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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I am Helen Diane

          3  Foster. This is the Parks Committee meeting on

          4  community gardens. We've been joined by Council

          5  Member Letitia James from Brooklyn. Council Member

          6  Joe Addabbo was here, he will be stepping back in,

          7  and, of course, the Committee, the staff to the

          8  Committee.

          9                 Community Gardens are kind of near

         10  and dear to me, so I thought it would be a good way

         11  to start September in getting an update on where we

         12  are in the community gardens, what has been done,

         13  what we can do to ensure that part of the Mayor's

         14  plan and green space, that we preserve these

         15  community gardens, and make sure the community has

         16  the support they need to keep them thriving and

         17  access to the community.

         18                 We've been joined by Joe Addabbo from

         19  Queens. Good morning.

         20                 So, that being said, we will start

         21  with Assistant Commissioner Jack Linn's testimony.

         22  Thank you.

         23                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: Good

         24  morning, Chair Foster and members of the Parks

         25  Committee. On behalf of Mayor Bloomberg, First
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          2  Deputy Mayor Harris and Commissioner Benepe, I am

          3  Jack Linn, Assistant Commissioner and Senior

          4  Counselor at the Department of Parks and Recreation.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I'm sorry, excuse

          6  me. Do you have testimony?

          7                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: Of

          8  testimony? Yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Sorry. Here they

         10  come.

         11                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: It gives

         12  me a chance to change my glasses.

         13                 Okay. Now, with me today is Michael

         14  Schnall, Director of Government Relations. I will be

         15  testifying before you today on Community Gardens and

         16  the Operation of GreenThumb.

         17                 Parks and Recreation is the steward

         18  of almost 29,000 acres of land, actually we're

         19  29,025 right now. We're just over 29,000. Fourteen

         20  percent of New York City, including more than 4,000

         21  individual properties, ranging from Pelham Bay Park

         22  in the Bronx, our largest to the smallest, McCarthy

         23  Square in the West Village.

         24                 An important part of our work over

         25  the past 12 years has been the GreenThumb Community
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          2  Gardeners Program. 6,426 GreenThumb community

          3  gardeners. GreenThumb, a parks program since 1995,

          4  is funded by Federal Community Development Block

          5  Grants, which target low-income areas.

          6                 The largest community gardening

          7  program in the country, it has more than 500 member

          8  gardens, serving 20,000 City residents. GreenThumb

          9  services take the form of materials and technical

         10  assistance.

         11                 Mayor Bloomberg has led the way in

         12  his support for Parks efforts to advance community

         13  greening by reaching an agreement with the New York

         14  State Attorney General's Office to preserve nearly

         15  500 community gardens, while taking into account

         16  other important public needs, like affordable

         17  housing.

         18                 The majority of GreenThumb gardens

         19  were derelict vacant lots, renovated by volunteers.

         20  These community gardens now managed by neighborhood

         21  residents provide important green space, thus

         22  improving air quality, biodiversity and the

         23  well-being of residents.

         24                 The GreenThumb Program began in 1979.

         25  It was a response to the fiscal crisis of 1970s,
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          2  when a near bankrupt City assumed ownership of vast

          3  numbers of properties abandoned by the private

          4  sector.

          5                 The private owners had ceased

          6  maintaining the properties and had stopped paying

          7  taxes on them. For the City, this meant more

          8  property to maintain, but less revenue with which to

          9  maintain it.

         10                 Some members of the public, most

         11  famously Liz Christie, began throwing seed bombs

         12  over the fences of abandoned vacant lots in an

         13  attempt to sow wildflower meadows, replacing a

         14  landscape of debris and despair with one of beauty

         15  and hope.

         16                 Ultimately, the City decided to

         17  harness this impulse toward citizen action: through

         18  the GreenThumb Program members of the public were

         19  allowed to create community gardens on the

         20  properties which had recently come under City

         21  ownership.

         22                 The Council on the Environment of New

         23  York City, a privately funded organization within

         24  the Office of the Mayor play the role of mid-wife,

         25  the birth of the GreenThumb Program, and has
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          2  remained a partner to this day.

          3                 The benefits to individual gardeners

          4  of this new program, included exercise, friendship,

          5  and in some cases food. The benefits to the

          6  community were, one, that beauty replaced blight.

          7  Two, that green replaced gray, and three, that the

          8  social fabric of the neighborhood was strengthened.

          9                 The benefit to the City was property

         10  maintained at minimal cost.

         11                 However, the City's intent was that

         12  community gardens would be a temporary use of

         13  property. A short-term response to a crisis, and

         14  that eventually the property would be returned to

         15  private ownership and the tax rolls.

         16                 From time to time over the years that

         17  intent was challenged, most severely in 1998, when

         18  dozens of garden sites were put up for public

         19  auction.

         20                 The reaction, widespread and

         21  passionate opposition, demonstrated that many New

         22  Yorkers believed that the physical and social

         23  benefits of community gardens were enduring

         24  benefits. Valuable in good times, as well as bad.

         25                 The initial result was that Bette
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          2  Midler's New York Restoration Project and the Trust

          3  for Public Land stepped forward and were allowed to

          4  purchase and reserve 111 gardens.

          5                 The subsequent result in 2002 was the

          6  preservation by the Bloomberg Administration of 198

          7  additional gardens, by transferring jurisdiction

          8  over them to the Parks Department.

          9                 This result was codified in a legal

         10  agreement known as "The Garden Settlement" between

         11  the City of New York and the State of New York,

         12  represented by then Attorney General, now Governor

         13  Elliot Spitzer, who had filed a lawsuit during the

         14  previous administration.

         15                 The agreement allowed for the

         16  immediate development of 38 garden sites to meet the

         17  demand for new housing. The agreement also

         18  designated 114 garden sites as subject to

         19  development, pending further public review.

         20                 Most of those sites have now

         21  undergone that review, and the local community

         22  boards have endorsed their development for housing,

         23  some of which is already being built.

         24                 To those who follow these matters

         25  most closely, the facts are well known. What is far
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          2  less well known is that the collaboration between

          3  the City and the State Attorney General has

          4  continued, fine-tuning the list of sites to be

          5  preserved as gardens, and the list of sites to be

          6  developed for housing.

          7                 As a result, additional well tended

          8  gardens, which would have disappeared, have instead

          9  been saved, by being swapped for untended sites, so

         10  there would be no loss of housing units.

         11                 In the end, a good settlement was

         12  made better. That achievement was made possible by

         13  the tone and framework created by Mayor Bloomberg

         14  and Governor Spitzer. Of course, it was implemented

         15  by government employees most New Yorkers have never

         16  heard of.

         17                 People inspired by the example of

         18  their leaders, people who focused on the spirit of

         19  the enterprise, people determined to make the most

         20  of the opportunity, people not satisfied with good

         21  enough. The City workers I am speaking of are Holly

         22  Leicht and Mary Bolton of HPD, Edie Stone of Parks,

         23  and Chris Reo of the Law Department. Their work here

         24  was government at its best, both the will and the

         25  skill.
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          2                 What has happened since? First, we

          3  made physical improvements to many of the gardens.

          4  Investments which were not possible or not prudent

          5  at temporary sites. The improvements include new

          6  fences, new sidewalks and new signage. Those are all

          7  improvements which contribute to what real estate

          8  professionals call "curb appeal," which can affect

          9  neighboring property values. Those improvements also

         10  make the gardens appear more permanent, more

         11  park-like. In this regard, the Mayor's Office of

         12  Management and Budget has been quite helpful by

         13  making additional funds available for this work

         14  whenever possible.

         15                 Second, we increased the number of

         16  workshops we offer to gardeners who want to improve

         17  their skills. To increase workshop attendance, we

         18  scheduled the workshops for days when we were giving

         19  away seeds and bulbs and tools and other gardening

         20  supplies.

         21                 Third, we eliminated the requirement

         22  that gardens carry liability insurance. This allows

         23  the gardeners to devote more time to gardening and

         24  less to fundraising.

         25                 This was a difficult issue, and the
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          2  Law Department and the Mayor's Office considered it

          3  carefully before giving their approval.

          4                 Fourth, this year for the first time

          5  we are beginning on a small scale to use City tax

          6  levy dollars to support community gardens.

          7                 In the past, all of the funding for

          8  GreenThumb come from federal CD funds, but when

          9  Commissioner Benepe was informed that some of our

         10  gardens were no longer eligible for CD funding

         11  because of changing neighborhood demographics, he

         12  authorized the use of tax levy funds.

         13                 At this point we agree we have

         14  accomplished a great deal in the transition from

         15  temporary gardens to permanent ones, but challenges

         16  remain. First, we want to increase the number of

         17  hours gardens are open to the public. Public access

         18  is an essential attribute for a community garden.

         19                 The most frequent complaint we

         20  receive about gardens is that access is limited. But

         21  providing access can be difficult for the gardeners.

         22  The typical garden is small, providing space for

         23  only a limited number of active gardeners, most of

         24  whom must work for a living. So, their time in the

         25  garden is limited. And the gardeners, of course, are

                                                            13

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  reluctant to have the gardens open when they cannot

          3  be there. In some neighborhoods there is a real risk

          4  of theft or vandalism.

          5                 Our minimum requirement is that all

          6  gardens be open at least ten hours per week during

          7  the warm weather months from April through October.

          8  Some gardens struggle to meet the minimum. Many do

          9  much better. We are encouraging all gardens to do

         10  better even when that means accepting to do a degree

         11  of risk. Public access is that important.

         12                 And after all, most parks properties

         13  are regularly opened for many hours each week when

         14  there is no staff present. We accept the risk as the

         15  cost of doing business. Most of the time we do so

         16  without incident.

         17                 Our second challenge has to do with

         18  structures. Most gardens have at least one,

         19  typically a small storage shed for tools and

         20  supplies used in garden maintenance. Some gardens

         21  have additional structures, which facilitate

         22  legitimate social functions of a garden, a stage, a

         23  gazebo, caseta, a work of art, something else. All

         24  of these structures pose potential public safety

         25  issues, particularly fire or collapse. All must be
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          2  safe. That is not a subject for debate. There is

          3  nothing political or cultural about it. It is an

          4  absolute. During the past year we have conducted an

          5  inventory of all structures in gardens, using the

          6  Department of Buildings as our technical consultant.

          7                 Our goal is that all structures be or

          8  become code compliant. That will mean that some

          9  structures must be removed, others reduced in size.

         10  Still others rewired or dewired. Some of that work

         11  is in progress, some of it will take awhile, all of

         12  it must be done. We have offered to help with

         13  removals and with preapproved replacements.

         14                 A third challenge is to protect the

         15  gardens from construction next door. This one is

         16  somewhat ironic. We thought we had protected gardens

         17  from development, and we had protected them from

         18  development on top of them.

         19                 We had not anticipated the threat

         20  from the development next door. But that, too, is a

         21  consequence of what has become a very hot real

         22  estate market.

         23                 Some developers think the gardens

         24  must be protected with scaffolding, which of course,

         25  would destroy them.
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          2                 Other developers see the gardens as

          3  vacant lots which they should be able to use for

          4  excavating foundations, or for construction staging

          5  and storage. Some contractors and construction

          6  workers are just careless, and either drop things on

          7  the gardens or else undermined them and cause

          8  landslides.

          9                 In response to these threats, we now

         10  frequently dispatch PEP officers and attorneys from

         11  our Affirmative Litigation Unit to these sites to

         12  stop damage and seek redress.

