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June 3, 2008
RES. NO 1388
By Council de Blasio, McMahon, Jackson, Brewer, Felder, Fidler, Gennaro, James, Koppell, Liu, Martinez, Mealy, Monserrate, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sears and Vann

TITLE:
A resolution urging the Department of Education and the Department of Sanitation to immediately implement school recycling programs in all New York City public and private schools.

.
OVERVIEW


On June 3, 2008 the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Michael E. McMahon, will conduct a hearing on Res. No 1388. This resolution calls upon the Department of Education and the Department of Sanitation to immediately implement recycling programs in all New York City public and private Schools

BACKGROUND


Recycling in our schools is mandated by the administrative code of the city of New York
.   The Department of Sanitation established rules for agencies to use to establish recycling programs
.  The Chancellor of the Department of Education, in September 2005 issued a regulation setting out a structure for establishing a recycling program in every department school and office building and for reporting the results of said programs to the Chancellor
. Despite all of these efforts only a handful of schools actually have recycling programs in effect at the present time. It is estimated that less than 10% of all designated recyclable material is recycled by the Department of Education.
 Implementing an effective recycling program in every school would educate students and encourage them to engage in recycling in their homes, which would ultimately raise residential recycling rates. Having schools recycle would add to the city’s recycling rates, save natural resources and save the City money.


This resolution calls upon the Department of Education and the Department of Sanitation to obey the law and regulations and establish recycling program in every school immediately.

� Administrative Code of the City of New York §16-307


� Rules of the City of New York §1-09


� Chancellor’s Regulation A-850
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