2  time that you have spent on the Board and what you

          3  are doing. I agree with Mr. Spigner, something must

          4  be done about the compensation.

          5                 The thing that bothers me, and I am

          6  wondering if you have given any thought to it, the

          7  taxi drivers have no respect for the community at

          8  all. They will stop and pick up a fare in the middle

          9  of the street, they will cut in front of you. Isn't

         10  there something we can do to make them pick up on

         11  the curb and drop off at the curb? Does it mean

         12  because I can afford a taxi yellow cab, they have a

         13  right to block traffic and just pick up and drop off

         14  in violation of common decency? You know what I am

         15  talking about, you have seen it happen all the time,

         16  what do we do about that?

         17                 MR. SANDER: As a former Commissioner

         18  of Transportation, it is also a subject near and

         19  dear to my heart.

         20                 My personal feeling is that there

         21  should be a higher level of enforcement. I believe

         22  in the initiatives, and again, I cannot speak to

         23  this with personal knowledge, initiatives that

         24  Commissioner Safir and Commissioner Chapman have

         25  initiated in Midtown with, and I don't know if this
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          2  is what they refer to as zero tolerance, that they

          3  have focused on this issue as well.

          4                 In addition to the clear safety

          5  issues involved with that, it also creates traffic

          6  jams and back-ups and so forth.

          7                 Clearly, as a result of the reform

          8  package that we have approved, the incentives or

          9  disincentives to the driver not to do that, because

         10  they will get higher levels of penalties now for

         11  doing that is there.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Are they

         13  implementing those suggestions you made?

         14                 MR. SANDER: Because the penalties

         15  were increased, that those violations -- for the

         16  categories that those violations would apply to,

         17  there is now a higher level of disincentive for them

         18  to do that.

         19                 I believe we increased as part of the

         20  17 items in the threshold for points, that unsafe

         21  driving now has a greater penalty associated with

         22  it.

         23                 The primary agencies to enforce this

         24  are the Police Department, now also with the Traffic

         25  Enforcement Agents also with NYPD. But but if you
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          2  ask my own personal opinion as TLC Commissioner, I

          3  feel very strongly about that.

          4                 I would direct those questions more

          5  to Commissioner Safir in terms of the Zero Tolerance

          6  Program that they have put into Midtown staff and

          7  elsewhere, where I believe they have articulated

          8  publicly that that has a higher level of attention.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I just thought

         10  they might have come before you as a board member,

         11  because it is such a -- it is dangerous what they

         12  do. Total disregard for the public.

         13                 MR. SANDER: As a user I would agree

         14  with that as well.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you very

         16  much. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do we have any

         18  other questions of Commissioner Sander?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         20  Mr. Chairman.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Just one

         24  quick question?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We appreciate you
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          2  coming down here, and I understand --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: One brief

          4  question, Mr. Chairman.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Commissioner

          7  Sander, are you Commissioner?

          8                 MR. SANDER: Yes, we get that title.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Who is

         10  responsible for enforcing taxi and limousine rules

         11  at the airport, JFK and LaGuardia, particularly JFK?

         12                 MR. SANDER: We certainly do

         13  enforcement out there.

         14                 I suspect that the Port Authority

         15  police also do it as well, but we have some activity

         16  there as well. We have done spot inspections out

         17  there.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Do you

         19  enforce against illegal cabs at the airport as a

         20  part of TLC's responsibility, or is that Port

         21  Authority responsibility?

         22                 And specifically what I mean is

         23  solicitation of passengers by unauthorized,

         24  unlicensed and potentially dangerous persons

         25  offering services?
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          2                 MR. SANDER: I would again, speaking

          3  purely for myself and not for the Administration, I

          4  believe that both entities have jurisdiction.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: You believe

          6  that what, Sir?

          7                 MR. SANDER: Both entities, both Port

          8  Authority police and the TLC would have

          9  jurisdiction. My sense is that the Port Authority

         10  police would take the lead.

         11                 There is an issue within TLC of our

         12  limited resources and how we prioritize, and I think

         13  given the Port Authority's resources, they would be

         14  the lead agency.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Convey to

         16  your colleagues that if in fact it is an area of

         17  responsibility to TLC that it ought to be given a

         18  higher priority. It is disconcerting to me, as a

         19  seasoned New Yorker and traveler, to be solicited by

         20  rather uncertain looking people. I can imagine how

         21  challenging that can be for someone coming to New

         22  York for the first time or someone who is a

         23  non-citizen or just coming to our town. So, I would

         24  suggest that you convey that to your colleagues,

         25  please.
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          2                 MR. SANDER: I will convey that.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Hearing no other

          4  requests for questions, we are excusing you and we

          5  want to thank you for coming down this morning. And

          6  I apologize for the delay, which we tried to explain

          7  to you the best way we could.

          8                 MR. SANDER: I appreciate it,

          9  Councilman.

         10                 I have received the following

         11  correspondence signed by Jake Menges, Chief of

         12  Staff, to Gary Altman, Legislative Counsel, Speaker

         13  Vallone's Office.

         14                 "Dear Gary:

         15                 The Administration hereby temporarily

         16  withdraws the nomination of Mr. Harry Rubinstein to

         17  be a member of the Taxi and Limousine Commission. We

         18  will resubmit his nomination at a later date. Thank

         19  you."

         20                 Now, the other item on the agenda

         21  today I believe you have before you is a schedule.

         22                 This schedule is allowances of

         23  chairperson and officers of the Council whose

         24  allowances were deferred in January 1998 when the

         25  other members received additional stipends.
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          2                 Are there any questions from any of

          3  the members with respect to this schedule?

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Hearing none, I

          6  make a motion to approve the allowances of

          7  chairpersons and officers of the Council whose

          8  allowances were deferred in January 1998, as set

          9  forth in the document before you.

         10                 Now we will have a roll call, a

         11  coupled roll call.

         12                 MR. FERTIG: We are going to couple

         13  this M preconsidered on the allowances with M-452,

         14  the appointment of Mr. Sander. And we are going to

         15  couple for filing with the Rubinstein appointment,

         16  451, filed pursuant to withdrawal letter.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Right.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, aye. But

          4  let me temporarily explain my vote.

          5                 I would like to say some good things

          6  about Elliot Sander, who is somebody I know quite

          7  well.

          8                 I have worked with him and he has

          9  always been very responsive, and I think that he is

         10  highly qualified and should remain on the Taxi and

         11  Limousine Commission and is something that we should

         12  really be keeping close contact with, who has got

         13  all of the background that is needed. So, I am very

         14  pleased to vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Vallone.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of
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          2  ten in the affirmative, none in the negative, with

          3  no abstentions, all coupled items are adopted.

          4                 Please sign the reports.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you.

          6                 This completes the business of the

          7  Rules Committee, and the meeting is declared ended.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 12:15 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 20th day of January 1999.
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