         13                 A fourth challenge is to revitalize

         14  our school garden program. A combination of

         15  personnel changes on our side, and structural

         16  changes at the Department of Education, means that

         17  we must start over and reinvent the school garden

         18  program, and we must proceed more on a retail basis,

         19  school-by-school than on the previous wholesale

         20  basis dealing with the central staff at DOE.

         21  Although time consuming, this is worth doing because

         22  it fits with the larger issue of nutrition in

         23  nutrition education at a time when obesity,

         24  including child obesity has become recognized as a

         25  major social problem.
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          2                 The Department of Health has done

          3  some important work here, and we have a role to play

          4  as well through Green Markets, Harvest-Sharing

          5  Programs, urban agriculture and school gardens.

          6                 In closing, there is one final topic

          7  I should mention: the Land Restoration Program.

          8  GreenThumb has two divisions: one is Community

          9  Gardens, the other is Land Restoration, or LRP,

         10  which is much less well known. Land Restoration is a

         11  service GreenThumb provides to other City agencies,

         12  such as HPD, DCAS and EDC, which hold inventories of

         13  vacant land awaiting development. LRP cleans these

         14  lots, hydro-seeds them with wildflower mix and

         15  periodically mows them, creating neighborhood

         16  amenities where otherwise there might be illegal

         17  dumpsites.

         18                 I would be happy to answer any

         19  questions you may have at this time.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         21                 I have a bunch of questions, so I'm

         22  not going to go in any particular order just as

         23  things come up.

         24                 When you talk about, I guess what I

         25  found interesting, or that stuck with me, was on the
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          2  last page with the construction next door and how

          3  that can interfere with the gardens, and I know that

          4  I was very involved in my district to make sure that

          5  when we were dealing with the gardens that were

          6  slated for housing development and the whole

          7  Attorney General, if there was vacant property half

          8  a mile we could look to move the garden there, and

          9  my thought has been and is, if it's vacant lot half

         10  a mile, we can move the housing there and leave the

         11  garden where it is, since it's already there.

         12                 And to the Parks Department's credit,

         13  HPD, thankfully, I was successful in the district in

         14  getting a lot of gardens preserved where I needed

         15  them to be preserved, and we kind of worked around

         16  it.

         17                 Does the Parks Department actually

         18  map, if that's the correct word, community gardens,

         19  so when we start these construction projects, and we

         20  know that a garden is next door, that we are

         21  proactive if that's the case in reaching out to the

         22  construction or making sure that something is done

         23  so that we don't have that interference with the

         24  gardens?

         25                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: The
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          2  issue of mapping is an important one and I'm sure

          3  people will want to speak about it today. It is, I

          4  think only peripherally related to this issue, the

          5  construction damage issue.

          6                 The gardens are known, the guys doing

          7  the development, and by the way, this is a City

          8  agency problem, other City agencies like HPD --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Right.

         10                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: -- Have

         11  been wonderfully cooperative when they were building

         12  next door, but in a congested built city it's very

         13  difficult for any of us to do anything without

         14  bumping into someone else. And construction is no

         15  different than getting on and off of the subway,

         16  getting a bit to eat at lunch in the local

         17  restaurant, crowded spaces, there is inevitably some

         18  impact of any activity taking place on a lot next

         19  door. What we attempt to do is to minimize the

         20  damage that might otherwise be done.

         21                 The developers that I am talking

         22  about are people that, as I say, don't always see

         23  these things as anything other than opportunities

         24  where it makes their job easier, cheaper, if only

         25  they could use our land. Very early on we conveyed
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          2  to HPD and other agencies our attitude toward these

          3  things, our response was going to be no. The first

          4  words out of our mouth.

          5                 Now, that, of course, really isn't

          6  sufficient because without using our land, they can

          7  still do damage. And I mentioned scaffolding before.

          8  It's an excellent example. If you try to do

          9  scaffolding, and if you had visited our building

         10  recently, the headquarters of the arsenal, where

         11  we're doing a construction project, we have

         12  scaffolding on all four sides of the buildings

         13  sticking about 50 feet out from the side wall. And

         14  our building is about the height of the typical next

         15  door neighbor to one of our sites.

         16                 If you used a similar standard,

         17  however, the scaffolding would take the garden and

         18  several properties beyond that, if you felt that was

         19  your safety zone that you needed. The gardens, some

         20  of them are only, 17 feet wide I think is our

         21  narrowest. There are some 20 feet wide, there are

         22  some 50 feet wide.

         23                 Scaffolding just doesn't work. We

         24  don't allow it. Even in the interest of public

         25  safety, which is always what is raised by
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          2  contractors. They don't just want to scaffold the

          3  sidewalk in front, typical sidewalk shed, which they

          4  must do by law, they want to do it on the side in

          5  the garden. You do that for months and your garden

          6  becomes a mushroom garden. You can't grow anything.

          7  Not to mention just the damage of putting in the

          8  posts and whatnot.

          9                 So, what we insist on is needle beans

         10  and netting. What that means is overhead, not on the

         11  footprint of the garden, but overhead, they insert

         12  beans in the side wall of the structure that they

         13  are either renovating or building new and they hang

         14  protective netting from that, wire netting that will

         15  catch anything that a contractor, one of his workers

         16  might drop. He drops his hammer, it falls into the

         17  net, not onto the garden.

         18                 Those are the kinds of just ongoing

         19  sort of everyday issues that we are facing now, and

         20  I believe that they are essentially unavoidable. We

         21  can, as I said, be vigilant and we are. It's not for

         22  nothing that we send our enforcement people out, and

         23  better still, frankly, are returning. It's

         24  wonderful, the impact you have on somebody who

         25  otherwise --
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: When you send an

          3  attorney.

          4                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: Yes,

          5  can't speak English, doesn't understand your point,

          6  doesn't think he should comply when an attorney

          7  shows up and begins talking to him.

          8                 So, we've had a number of cases where

          9  people have made restitution or offered to provide

         10  amenities to a garden in return for some problems

         11  that their construction work might have caused.

         12                 But meanwhile the housing gets built,

         13  of course the City wants the housing. So, you have

         14  that balance in the public interest.

         15                 On the mapping thing, at the time

         16  that the settlement was made, it was crafted in a

         17  very interesting way. It was crafted as a

         18  partnership between government and gardeners and

         19  equal partnership.

         20                 The equality was very important. It

         21  was that the government would protect the land, as

         22  long as the gardeners gardened the land. There is

         23  some balance there. Some justice there.

         24                 The government commitment was not one

         25  inch more nor one inch less than that of the
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          2  gardeners themselves, so since that time the

          3  gardeners have totally controlled their own fate.

          4  Their own protection is them doing the thing that

          5  they love to do.

          6                 The focus has been on the activity of

          7  gardening rather than on the land. You don't deal

          8  with the land separate from the activity of

          9  gardening, and it's worked quite well.

         10                 The future, there are some

         11  interesting issues that come up. The first one, of

         12  course, is that the agreement which we are now

         13  living under, expires in 2010. Something interesting

         14  happens between now and then in 2009, which affects

         15  some of you. We will have an election, there will be

         16  new elected officials, and, God forbid, perhaps new

         17  appointed officials, dealing with these issues, but

         18  that will indeed occur.

         19                 One of the things that we know about

         20  the gardeners, they have a track record as

         21  organizers. And I would not be surprised if their

         22  voices were not heard during the course of the next

         23  election, concerning what they would like the future

         24  to be. Right now there is no threat whatsoever to

         25  any garden that is being gardened, and, frankly, I
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          2  don't foresee a threat in the future, considering

          3  what has happened.

          4                 The kinds of things that a neighbor

          5  might object to, in terms of having a garden as a

          6  permanent facility next door, the condition of the

          7  garden, we've worked on that with the gardeners.

          8  Much better today than it would have been in 2002.

          9                 Socially, the access issue,

         10  sometimes, I said people object, you can't get into

         11  the garden. We've been working on that one.

         12                 So, the gardens themselves inherently

         13  become less of a source of any reason for anyone not

         14  to love the garden.

         15                 The other side of this issue,

         16  however, and a couple of issues that I would just

         17  raise as considerations, that were considerations in

         18  the past and will be considerations in the future,

         19  there are really two. First is that the mapping of a

         20  piece of City property is a very costly and

         21  time-consuming thing. In a course of the typical

         22  year at the Parks Department, we might do a dozen

         23  mappings in a busy year. We're talking about 198

         24  garden sites. That's what, 15 years worth of mapping

         25  at the pace which we normally do? We, in fact,
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          2  couldn't do it. There would be some economies of

          3  scale. You don't have to do everything for each

          4  individual garden. You could bundle them. But some

          5  of the things like the surveys have to be done for

          6  every individual parcel.

          7                 So, it's very time consuming and you

          8  have to sort of judge what you get in return for

          9  what you put into that process. And the other aspect

         10  of this, from the point of view of the agency, is

         11  that the gardens, as terrific as they are as

         12  gardens, and that's the business we are in. We are

         13  gardeners, in essence, at the Parks Department.

         14                 These are not sites, for the most

         15  part that we would have sought out had they not been

         16  gardens to make part of the Parks system. And why is

         17  that? They tend to be very small, one-sixth,

         18  one-seventh of an acre typically. And they tend to

         19  be mid-block, so they're not very visible. Consider

         20  by comparison our playgrounds. The typical

         21  playground is an acre or better. Our smallest

         22  playgrounds normally would be a quarter of an acre.

         23  Below that it's really hard even to fit a swing set

         24  in in room for the safety surfacing and the safety

         25  corridor that you want around them.
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          2                 So, these sites, if the gardener also

          3  decided they wanted to do something else, they all

          4  took up, I don't know, snow skiing, no one wanted to

          5  garden anymore, just as Parks property, which we

          6  would maintain, you would have a relative lack of

          7  function, and you would have a relative lack of

          8  visibility. Our green streets, one of the most

          9  successful programs in the last 25 years, these are

         10  at visible intersections, so that thousands of

         11  people pass by and can enjoy them every single day,

         12  and those same people are providing a degree of

         13  security for them as well, because they see if

         14  somebody pulls up a truck, starts to steal a plant,

         15  somebody sees that.

         16                 Mid-block sites, you don't have

         17  either that kind of viewership in the positive

         18  sense, or that security viewing that helps to

         19  protect the site. So, these are not sites, as I

         20  said, we were searching, as we always do, for sites,

         21  we would not have chosen these, except for the fact

         22  that they function as gardens. That is what makes

         23  them valuable to the parks system and to the City.

         24                 So, in the --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Excuse me for
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          2  cutting you off. Maybe mapping was -- what I'm

          3  trying to understand is that somewhere in the Parks

          4  Department you have an accurate or somewhat accurate

          5  count of the community gardens that are out there,

          6  what status they're in. Like have there been

          7  community gardens that for whatever reason, just

          8  have been abandoned, and then you are left with now

          9  this parcel of land, with very small that's

         10  overgrown and either contact HPD, here, here's a

         11  plot, or that's what I mean, not necessarily

         12  somewhere officially mapped, but that you're aware

         13  that they're out there.

         14                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: Where we

         15  stand right now is that since 2002, we have not

         16  surrendered anything except under one circumstance,

         17  and it's the one that I described, which is the

         18  swappings that we did back and forth, quite

         19  consciously.

         20                 And what we got from HPD and I

         21  believe we received 36 sites from them and we gave

         22  them 38 sites. This was roughly equivalent square

         23  footage, although the site count was slightly off,

         24  and, of course, these were reviewed by the Law

         25  Department, reviewed by the State Attorney General,
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          2  to be sure that fair value was being traded back and

          3  forth.

          4                 What we got from them, and

          5  particularly in places like East New York and

          6  Brownsville, which would have been devastated

          7  originally in the garden settlement, a bunch of

          8  really nice gardens. We managed to say, you

          9  mentioned in your own experience the same sort of

         10  thing happening. What we gave back was not active

         11  gardens, less active than others, they were really

         12  unattended sites. Some of what we received in the

         13  garden settlement was really in the category of

         14  opportunities to garden, rather than active gardens.

         15  So, there is not a gardener who was protected by the

         16  settlement, who suddenly got unprotected to date by

         17  their failure to garden. Hasn't happened. Could it

         18  happen? Right now we've got maybe a dozen gardens

         19  that I would consider problem gardens that we're

         20  nursing along, but that has been our approach.

         21  Remember, we're five years in now. And, so, we have

         22  not been quick to count people out and say you're

         23  out of here. It's not what we want to do. We want

         24  gardens to succeed. That's why we have these

         25  workshops. I say we triple the number of workshops
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          2  since 2002. 2002 had 16 that year. The last two

          3  years we had 46 each year. This is to help the

          4  gardeners get better at gardening. You know, so

          5  everything that we can do we're trying to do to

          6  preserve these sites as gardens.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I'm sorry. Do you

          8  have situations where another agency may say here,

          9  we have this parcel of land and it looks good for a

         10  community garden, where then you come in and maybe

         11  recruit or find gardeners? Or is it the case that

         12  most of the gardens, community gardens that are in

         13  place, have been in place for awhile?

         14                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN:

         15  Remember, in 2002 there was a very thorough review

         16  of all the sites. So that all the action has been on

         17  those sites that had already been addressed. And I

         18  said there had been a little bit of swapping back

         19  and forth, 90 percent, however, that agreement

         20  remained because it was well crafted. We've been

         21  nibbling around the edges. That may be ten percent

         22  of the sites where there has been a little bit of

         23  trading back and forth. But I don't recall in the

         24  last five years anyone yet coming forward with a

         25  site that they offered new into the mix.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I just have a few

          3  more questions. And it just went out of my head that

          4  quick, so I'll just go to the second one. How much

          5  do the community gardens play a role in, you know,

          6  PlaNYC, in you're describing that they are small, so

          7  when we talk about ten-minute park and we're

          8  including playgrounds, school playgrounds, I would

          9  assume that community gardens do not fall into that

         10  criteria because they're so small, how do they then

         11  play a role in PlayNYC with this outreach program

         12  that we want to do?

         13                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: In

         14  specific terms they don't. The standard, and it was

         15  one that I set myself, I happened to be the person

         16  doing this analysis, to be considered as part of our

         17  Active Recreation Initiative, we were looking for

         18  sites that were at least a quarter of an acre,

         19  precisely because it was active recreation we were

         20  seeking, we wanted to be able to have playgrounds

         21  for children, and that was the genesis of the School

         22  Yards Initiative that we're pursing now.

         23                 The other large active recreation

         24  piece was regional parks, and it was land that we

         25  had identified as being undeveloped, currently in
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          2  our inventory, places like Soundview, many, many

          3  acres, never developed, Dryer Rothman (phonetic) in

          4  Brooklyn, many, many acres never developed. Those

          5  are being developed now.

          6                 Sites of this size were certainly

          7  part and are part of the overall greening goal of

          8  the City. They do provide part of the City's lungs,

          9  and we will be, as part of our Tree Planting

         10  Initiative, over the course of last year, we counted

         11  other things than structures, we also counted tree

         12  pits, and found 541 opportunities on the perimeters

         13  of gardens, the sidewalk perimeters, 541 spots where

         14  we could plant street trees, and those sites we have

         15  submitted to our Forestry Division, and as you know,

         16  we're out to plant an awful lot of trees in coming

         17  years, these sites will be included in those.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: This is the

         19  question I forgot. How do you deal with the public

         20  access, the minimum of ten hours a week? And I would

         21  assume, if I were a gardener and I had a garden that

         22  I'm growing vegetables, or created a nice flower

         23  bed, of course there would want to be that need to

         24  preserve it, and having it open and, you know, I'm

         25  strolling down the street, no, look, let me go pluck
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          2  flowers, or there seems there would need to be a

          3  balance. How has that worked, or is it working?

          4                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: Yes, I

          5  think it is working. What we've done so far is

          6  simply to use the bully-pulpet on this one. You

          7  know, there was a conference in the spring where I

          8  was the keynote speaker, and it was one of the

          9  points that I made to the assembled community

         10  gardeners that we wanted them to do their very level

         11  best to increase their hours. I could have stood up

         12  and said from this moment forward it will be 20

         13  hours a week, instead of ten, whatever number one

         14  would pull out of a hat. We didn't want to do that,

         15  because of what you mentioned, that in some gardens

         16  it is extremely difficult to do, it is risky to do.

         17  And we want to deal with the gardeners in a

         18  sensitive way, and individual gardens vary in both

         19  their own capacity and their risk, when it comes to

         20  adding hours.

         21                 So, everyone understands, I believe

         22  at this point, that we want them to do the maximum

         23  number of hours that are reasonable in their

         24  particular situation.

         25                 We may reach a point where we'll
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          2  decide that we really should offer a new minimum

          3  number, and I would think if we did it would

          4  probably be something like 20 hours a week. I am

          5  going to be slow to do that until we hear more from

          6  the gardeners where they will tell us how reasonable

          7  or not it is in their particular case, and even if

          8  it means that we have a standard that we announce

          9  and expect generally to be followed, if there are

         10  reasons for cause why there should be an exception

         11  in a particular case, I'd be inclined to make that

         12  exception, if I'm dealing with people of goodwill,

         13  and good intentions. They're not just people who

         14  really want a private site that no one can ever

         15  visit. Which is why driving around the City is

         16  really an interesting enterprise, particularly on

         17  the weekends.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I think this will

         19  be my last question, because I'm really interested

         20  to hear from some of the gardeners as to their, you

         21  know, issues, concerns, and make sure that as much

         22  as possible we're on the same page.

         23                 I have a Parks Committee at my office

         24  that meets monthly and I know we're forever calling

         25  on the Parks Department and looking for supplies and
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          2  support; how much support is available to what I

          3  will call, you know, more seasoned community

          4  gardeners, and then to the rookies, or people that

          5  are coming in and just, you know, trying to get

          6  their hands in the dirt?

          7                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: There's

          8  a wide range of things that we can do to be helpful,

          9  whether it's the rookie or the veteran.

         10                 We can deliver in bulk things like

         11  top soil. We can deliver compost. We can deliver

         12  woodchips. We can provide seeds, we can provide

         13  bulbs, we can provide hand tools, we can provide

         14  storage sheds. And I've indicated before, a lot of

         15  the structures that are currently in gardens, really

         16  were homemade. It was the local handyman or maybe a

         17  group of them got together and constructed

         18  something. Some were better than others. But what

         19  we're trying to get people to do today, if they had

         20  difficulty making their structure code compliant,

         21  that we will help them acquire one that is in some

         22  catalogue off the shelf that we know to be fully

         23  code compliant because of its size and materials and

         24  then you just have to worry about where on the site

         25  do you put it.
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          2                 So, we can help with things that

          3  large and as small as one bulb. We can't necessarily

          4  help anybody at the same time, but over a period of

          5  time.

          6                 We are helping people with rainwater

          7  harvesting systems, where you literally capture the

          8  water from the roof of the willing landlord next

          9  door, and you put it in a big tank on the site,

         10  either above ground or below ground, to protect you

         11  against drought conditions. Solar lighting so that

         12  you have, first, it's just nice if you want to be in

         13  the garden at night, you've got some nice soft

         14  light, but it's also a security issue, if you're

         15  walking by, better chance, or if the police are

         16  driving by, better chance of seeing mischief that

         17  might be taking place in the garden.

         18                 But those are physical things. There

         19  are also services like this year we are doing a

         20  contract for rodent extermination. A big problem,

         21  not unique to gardens, big problem everywhere in

         22  this City. It's a problem in Central Park, it's a

         23  problem, wherever humans congregate rats do too, so

         24  that kind of a service we are providing to people.

         25                 I mentioned all of the workshops. It
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          2  is a vast array of things that you can learn. You

          3  can learn how to create a coy pond, you can learn

          4  how to grow shade resistant plants, whatever topic

          5  might be particularly relevant to either your

          6  interests or the physical nature of your particular

          7  garden, we probably have a workshop that can cover

          8  that. So, whether rookie or veteran, there are

          9  things that we can do and will do and, of course,

         10  this business of negotiating with the bad guy next

         11  door, should he turn out to be a bad guy, we do that

         12  one, too.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: How does it work,

         14  say I'm new to an area and I want to join in or

         15  start gardening? Do I go to the Parks Department, do

         16  I go to the gardeners? How does one gain access? Or

         17  is it kind of like, you know, a fraternity or a

         18  sorority and you have to be pledged first before you

         19  can get into the garden?

         20                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: And

         21  there's a secret handshake?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Right.

         23                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LINN: No, two

         24  scenarios. One, you move into an area, you have the

         25  interest, you don't see a site. Typically you call
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          2  3-1-1, you get referred to GreenThumb, and they will

          3  tell you the site nearest to where you are, which

          4  may not be close enough to interest you.

          5                 The more common thing is, you move on

          6  to a block that already has a community garden and

          7  you want to participate.

          8                 If your desire is to have a plot,

          9  that is you want to have your own plot where you

         10  grow, where you want to grow, some gardens can

         11  accommodate that, some can't. Some are sort of

         12  botanic gardens, they're park-like and it's a common

         13  landscape. In other cases, they are very much like

         14  little farms. There are farm gardens where everyone

         15  has their own individual plot and some have a little

         16  of both.

         17                 So, you may end up on a waiting list

         18  for a plot of your own, if that is your goal, until

         19  somebody moves out of a neighborhood and goes some

         20  place else, and then maybe your number pops up.

         21                 The typical garden has a set of

         22  bylaws, which determine those people who can't

         23  actively participate. You, as a resident of the

         24  block, you as not even a resident of the block, but

         25  just walking down the street, should have, during
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          2  any open hours of the garden, the right to enter the

          3  garden, sit down, enjoy yourself. If you've got a

          4  kid with you and they've got a little lawn, your kid

          5  can run around. To be considered a member of the

          6  garden, someone who votes on the decisions the

          7  garden makes, such as do we want a formal landscape,

          8  or do we want sort of a natural bio landscape - big

          9  issue for gardeners. Those kind of voting rights

         10  normally have a condition, some indication of

         11  commitment to the garden. It may be a number of

         12  hours per week or per month, that you volunteer

         13  during the course of a period of time, which is sort

         14  of like your probation time. And at the end of that

         15  period is when you would become a full member.

         16                 There is from garden to garden a

         17  craft their own bylaws, we give them general

         18  guidelines as to what proper bylaws are. None can

         19  be, you know, exclusive of people, but it's not

         20  unreasonable to have some standards for achieving

         21  full-fledged membership. You're all involved in

         22  politics, and very common years ago when I was

         23  active in such things, when people would try to

         24  seize control of a political organization by signing

         25  up everyone they know for the price of membership,
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          2  it's, you know, to come and vote for an endorsement,

          3  the candidates at one particular moment. But these

          4  were people committed to the organization. You don't

          5  what that in the gardens either. You want something

          6  that has stability, that endures, and basically I

          7  think most of them strike a pretty good balance

          8  there.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Great. Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 I know, Mike, you'll be staying. I'm

         12  interested to hear, like I said, from the other end.

         13  So, thank you, Commissioner, and that's it for right

         14  now.

         15                 Our next panel -- you can tell we're

         16  with gardeners, you don't usually get applause after

         17  you testify, so that's pretty good.

         18                 We have a lot of people signed up, so

         19  if I speed you along, it's only because I want to

         20  give everybody the opportunity to be heard.

         21                 Our next panel is going to consist of

         22  Amy Gavaris of New York Restoration Project. Julie

         23  Lawrence, Bronx Land Trust, and Joel Kupferman, New

         24  York Environmental Law and Justice Project.

         25                 If you have testimony, hand it to
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          2  Nick and he'll hand it out to us. Thank you.

          3                 Okay, you can start where you're

          4  ready. After you finish greeting each other.

          5                 MS. GAVARIS: Good morning. My name is

          6  Amy Gavaris, New York Restoration Project. I'm happy

          7  to be here today on behalf of Bette and our

          8  Executive Director Drew Becher, who could not be

          9  here. Thank you for providing us the opportunity to

         10  speak today. NYRP is most grateful for the City

         11  Council's ongoing support of our work, and fully

         12  supports Council Member Foster's resolution to

         13  preserve GreenThumb Gardens and set aside additional

         14  land to be developed as community gardens.

         15                 As you may know, the New York

         16  Restoration Project is a non-profit organization

         17  founded by Bette Midler, and dedicated to

         18  reclaiming, reforesting, and restoring parks,

         19  community gardens and open space in impoverished

         20  neighborhoods throughout New York City.

         21                 In 1999, we joined a consortium of

         22  foundations and concerned citizens and helped save

         23  114 community gardens, which were threatened by sale

         24  of the City of New York to commercial developers.

         25                 We then purchased 60 of the gardens
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          2  most in need of clean up and restoration, and

          3  created a land trust to ensure that they remained

          4  open space in perpetuity.

          5                 To help stabilize these vital

          6  community resources, we are fully restoring each

          7  garden by bringing innovative design solutions to

          8  meet local needs.

          9                 Over the past eight years, we have

         10  fully restored a number of gardens, which have also

         11  been endowed to support their upkeep in perpetuity.

         12                 We also provide ongoing support to

         13  local gardeners in the form of plant materials,

         14  educational and horticultural workshops.

         15                 Overwhelming evidence demonstrates

         16  the benefits of plentiful open green spaces like

         17  parks and gardens. They improve our physical and

         18  psychological health, strengthen our communities,

         19  and make our city and its neighborhoods more

         20  attractive places to live and work.

         21                 NYRP's community gardens act as

         22  "village greens" by providing a public green space

         23  for relaxation, recreation, and community gatherings

         24  in neighborhoods where concrete is the norm. Our

         25  gardens are a sub-park system that help ensure that
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          2  everyone, especially those living in densely

          3  populated areas, has access to nature and to vibrant

          4  and well-designed open space.

          5                 We look forward to continuing our

          6  partnership with the City Council on future greening

          7  initiatives and thank you for your attention today.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

          9                 MS. LAWRENCE: Good morning,

         10  Councilwomen Foster, and members of the Parks

         11  Committee. We are grateful, again, for providing

         12  this opportunity this morning.

         13                 The benefits of gardens are many --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Can you say your

         15  name and affiliation for the record, please?

         16                 MS. LAWRENCE: I sorry. Yes, sure.

         17                 Julie Lawrence, from the Bronx Land

         18  Trust. I'm the Executive Director of the Bronx Land

         19  Trust, and joined by my Board member Tara Stand, who

         20  is in the audience.

         21                 The benefits of gardens are many, and

         22  your support of our work is critical to meeting the

         23  food, recreation and open space needs of all New

         24  Yorkers.

         25                 The Bronx Land Trust supports,
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          2  maintains and will soon own 18 gardens in the Bronx.

          3  Working with our sister organizations, the Manhattan

          4  Land Trust and the Brooklyn Queens Land Trust, as

          5  well as New York Restoration Project, which is

          6  another sister organization, the borough-based land

          7  trust represent nearly 70 gardens in four boroughs,

          8  preserves since the 1999 New York City garden

          9  crisis, by the Trust for Public Land.

         10                 The three land trusts are led by

         11  gardeners, and this is something that's different

         12  from any other organization in the City, they are

         13  led by gardeners and community folks in each of our

         14  boroughs and our ranks number nearly 700 active

         15  gardeners Citywide in our gardens.

         16                 Our gardens and those around the City

         17  were established by our members and fellow gardeners

         18  as early as 40 years ago. They now serve as models

         19  of community gardening throughout the world. Gardens

         20  are now being established in Berlin, Boznia and

         21  Herzigovina, Budapest and South Africa, to name a

         22  few, where they serve as centers of healing and

         23  peace.

         24                 The Land Trusts are unique in that

         25  our gardens are privately owned and considered to be
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          2  preserved in perpetuity. According to the terms of

          3  the 1999 settlement agreement, many City-owned

          4  gardens were only temporarily protected and are now,

          5  in fact, susceptible to intense development

          6  pressures in quickly gentrifying neighborhoods,

          7  precisely those neighborhoods which were stabilized

          8  by the efforts of community gardeners.

          9                 The gardens that we work in and our

         10  volunteers have created provide:

         11                 - access to badly-needed open space

         12  in New York City's lowest-income neighborhoods,

         13  those most under-served by the traditional park

         14  system.

         15                 - fresh, nutritional food in

         16  neighborhoods with few well-stocked grocery or other

         17  stores.

         18                 - community created and supported

         19  projects, such as food pantries, farmers markets,

         20  and children's educational programs.

         21                 - a citizen-based sweat equity

         22  solution to inadequate Citywide park resources.

         23                 - a quiet, restorative oasis in the

         24  urban environment for youth, adults and elders alike

         25  to share the beauty and wonders of nature.

                                                            44

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 As City Council Parks Chair and a

          3  Bronx resident, it was inspiring to see you,

          4  Councilwoman Foster, receive an award from the New

          5  York City Community Garden Coalition this spring in

          6  Harlem. We ask that you continue your longstanding

          7  efforts and lead the Parks Committee and City

          8  Council to advocate for and support community

          9  gardens, particularly those which are now endangered

         10  throughout the City.

         11                 The Bronx Land Trust looks forward to

         12  participating in those efforts with you, your fellow

         13  Council members and our fellow community gardeners

         14  for years to come.

         15                 MR. KUPFERMAN: Joel Kupferman, from

         16  the New York Environmental Law and Justice Project,

         17  and also the National Lawyers Guild, the

         18  Environmental Justice Committee.

         19                 We commend your action for proposing

         20  resolution calling upon the Mayor of the City of New

         21  York to preserve the existing GreenThumb Community

         22  Gardens and to set aside more parkland, open space

         23  and vacant lots to be developed as permanent

         24  GreenThumb Community Gardens.

         25                 As an environmental lawyer that has
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          2  advocated for and represented the Community Garden

          3  Movement, I speak with personal experience and

          4  witnessed the myriad of benefits that these gardens

          5  offer.

          6                 One of the saddest days of my life as

          7  a community attorney and a New Yorker was the day

          8  that Esperanza Garden was bulldozed in the Lower

          9  East Side. But now many of us have grown older and

         10  wiser, and I hope stronger. Today and tomorrow

         11  hundreds of countries' leaders and non-profit

         12  organizations are meeting at and near the United

         13  Nations with global warming being a major topic of

         14  discussion and concern.

         15                 What better way than for City Council

         16  to help fight against global warming by preserving

         17  these green oases in the midst of heat sink in New

         18  York City?

         19                 Over 70 parks are now using

         20  artificial turf, areas that face 160 degrees in the

         21  summer. And that is costing the City millions of

         22  dollars, let alone the loss of vegetation,

         23  especially the veteran trees.

         24                 Community gardens contain many of

         25  these veteran trees, the old veteran trees found in
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          2  New York City, whose ecological benefit are

          3  exponential. I am attaching a study conducted by the

          4  United States Forest Service, Urban Station,

          5  comparing the ecological value that old veteran

          6  trees have to newly planted saplings.

          7                 For many New Yorkers these community

          8  gardens are the only refuge from the heat, the dust,

          9  the dank and the din of urban life.

         10                 And I'm going to give you three

         11  pages, and just I don't want to take too much of

         12  your time, but it's really important to point out

         13  that these existing trees that are there that are

         14  providing the most benefit, and this is right from

         15  the USDA Park Service, "Urban vegetation could

         16  directly and indirectly affect local and regional

         17  air quality by altering the urban atmosphere

         18  environment."

         19                 1) Temperature reduction. Tree

         20  transpiration (phonetic) and tree canopies affect

         21  air temperature, radiation absorption, heat storage,

         22  wind speed, relatively humidity, turbulence, surface

         23  roughness and consequently, the evolution of mixing

         24  layer height.

         25                 Maximum midday air temperature

                                                            47

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  reductions due to trees in a range of 0.4 centigrees

          3  (phonetic) to 0.2 centigrees percent canopy

          4  increase.

          5                 Reduced air temperature due to trees

          6  can improve air quality because the emission, many

          7  pollutants in ozone forming chemicals are

          8  temperature dependent.

          9                 Removal of air pollution. Large

         10  healthy trees greater than 77 centimeters in

         11  diameter receive approximately 70 times more air

         12  pollution annually than trees that are much smaller.

         13                 Short-term improvements in air

         14  quality just one hour from pollution removal from

         15  trees with as high as 15 percent for ozone, 14

         16  percent for sulfur dioxide, 13 percent for

         17  particulate matter, eight percent for nitrogen

         18  oxide, and 0.5 percent for carbon monoxide. Trees in

         19  parking lots could also affect evaporative emissions

         20  from vehicles, particularly through tree shade. So,

         21  especially in community gardens surrounded by

         22  parking areas and street traffic, we have a lot of

         23  benefits there.

         24                 Energy affects on buildings. Not only

         25  is the affect on the garden itself, but the

                                                            48

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  surrounding buildings. Trees reduce building energy

          3  use by lowering temperatures and shading buildings

          4  during the summer and blocking winds in winter.

          5                 The cumulative and interactive

          6  effects of trees on meteorology, pollution removal

          7  and VOC and power plant emissions determine the

          8  overall impact of trees on air pollution. And also

          9  they reduce air, fossil use and maintaining

         10  vegetation.

         11                 So, I think it's important to point

         12  out that not just New York City recognizes the value

         13  of the gardens, but it's also the trees that we're

         14  trying to save, and I think this is great that it

         15  also counters some people in the Parks Department

         16  whose views we differ from that are willing to cut

         17  down trees, in terms of putting in artificial turf

         18  and other so-called replacements. Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         20  much. And thank you for all of the support all of

         21  you give to community gardens. Thank you.

         22                 Next panel -- hold on. Our next

         23  panel, Cyril Joseph, Peter Cramer, and Molly Culver.

         24                 Okay, I'm going to just remind

         25  everyone again, we have probably about 25 more
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          2  people to testify, so if we can be brief. Thank you.

          3                 MR. CRAMER: Good morning. Thanks to

          4  the Council for providing this forum for the

          5  gardeners. I'm Peter Kramer from Le Petit

          6  Versallies, which is a Lower East Side community

          7  garden that's been there for 11 years.

          8                 In terms of speaking directly to some

          9  of your questions to the Deputy Commissioner,

         10  GreenThumb also helps provide printing and postage

         11  to the gardeners for community events and for things

         12  that happen in gardens directly. And that's mostly

         13  what I'd like to speak to, in terms of our

         14  involvement in creating the gardens and keeping them

         15  open to the public. We have been doing public

         16  programming since 2001 that has brought in

         17  innumerable artists and community members to the

         18  gardens and developed an appreciation to the gardens

         19  for not just being the environmental advantages that

         20  they are, but also that they are a community center,

         21  that they provide the means of, you know, cross

         22  communication between cultures and disciplines and

         23  we do that using the arts as our focus, particularly

         24  some of the things that we've done in the past, our

         25  Yoga Herbal Workshops, our arts programming, and we
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          2  have a publication called PLOT, which is a seam

          3  (sic) that's oriented towards those kinds of issues.

          4  Also youth programming, with a mixed festival we're

          5  developing video mentoringships. But a lot of this

          6  wouldn't be possible without other support from

          7  people like Citizens for New York City, the Trust

          8  for Public Land, the State Council, New York State

          9  Council and the Department of Cultural Affairs.

         10                 The funding that we're getting to do

         11  these public programmings are essential, and they're

         12  also, you know, what gives us the backbone to do

         13  these public programs, and I think that this has

         14  become in a certain way a model for doing a lot of

         15  public programming in the gardens and I think that

         16  once gardens are established that they can be used

         17  in this fashion to really help foster a greater

         18  appreciation for what these spaces provide.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MR. JOSEPH: Good morning. My name is

         21  Cyril Joseph, and I am thanking you very much for

         22  allowing me this opportunity to testify on behalf of

         23  the green garden.

         24                 I am the Executive Director for the

         25  Obasty Local Development Corporation in the
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          2  Bushwick, Ocean Hill, Bedford Stuyvesant area.

          3                 I sit here before you and your

          4  colleagues to represent the Linden Street Block

          5  Association, which is on the corner of Linden Street

          6  and Broadway, right under the J Train section. This

          7  garden been in existence for quite awhile and since

          8  I took over from Obasty Local Development Corp in

          9  August of last year, I spoke to the president of the

         10  Block Association, Ms. Hensely, and Mr. Pedro, Arty

         11  Pedro, the owner of Crowns Store, to allow me to

         12  garden and they agreed.

         13                 The garden was in desperate need of

         14  assistance. Since taking that garden over, I have

         15  been in dialogue with the City Council, with Diana

         16  Reyna from the 34th Council District, and I have

         17  gotten volunteers from the community, I have gotten

         18  community service workers from District Attorney

         19  Charles Hynes Office to upkeep the garden.

         20                 We are also in dialogue with other

         21  supporters from the community who maintains

         22  community garden.

         23                 I am not going to go through the

         24  whole list I gave you, I'm just going to highlight

         25  just a few. The first I will like to highlight is
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          2  how long that garden been in existence, and the

          3  space and what we plan to do to it. If relevated

          4  (sic) this massive interior space of land could

          5  encompass vegetable garden, a classroom playground

          6  and area for social gathering.

          7                 This is one of the things that I

          8  really believe in on the Bushwick corridor. I came

          9  from a farmer's background and when I walked the

         10  corridor I looked at that park, it was not good. But

         11  if you pass and look at it today, you would see a

         12  difference in it.

         13                 Since taking over from Obasty, I also

         14  talk to Parks, and there was another garden on the

         15  Community Board 16 side, which I'm pleased to say

         16  that this is well upkept, that Ojama Community

         17  Garden (phonetic). So, I'm asking everyone here who

         18  are willing and supportive of gardens to come to

         19  these forums. And thank you very much for this

         20  opportunity to testify.

         21                 MS. CULVER: Hi. My name is Molly

         22  Culver. Good morning. Thank you so much for this

         23  opportunity to speak. I live in the Mott Haven

         24  section of the South Bronx, where I also work for

         25  Environmental Justice Organization called "For A
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          2  Better Bronx." And I'm a member of El Her De Sol

          3  Community Garden (phonetic), as well as a volunteer

          4  in three other gardens, Sunflower Garden, Brook Park

          5  and Padre Plaza, which was just reopened last year.

          6                 I'm here to talk a little bit about

          7  the benefits of gardens and I see them playing an

          8  integral role in the future sustainability of the

          9  City. And I wanted to create a little bit of a

         10  context for just how important I think that these

         11  gardens are, so I'll try to keep that brief and move

         12  on to the crux of what I want to talk about.

         13                 So, community is very, very diverse.

         14  It's primarily populated of people of Latino and

         15  African-American dissent. We have a new wave of

         16  immigrants from Mexico, but also we have immigrants

         17  from Ecuador, from Africa, and all of these

         18  different people are utilizing the community gardens

         19  in the neighborhood, and growing all kinds of

         20  diverse crops for their family and for their

         21  neighbors.

         22                 However, our community faces very,

         23  very high rates of diabetes and obesity, asthma,

         24  high blood pressure, other obesity related

         25  illnesses, despite these treasures that we have. And
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          2  to give you sort of my firsthand account, everyday I

          3  wake up and I walk outside and I smell very sort of

          4  heavy dank, often rotten smelling air. We're

          5  surrounded by busy highways like the Deegan and the

          6  Bruckner Expressway. There's a waste management

          7  transfer station just five minutes from my doorstep.

          8  There are also two power plants on maybe a five- or

          9  ten-minute walking distance from my doorstep, and

         10  actually those are the immediate views for the

         11  people living in the Millbrook and Metro Houses

         12  there. And, so, it's really not such a surprise that

         13  we face such high asthma rates.

         14                 Meanwhile, outside, sort of the

         15  interior of the community, another part of the built

         16  environment is obviously the food sources in the

         17  community, and we have, fortunately, a good number

         18  of pioneer grocery stores, and many bodegas, which I

         19  love, they're loved in the community; however, of

         20  course, what you find is not a lot of organic foods

         21  in these grocery stores, but a lot of heavy

         22  processed foods, high in salt, high in fat, high in

         23  sugar, and the produce section is comparatively

         24  small. The produce is more expensive, it's harder to

         25  feed a large family on vegetables, and also those
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          2  vegetables are not very advertising, they're often

          3  half rotten.

          4                 So, it's not quite such a surprise

          5  that we face these high obesity rates I think when

          6  given the context of this environment.

          7                 These are just a few of the outdoor

          8  aspects of the built environment. Then inside the

          9  home many residents are facing to struggle and fight

         10  off aggressive mold, chipping lead paint, without

         11  the support of their landlords, and these problems

         12  also exacerbate the asthma and contribute to the

         13  overall instability and unhealthy conditions for

         14  families with young children.

         15                 We suffer the highest rates of infant

         16  mortality in the City and in the country, we're the

         17  highest infant mortality rates of all developed

         18  countries in the world.

         19                 The six community gardens in my

         20  neighborhood, Bronx Community and Cultural, El Hu

         21  del Sol, Padre Plaza, Sunflower Garden, United We

         22  Stand, and Winoqua (phonetic), Buckner Mott Haven

         23  Community Garden, are all beautiful green vital

         24  antidotes to the myriad environmental burdens that

         25  community members face every day.
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          2                 These gardens were created by

          3  individuals without City support, in an effort to

          4  create a safe and healthy place for community

          5  members, when their communities were looking like

          6  war zones.

          7                 Today the gardens remain due to the

          8  strong commitment and hundreds of thousands of

          9  volunteer hours of volunteer time to maintain them.

         10                 My work at For A Better Bronx

         11  involves running a community-supported agricultural

         12  program, which connects members directly with local

         13  farmers, a local farmers market that we started with

         14  community members last year, and a local growing

         15  urban agriculture project which is based off of

         16  models in the City like Taqua Community Farm in the

         17  Bronx, LaFamilial Community Garden Coalition in the

         18  Bronx (phonetic), Added Value in Brooklyn and East

         19  New York Farms.

         20                 Our Urban Agricultural Program is

         21  open to anyone in the community. I work with

         22  children, I work with teenagers, and I work with

         23  novice gardening adults, who are trying to reconnect

         24  with the land.

         25                 Our Farmers' Market features fresh
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          2  seasonal fruits, vegetables, honey and eggs from New

          3  York farms, and from community gardens in the

          4  neighborhood. I work with veteran gardeners and

          5  novice gardeners to grow fresh food to sell at the

          6  market. Some of the vegetables that were growing in

          7  these garden plots include collard greens, purple,

          8  orange and white carrots, Swiss chard, garlic,

          9  heirloom and vine tomatoes, and sweet peppers,

         10  watermelons, cucumbers, bock choy, medicinal and

         11  cooking herbs like dill, basil, sage, thyme,

         12  oregano, parsley, and new and unusual herbs like

         13  epazote and papalo, which are traditionally used in

         14  Latin America, and the Caribbean and actually parts

         15  of Africa.

         16                 And, so, our Mexican, Dominican,

         17  Puerto Rican, Ecuadorian and African neighbors all

         18  enjoy these vegetables, fruits and herbs. They use

         19  them all in different and distinct ways and when

         20  they don't know how to use them, they share recipes

         21  in front of us as they're purchasing their produce.

         22                 In the gardens the air is noticeably

         23  fresher.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Molly, I'm going

         25  to need you to wind it up. I really do have a lot of
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          2  people.

          3                 MS. CULVER: Sure, no problem. I just

          4  wanted to give you those examples to give you an

          5  example of the power of gardens to grow fresh food

          6  and culturally appropriate foods, and I really think

          7  that our gardens have the capacity to do this on a

          8  larger scale, and so I fully support this resolution

          9  and the effort of the City to purchase more land to

         10  contribute to more community gardening for more

         11  individuals in this City, not just the veteran

         12  gardeners, but new people that want to be involved.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Chair?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Oh, I'm sorry.

         17  We've been joined by Council Member Gerson.

         18                 Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I've got to

         20  ask Molly, and I think all of you made outstanding

         21  presentations, but I can't help myself. Purple

         22  carrots, do they taste the same?

         23                 MS. CULVER: Yes, they do.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: They do.

         25                 MS. CULVER: They do.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Okay.

          3                 MS. CULVER: It just contributes to

          4  more biodiversity. That's the idea.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Great. Thank

          6  you. Thank you, all.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Our next panel,

          8  Ursula from Bronx Green -- Ursula, I can't read your

          9  last name. Jeanlee M. Poggi. L Brandon, last name

         10  starts with a K. Krall, is that what that says?

         11  Okay.

         12                 MS. POGGI: Hello. I'm Jeanlee Poggi.

         13  I'm Volunteer Executive Director of the West 181st

         14  Street Beautification Project in Washington Heights

         15  in Northern Manhattan.

         16                 As one of the leaders of the

         17  community garden, I support and deeply appreciate

         18  Resolution 1033. We know that our garden has made a

         19  difference, a beautiful difference in our

         20  neighborhood, and we'd like for the garden to be a

         21  legacy for future generations of neighbors.

         22                 We've explored many options, and it's

         23  clear to us that the only way to create that legacy

         24  is to have the garden mapped as park land. Let me

         25  say a few words about our GreenThumb garden at West
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          2  181st Street and Pinehurst Avenue. It is the only

          3  garden that we know of that's on a Department of

          4  Transportation Step Street. It is therefore a DOT

          5  property and is designated as a special site by

          6  GreenThumb. Pinehurst Avenue is interrupted by a

          7  long flight of steps on either side, or 11 terraces,

          8  22 in all. When our organization started working

          9  there 21 years ago, it was a garbage dump. Over the

         10  years neighbors transformed it into a lovely garden,

         11  then DOT had to reconstruct the steps and much of

         12  the garden was destroyed. With the help of hundreds

         13  of neighbors who wrote letters, made phone calls,

         14  went to meetings and sent faxes, we were able to get

         15  the garden restored as part of the DOT DDC contract.

         16                 Now there are benches and landings on

         17  the steps that passers-by can sit and schmooze,

         18  seniors can rest and catch their breath, and

         19  neighbors can relax, and it is an attractive garden

         20  for all to enjoy. But it's still, legally speaking,

         21  a step street, not a garden, and its continuing

         22  status as open space is not protected. So we want it

         23  to be mapped as parkland.

         24                 We have been told that to get the

         25  garden mapped as parkland, we would have to go
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          2  through the ULURP procedure. That procedure would

          3  take at least two years, involving presentation to

          4  many, many City agencies, and is so intricate it

          5  would be necessary to hire a consultant who

          6  specializes in handling this technically very

          7  difficult process. This would require a fee of

          8  $25,000 to $30,000. That's twice our organization's

          9  annual budget for all our programs.

         10                 We also run a youth leadership

         11  training program and a summer playground and assist

         12  with the annual little red lighthouse festival and

         13  oversee a green street garden.

         14                 If we have to go through the ULURP

         15  procedure and the costs involved, we will do it

         16  somehow. But we dread the expenditures of time,

         17  effort and money involved.

         18                 It would be much better to put our

         19  efforts into continuing to help our young people and

         20  to making all our neighborhood open spaces beautiful

         21  for all our neighbors and involving new neighbors in

         22  our work, and we are aware that few gardens could

         23  endure the stress and labor involved in making your

         24  space into parkland through the ULURP procedure.

         25                 So, I hope on behalf of all our
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          2  GreenThumb gardens that a way will be found to leave

          3  our beautiful work as a legacy for future

          4  generations by granting all of our gardens Parks

          5  Department status. And in closing, I'd like to

          6  express our appreciation for your ongoing support of

          7  our City Councilman Robert Jackson, who has helped

          8  us so much with our garden and with our youth

          9  programs, and I'd like to thank the Parks Committee

         10  for this resolution, and all that you members have

         11  done to keep our gardens growing.

         12                 MS. CHANSE: Good morning. I'm Ursula

         13  Chanse, Director of Bronx Green-Up and Community

         14  Horticulture at the New York Botanical Garden. I am

         15  in support of Resolution No. 1033.

         16                 Community gardens are at the Bronx

         17  Green-Up, the community outreach program of the New

         18  York Botanical Garden. Formed in 1988, with much of

         19  the Bronx reeling after two decades of decline,

         20  Bronx Green-Up was established to join the momentum

         21  and passion of Bronx residents in creating beautiful

         22  green oases out of garbage-strewn vacant lots.

         23                 As every gardener knows, nurturing

         24  and caring for gardens is hard work. Bronx Green-Up

         25  continues to support community members in their
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          2  volunteer efforts to provide long-term maintenance

          3  for these community green spaces. Bronx Green-Up

          4  provides horticultural advice, technical assistance

          5  and training, and seeds, bulbs, and plants.

          6                 Every year Bronx Green-Up also offers

          7  more than 20 bilingual workshops and three

          8  certificate programs with training in pruning and

          9  composting for those with a deeper interest in

         10  horticulture. Bronx Green-Up also organizes

         11  quarterly community events, bringing gardeners

         12  together to network, share ideas, and celebrate.

         13                 Now more than ever green spaces are

         14  needed in the Bronx. Much of the Bronx still faces

         15  environmental and public health challenges,

         16  including poor air quality and pollution as well as

         17  higher rates of food insecurity and chronic disease

         18  such as obesity, diabetes and asthma. The South

         19  Bronx is one of the highest asthma rates in the

         20  country. Increasingly, green spaces are becoming

         21  recognized as part of a comprehensive solution that

         22  addresses these disparities and builds more

         23  sustainable neighborhoods. Community gardens make

         24  vital contributions by providing areas of greenery

         25  and beauty and offering a mental respite from the
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          2  surrounding buildings and concrete, all while plants

          3  clean the air.

          4                 Community gardens are key because

          5  they provide a place to grow fresh fruit and

          6  vegetables. Many neighborhoods in the Bronx have few

          7  or no supermarkets making it difficult for people to

          8  have access to affordable, fresh produce. Community

          9  gardens have always served as a local source of

         10  fresh produce, providing nutrition to gardeners,

         11  their families, neighbors and local food pantries.

         12  And community gardens are also leading the way by

         13  creating neighborhood farmer's markets, providing an

         14  even larger community with an opportunity to

         15  increase their fresh fruit and vegetables intake.

         16                 Hand-in-hand with nutrition is

         17  physical activity in addressing obesity and related

         18  diseases. Gardening has long been a physical

         19  activity to promote one's health, and by providing a

         20  green space to walk too, especially in hot summer

         21  months, as well as safe places for children to

         22  actively learn in, community gardens are a rich

         23  resource.

         24                 Gardens also serve other critical

         25  roles in the neighborhood. They provide areas for

                                                            65

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  adults to socialize and network, for everyone to

          3  learn about the environment and nutrition, a place

          4  to celebrate and preserve one's culture and to

          5  become more active and engaged in the community.

          6                 In addition to these vital functions

          7  that help to sustain and build a community,

          8  community gardens also serve as leaders in other

          9  sustainable practices. Many gardens incorporate

         10  rainwater harvesting systems, which collect

         11  rainwater and reduce stormwater runoff, a critical

         12  environmental problem that the City continues to

         13  face.

         14                 In partnership with the City's

         15  Department of Sanitation, Bronx Green-Up promotes

         16  composting as an essential horticulture practice, as

         17  well as a waste reduction strategy. Instead of

         18  becoming part of the garbage problem, with many

         19  difficulties and environmental and health

         20  consequences in transportation and disposal, organic

         21  waste can be turned into something valuable to

         22  enrich the soil naturally and locally. Community

         23  gardeners are leaders in composting, reducing garden

         24  and food waste that would otherwise be transported

         25  to a landfill, and teaching others in the community
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          2  about this important environmental practice.

          3                 Community gardens, tucked away in

          4  many neighborhoods, are invaluable, unique

          5  resources. These gardens, sustained by volunteer

          6  efforts, often need additional support and resources

          7  to strengthen the infrastructure and programming

          8  opportunities that they provide.

          9                 Increasing community gardens when the

         10  opportunities arrive, particularly in areas with

         11  less open space, will aid the City's efforts in

         12  creating a healthier, greener and more sustainable

         13  city.

         14                 Thank you for your time.

         15                 MS. KRALL: Hello. I'm L. Brandon

         16  Krall, and I've been growing native plants and other

         17  plants at the Liz Christie Community Garden for over

         18  20 years.

         19                 First of all, the issue of housing

         20  versus gardens should not be expressed by an

         21  either/or but a both and situation. You can't really

         22  live without nature and gardens are our form of

         23  nature in the urban environment. The birds migrate

         24  through the Liz Christie Garden. By the way, my

         25  native plant habitat has been recognized by the
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          2  Brooklyn Botanic Garden Metro Hord Project, another

          3  botanical organization.

          4                 I'm very proud to have wild plants

          5  growing and coming up every year in the heart of

          6  Manhattan, and we have school groups who have

          7  approached us, we are making arrangements to have

          8  them in, we have --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Excuse me. Where

         10  is your garden located?

         11                 MS. KRALL: It's the Liz Christie

         12  Community Garden at the corner of Bowery and

         13  Houston.

         14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It's wonderful.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: No, I know where

         16  it is.

         17                 MS. KRALL: We survived the

         18  development next door with the use of Assistant

         19  Commissioner Linn's netting process. Our garden,

         20  absolutely the gardeners really were distressed and

         21  fought for this kind of netting, which enabled the

         22  garden to survive.

         23                 That as far as workshops, I want to

         24  have a pruning and composting and a rose culture, to

         25  organize one for our garden for the community to
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          2  attend, because this is very useful information to

          3  know exactly how to prune. It's very important.

          4                 Also, I started to grow some roses in

          5  an area that was given up in our garden and roses

          6  are the New York State flower, so I think that's

          7  sort of interesting. I didn't realize it.

          8                 The issue of open hours, we keep ten

          9  open hours a week, but the garden's policy is to

         10  always be open when somebody is there gardening. And

         11  so in every way I support Resolution 1033. I think

         12  that the areas that are available for people to

         13  garden should be expanded, that people really

         14  fundamentally need gardens.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 Before you leave, Ms. Poggi?

         18                 MS. POGGI: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Explain to me

         20  your street step garden. Because I have a lot of

         21  street steps in my district, and I'm just not

         22  visualizing it.

         23                 MS. POGGI: Well, a step street like

         24  --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Yes, that's it.
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          2  Step street, yes.

          3                 MS. POGGI: -- For instance, here's

          4  Pinehurst Avenue at the top.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay.

          6                 MS. POGGI: Here is Pinehurst Avenue

          7  at the bottom. And obviously, there is a humungous

          8  crop of Manhattan chist, I mean out-crop of

          9  Manhattan chist underneath, because when they did

         10  the street, and it's tremendous --

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Incline, yes.

         12                 MS. POGGI: Incline. So, they couldn't

         13  continue the street right there, so I understand the

         14  garden was constructed in 1917 when this area was

         15  being developed, so then you have to get from the

         16  bottom of Pinehurst Avenue to the top, and there is

         17  what you call a street. It occupies the width,

         18  there's steps, lots of them, it occupies the width

         19  of a street, and so it's called a step street.

         20                 There are quite a lot of these. There

         21  are, by the way, three other Department of

         22  Transportation sites, special sites in GreenThumb,

         23  and each one of them is different and quite unique.

         24                 Ours is the only step street that we

         25  know of. And many of these step streets, for
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          2  instance, in Northern Manhattan there are several of

          3  them, where the steps got -- well, am I answering

          4  your question?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Well, my

          6  Highbridge area, Highbridge, Riverdale and Northern

          7  Manhattan --

          8                 MS. POGGI: Right.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We have the most

         10  step streets, so I get it.

         11                 Where is the garden?

         12                 MS. POGGI: Okay, the space is as wide

         13  as the street. The steps are in the middle, and

         14  they're like wide enough for, for like say people to

         15  come up and down on either side of the central rail.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay.

         17                 MS. POGGI: And then there's terraces

         18  alongside.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Oh.

         20                 MS. POGGI: Where there was, and so

         21  that was built up.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: That's where.

         23                 MS. POGGI: There's almost 22

         24  terraces. There's actually quite a lot of space, and

         25  it is, as you can imagine, it's been quite a
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          2  challenge to build it up and then get it restored

          3  after the Construction Project and DOT, DDC contract

          4  did a great job on that with a lot of input.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Interesting.

          6                 MS. POGGI: We do some public

          7  programming in front of the garden, because there's

          8  a wide sidewalk there, but because of the terracing,

          9  it's a very difficult space to work in, and it's a

         10  garden for everybody, not with plots.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Oh, that's

         12  interesting. Thank you.

         13                 MS. POGGI: And challenging.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I'm sure.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 Our next panel --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just one more.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I'm sorry, Alan,

         19  you did just say that.

         20                 Council Member Gerson has a question.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just first, I

         22  think a comment, because I want to underscore the

         23  point that Ms. Poggi made in her testimony about the

         24  gardens which exist on non-parkland. Because

         25  throughout my district, we have many community
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          2  gardens that are on DOT property, HPD property,

          3  other agency property, and not only does there lack

          4  of park status jeopardize their future, it also

          5  deprives them in some cases of services which the

          6  Parks Department is more equipped to provide. Not

          7  all gardens require services, but some green spaces

          8  do, albeit rodent control, certain types of tree

          9  pruning, and it's just harder to get those services

         10  when they're not on Parks Department land. We've had

         11  to enter into complicated interagency agreements.

         12                 So, I've actually asked lawyers to

         13  look into the legality and feasibility of

         14  legislation, Council lawyers, that would transfer

         15  gardens, green spaces that are on non-Parks

         16  Department property or have been for a period of

         17  years automatically into Parks Department property

         18  and status, unless there is some special reason or

         19  unique reason with respect to each site.

         20                 So, I hope we'll get those answers so

         21  we can avoid the ULURP process that, you're right,

         22  would be very, very cumbersome in some cases, not

         23  feasible.

         24                 I think we need to look at this on a

         25  Citywide basis, on a systemic basis, and if it's a
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          2  greenspace, if it's a garden, there's no special

          3  reason not to, it belongs to the Parks Department

          4  and not in any of these other departments.

          5                 I hope, Madam Chair, we'll be able on

          6  the Council to get that done.

          7                 And Ms. Krall, I've just got to ask

          8  you, have you brought back the turtles yet?

          9                 MS. KRALL: No, we're going to be

         10  rebuilding the pond and making an additional

         11  waterwork in the area that was added to Liz Christie

         12  recently. So, not yet.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: But the

         14  turtles are coming?

         15                 MS. KRALL: It's going to be in the

         16  spring.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: In the

         18  meantime they're okay.

         19                 MS. KRALL: The turtles were released

         20  into ponds. Yes, they're fine.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes. You do a

         22  great job. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 Our next panel is Sara Jones.  Rhoma
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          2  Mosta?

          3                 MS. MOSTEL: Mostel.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Mostel. Oh,

          5  that's an L, okay. Karen Ratcliffe. Maybe that's

          6  Karen?

          7                 MS. RATCLIFFE: Carolyn.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Carolyn. Carolyn

          9  Ratcliffe.

         10                 MS. JONES: Hello. My name is Sara

         11  Jones, and I'm the Chair of the LaGuardia Corner

         12  Gardens. It's located in the West Village on Bleeker

         13  Street and LaGuardia Place.

         14                 Alan Gerson lives right there. He

         15  knows it very intimately. We are 26 years old, we

         16  are a department of traffic land. This is our

         17  problem. We'd like to be Parks. We've approached

         18  Parks many, many times. We have even been denied a

         19  permit by the GreenThumb for our spots for the last

         20  few years. Last two registrations. But we continue.

         21  We're 26 years old. We have a beautiful perennial

         22  garden. We have individual plots, 25 people, 25

         23  plots, about 35 people. We do everything that

         24  GreenThumb wants. We're open at least 12 hours a

         25  week from May to October. And whenever gardeners are
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          2  in the garden the garden is open. So we are over and

          3  above the open hours. We partner with all the local

          4  schools, the Little Red School House, the Children's

          5  Aid Society, many of the local nursery schools, PS

          6  41 -- 43?

          7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 41.

          8                 MS. JONES: 41. So, they use it as a

          9  class trip. They come in for field trips, learn

         10  about birds and butterflies and seeds and we plant

         11  with them and we do many, many programs for our

         12  young children there.

         13                 We also have many events for singing,

         14  arts. We have public areas.

         15                 Basically I'm here to support this

         16  resolution and to please ask for special interest in

         17  these other gardens who are in the nebulous zone of

         18  DOT, thanks to Jane Jacobs for deterring Robert

         19  Moses, that's how I garden today, in that land, and

         20  the imminent development of the neighborhood is

         21  threatening our little green space. We have a green

         22  ribbon actually from Washington Square Park to the

         23  foot of SoHo, that whole area.

         24                 Our garden is not a small space, it's

         25  a half a City block, and we take care of it
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          2  ourselves. We do our own rodent control from our

          3  budget. We take care of it. We're totally

          4  self-sufficient. But we'd like to be under parks for

          5  just to preserve the land and preserve the beautiful

          6  garden and the heritage that we have accomplished.

          7                 Thank you very much for letting our

          8  voices be heard.

          9                 MS. MOSTEL: I'm Rhoma Mostel. I'm

         10  also a member of LaGuardia Community Gardens. It's a

         11  26-year-old garden. It's a very beautiful garden.

         12  It's part of the green space that does run from

         13  Washington Square Park, all the way down through

         14  SoHo. And it's very necessary on the Lower West Side

         15  of Manhattan to have green space. It should be

         16  self-evident to anybody who lived through 9/11, that

         17  the air quality is totally terrible downtown, and

         18  before we all die of emphysema, let's try to at

         19  least preserve the gardens that are there.

         20                 You have an opportunity with

         21  Community Gardens to have an already established

         22  greenspace with gardeners who devote their own time,

         23  energy and money to maintaining it, thereby leaving

         24  the Parks Department, which would sponsor us, not

         25  leaving us to DOT, leaving the Parks Department able
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          2  to tend to other matters that are more urgent.

          3                 We run our own gardens. We maintain

          4  them. We open them up to the community. We have more

          5  than 12 hours of access. It's probably close to 20,

          6  25. We have community programs, children's programs,

          7  and we have an increasing elderly population in our

          8  area who are well served by being able to stroll

          9  around our garden, which is entirely visible from

         10  the fence. People take their morning walk, their

         11  afternoon walks, their evening walks. People take

         12  children. They can't afford to go to the Botanic

         13  Gardens. They can't even manage the transportation.

         14  But they are able to come to our garden, sit on the

         15  benches, and they're able to stroll around the

         16  garden.

         17                 So, I think all of us are in

         18  agreement that the gardens are an absolutely

         19  necessary vital and essential feature of life in New

         20  York. Please let's continue to breathe here, okay?

         21  Thank you.

         22                 MS. RATCLIFFE: Hi. Hello. My name is

         23  Carolyn Ratcliffe. I'm an active community gardener

         24  in three different gardens, in the Lower East Side

         25  La Plaza Couterel (phonetic), Ninth and C Garden,
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          2  and DeColares (phonetic).

          3                 I've been active in advocating for

          4  community green space since 1990, when I became

          5  involved with the garden La Plaza Couterel on the

          6  end of my block.

          7                 I have seen personally the difference

          8  gardens make in people's lives, particularly the

          9  children in my neighborhood. When I moved to that

         10  neighborhood there was active drug dealing on the

         11  corner. You couldn't walk your dogs around the

         12  corner without having drug dealers literally put

         13  handfuls of drugs in your face and wanted to know if

         14  you wanted to buy them.

         15                 The community gardeners that I know

         16  in our neighborhood, and I know many of them, and

         17  not just in the Lower East Side but throughout the

         18  City, by being involved with different community

         19  advocacy groups for greenspace, love New York.

         20  They've worked really hard to make New York a viable

         21  place to live in areas of poverty, destitution, with

         22  many crimes, and the gardens have acted as an

         23  incredible resource in what they have given the

         24  City, what gardeners have done for New York City.

         25                 I can only ask that you consider this
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          2  carefully, and that you, you know, in being in

          3  support of this resolution that you're putting

          4  forward, all gardens should be mapped and designated

          5  as parkland. Gardens serve the public and are

          6  committed to serving the public of New York City.

          7                 We have provided arts performances,

          8  we brought Shakespeare to a park where kids used to

          9  see prostitution. We brought sculpture classes, we

         10  brought computer classes. We've had many different

         11  artists. I work with an arts organization, Art

         12  loisaida. We fund art activities in the gardens and

         13  in public schools. We've done workshops with kids

         14  and have consultants go to schools to teach

         15  composting, seed starting, computer, how to build a

         16  website. Many different areas across the

         17  neighborhood, as well as having music, many

         18  different types of performance, ranging from Baroque

         19  and classical to rock, you name it, and we encourage

         20  people in the neighborhood to participate in these

         21  activities.

         22                 It's really important for the quality

         23  of life of New York, and New York was not built by

         24  one group of people. It is a multi-cultural vital

         25  City that represents the world with people from many
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          2  different areas, and that's what happens in the

          3  garden. It's almost like a cross-pollination, that

          4  everybody's culture comes in contact with another

          5  culture. In my neighborhood we're probably one of

          6  the most diverse neighborhoods in New York City with

          7  people from Pakistan, from every major country, in

          8  Western Europe, Eastern Europe, Asia, New Zealand,

          9  Australia, you name it, we have it, and we all work

         10  together, and part of it has been the model that's

         11  been set by community gardens. It's a way of living,

         12  and it's a model that we think applies to all of New

         13  York, that we can work together to make a better

         14  world, and I appreciate your resolution. Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 Our next panel is Edith Kean, Molly

         18  Norton, and Ellen Belcher.

         19                 MS. KEAN: Hi. Good morning. My name

         20  is Edie Kean. I'm a long-time landscape designer for

         21  GreenThumb, and I'm here on behalf of Mrs. Gilford

         22  from the Community Improvement Garden of the Bronx,

         23  who has got an eye infection so she can't come.

         24                 Approximately 40 years ago the East

         25  Bronx, South Bronx, Harlem and East Harlem,
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          2  Brownsville, East New York and other impoverished

          3  communities looked like a war zone. Burned-out

          4  houses, vacant lots, run-down buildings were very

          5  prevalent in the aforementioned areas. Additionally,

          6  there were considerable number of inhabitants

          7  departing in the communities because the then

          8  existing conditions, such as vacant lots that were

          9  used as dumping grounds, which spread vermin and

         10  other diseases carrying pests.

         11                 Enduring these conditions, many of

         12  the people in the community stayed and rebuilt the

         13  areas. With the help of the City and the Parks

         14  Department, the GreenThumb in that time, the lots

         15  were cleaned and fenced off.

         16                 The community residents started what

         17  is now known as Community Garden. Many hours of hard

         18  work, planting, weeding, tilling and cultivating the

         19  soil were put into the gardens to yield food,

         20  beautification of the lots and areas for residents

         21  to sit, relax and enjoy the outdoors.

         22                 For over 30 years we continued to

         23  maintain the gardens for the community's pleasures.

         24  These gardens became gathering places for the

         25  meetings, block parties, cookouts and most
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          2  importantly as lab classrooms for many schools in

          3  the areas. This garden is right next to IS 138.

          4                 In conjunction with many of the

          5  schools, the students began growing plants in

          6  containers in February and in April these plants

          7  were transported by the -- transplanted by the

          8  children in the garden beds as a classroom science

          9  project. I could elaborate more as to the process,

         10  but I know you get the picture.

         11                 Not only did the community garden

         12  provide the aforementioned amenities for its

         13  inhabitants, it brought neighbors together

         14  throughout the City. These gardens served as a

         15  catalyst for other communities to exchange ideas,

         16  help solve problems and create a network to fight

         17  the developers from taking the gardens for huge

         18  profits and development of so-called affordable

         19  housing.

         20                 This practice would not be such a

         21  bone of contention if, in fact, the housing were

         22  truly affordable. The prices do not fit the income

         23  of the people who need the houses. In addition,

         24  there are no joint planning or communication with

         25  the residents who are affected by the decision to
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          2  build on the garden sites.

          3                 There seems to be no consideration

          4  for the gardeners. For many, many years they

          5  volunteered the time and hard work to turn empty

          6  abandoned lots into beautiful gardens to be enjoyed

          7  by the residents in the community.

          8                 The powers that be feel that they can

          9  come in and do what they want and displace the

         10  gardens that will.

         11                 This flagrant disregard of courtesy,

         12  impropriety and the arrogant assumption of privilege

         13  are attitudes and posture we have had to fight

         14  against and in some cases endure for the last ten

         15  years.

         16                 We need at this juncture some type of

         17  legislation to correct this problem with a

         18  reasonable solution for all involved. As

         19  legislators, it is incumbent upon you to protect

         20  these communities so the residents will not be

         21  victims of this overdevelopment.

         22                 This problem could cause many social

         23  ills, such as air pollution, overcrowding of

         24  schools, insufficient after school programs and

         25  increase in crime, just to mention a few.
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          2                 There are many injustices connected

          3  with the dissolution of the community gardens. We

          4  ask that you as our representative investigate all

          5  angles and with input from the community to help

          6  reach a solution.

          7                 Respectfully submitted, Cordelia

          8  Gilford.

          9                 MS. BELCHER: My name is Ellen

         10  Belcher, and I am the Community Garden Coordinator

         11  for Time's Up. We are a direct action and an

         12  educational and environmental group that has long

         13  fought for free and open community spaces,

         14  especially community gardens in New York City.

         15                 Time's Up has worked with many

         16  gardens and garden activists to start, maintain and

         17  protect community gardens of all five boroughs. We

         18  have participated in civil disobedience and direct

         19  action to defend gardens from encroaching

         20  development and from sell-offs by the City.

         21                 The garden agreement set forth by

         22  Elliot Spitzer some time ago was a victory we shared

         23  with many other groups, but we know that the fight

         24  is not yet over. We continue to work with endangered

         25  and unprotected gardens to defend their spaces and
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          2  grow greenspaces in the community in all gardens.

          3                 As a result, through our street and

          4  garden parties, garden bike tours and garden work

          5  days, we have connected with New York City

          6  communities that we would have not normally met,

          7  while helping them grow their gardens and

          8  neighborhoods.

          9                 All New Yorkers have a right to open

         10  space, trees, green grass, flowers, herbs, air, sun,

         11  dirt and community, within walking distance of their

         12  homes.

         13                 We have recently been working with

         14  the Children's Magical Garden de Carmen Rubio, a

         15  decades-old garden, which is now with HPD, one of

         16  the gardens that grows in Councilman Gerson's

         17  district that he knows well, and it's now

         18  threatened.

         19                 This is a decades-old garden,

         20  exclusively for children which grows on the Lower

         21  East Side. This garden is now threatened because the

         22  City has proposed to sell the garden's City-owned

         23  lot to a developer that owns a small sliver of the

         24  garden land.

         25                 This resolution in discussion today
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          2  would go a long way to offering protection to such

          3  endangered greenspaces. In this space, children run

          4  around and ride bikes and scooters and a space that

          5  they can call their own. We look forward to soon

          6  helping out with their garden pizza party, and

          7  you're all invited, I think it's on October 5th,

          8  that Saturday, when the young gardeners will harvest

          9  their vegetables and herbs they were growing all

         10  summer and make them into pizza. And we are ready to

         11  defend this garden for these and future children

         12  whenever it becomes necessary.

         13                 Time's Up and other activist groups

         14  continue to be prepared to defend all community

         15  gardens against the unchecked development and mass

         16  sell-off of City-owned lots through direct action

         17  and civil disobedience. Media stories of children

         18  standing in front of bulldozers, activists locked

         19  down in gardens, and climbing trees to protect them,

         20  certainly does not match with the new vision of New

         21  York as set out by the City government's plan for a

         22  greener New York City.

         23                 Passing of the proposed resolution

         24  will help us avoid such conflicts and concentrate on

         25  growing sustainable green community spaces which
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          2  benefit all New Yorkers.

          3                 MS. NORTON: Good morning. I'm sorry I

          4  don't have a copy. My name is Molly Norton and I'm

          5  the Food Justice Coordinator at Just Food and we're

          6  an organization that works to increase the amount of

          7  food grown on and distributed from New York City

          8  community gardens.

          9                 You've heard a lot this morning from

         10  gardeners about the specific successes and needs,

         11  and since I play more of a supporting role to all

         12  their hard work, I thought I would talk more

         13  broadly.

         14                 We at Just Food think that what more

         15  New York City officials need is a major shift in

         16  mindset about community gardens, and this Committee

         17  and this hearing is the perfect place for that shift

         18  to begin.

         19                 We need new ways of understanding and

         20  framing the benefits of community gardening and

         21  urban agriculture so that their status can be

         22  elevated from being a nice opportunity for

         23  neighborhood volunteers to do a little bit of

         24  beautification, if there is an empty space, to being

         25  a government-supported approach to improving the
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          2  health of New York City residents, Health of the New

          3  York City environment, and the health of our local

          4  economy.

          5                 One way of thinking about all of this

          6  amazing stuff that you've heard this morning, is

          7  that just about any priority or concern of other

          8  Council members or other City agencies can be

          9  addressed in some part by a strong system of

         10  community gardens and urban farms.

         11                 So many of New York City's issues --

         12  for so many of New York City's issues, community

         13  gardens are the part of the answer that have not

         14  been recognized yet.

         15                 If we look at the City's already

         16  agreed upon priorities as outlined by Plan 2030,

         17  you'll see that community gardens are not mentioned

         18  in the outline of the plan, but they should be

         19  mentioned in the outline of the answers.

         20                 Talking about open space, living

         21  within a ten-minute walk of a park, I actually just

         22  learned that perhaps community gardens are too small

         23  to be part of that consideration but that just means

         24  we need bigger community gardens.

         25                 Water quality is another issue in the
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          2  plan. Gardens can act as ideal traps for wastewater

          3  runoffs. The plan cites more green trees, more green

          4  roofs, and I think we would all add more community

          5  gardens.

          6                 Waste reduction and Sanitation,

          7  community-based composting can greatly reduce the

          8  burden of waste on the Department of Sanitation, and

          9  contribute to better soil quality, and even to

         10  cleaning up brownfields, which is another priority

         11  of PlaNYC. Air quality and climate change, achieving

         12  the cleanest air quality of New York City, community

         13  gardens cannot only help increase the amount of

         14  carbon dioxide-trapping plants, but by decreasing

         15  the amount of produce that has to be trucked in, and

         16  reducing the distance people have to travel to find

         17  fresh, edible food.

         18                 Housing, as someone else mentioned,

         19  it's getting tiresome to hear community gardening

         20  and housing pitted against each other. Any

         21  innovative and progressive housing plan that really

         22  aims to provide healthy environment for residents

         23  would see the two as natural partners, and see the

         24  provision of green space as part of the housing

         25  development.
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          2                 Moving away from Plan 2030, to

          3  priorities of New York City Council members: health,

          4  most obviously, a priority of Speaker Quinn, among

          5  many of you. As obesity and diet-related diseases

          6  increase, we need to balance our focus on how we

          7  will treat these diseases by becoming a model of

          8  preventative health care and making sure every New

          9  York City resident has access to the healthiest,

         10  freshest and most culturally appropriate fruits and

         11  vegetables grown in our neighborhood community

         12  gardens, not produce that was picked weeks ago,

         13  traveled for thousands of miles, using much of its

         14  flavor and nutrient content.

         15                 Others, youth entrepreneurship. Karen

         16  will probably talk about some of her youth markets.

         17  There are more springing up all over the City, and

         18  they deserve more support.

         19                 Small businesses. Garden-based

         20  markets can provide extra income for gardeners,

         21  provide food for mobile vegetable carts and sell to

         22  local stores.

         23                 Education. People have talked about

         24  the benefits of community gardens. And wrapping all

         25  of these together, economic development. A
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          2  well-supported system of gardens can provide job

          3  skills and job training, and in some other cities

          4  community gardens are actually paid government

          5  employees. It is easy to justify financial support

          6  from Departments of Health, Sanitation, Education

          7  and Environment.

          8                 These are just a few of the ways that

          9  community gardens fit into Mayor Bloomberg's

         10  priorities and those of New York City Council, but

         11  we need political officials to start thinking of

         12  them as solutions and talking to us so that we can

         13  figure out how to work together.

         14                 I have four asks of you today: At the

         15  most basic level, start talking about community

         16  gardens with other City officials so that the phrase

         17  inspires innovative programming and support and not

         18  blank stares.

         19                 Two, the adoption of a resolution.

         20  Actually I just learned about the resolution this

         21  morning, so you already did number two, if you adopt

         22  it.

         23                 SanDiego City Council also adopted a

         24  very comprehensive resolution in support of

         25  community gardening, if you want a sample.
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          2                 Three, use us. Before you in this

          3  group is just a small representation of one of the

          4  brightest, most committed, creative and hard-working

          5  volunteer based groups in this City, and certainly

          6  that I have ever worked with. Use us as a resource.

          7  As us how we can help, what our gardens can provide.

          8  The program might translate to another garden. Work

          9  with us to expand and improve the resources

         10  community gardens can provide the City. And lastly,

         11  and most simply, come visit our gardens. All of this

         12  can only mean so much here in this room, and if you

         13  come to the gardens and see our work, I think it

         14  will all speak for itself.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         16                 Alex. Do I have you, Alex? Alex,

         17  because you just didn't fill out any information.

         18  Alex Brown. Aresh, you can still go up. And Karen.

         19                 MR. BROWN: Good morning, to the

         20  Council of the City of New York -- oh, my name is

         21  Alex Brown. The Honorable Helen Diane Foster,

         22  Chairperson, Parks Committee. My name is Alex Brown.

         23  Originally from a state where some people call

         24  "almost heaven," West Virginia.

         25                 I come from Harlem, and I'm
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          2  represented by Councilperson Inez Dickens. I come to

          3  you today representing the Harlem United Gardeners,

          4  HUG, Coalition. A coalition of community gardens

          5  totalling 32 gardens at the time of the 2002

          6  resolution. Due to the loss of gardens through

          7  development over the last four years, we have

          8  reduced that membership to eight gardens.

          9                 I'm also a board member of the New

         10  York City Community Garden Coalition, representing

         11  over 200 gardens in the five boroughs of New York

         12  City.

         13                 I come to you today, my garden, the

         14  New Hope Garden in 2002 was one of the first ten

         15  gardens that was immediately signed by Mayor

         16  Bloomberg for development. After the resolution, I

         17  was motivated by a wonderful gentlemen, Harlemite

         18  and community organizer, Mr. Charles Cole, of United

         19  Associated Gardens, to organize these gardens in the

         20  central, east and north Harlem areas, who were

         21  categorized as subject to development to form HUG.

         22                 Our objection was to organize a

         23  coalition that would form a body, not individual

         24  gardens, that would provide support in defense of

         25  greenspace community gardens in Harlem.
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          2                 As of today, being in the hottest

          3  area of development of the City, we are facing and

          4  fighting a losing battle. Right now, as we speak, 20

          5  gardens in our coalition are facing a losing battle,

          6  losing their garden.

          7                 If it were not for the tireless

          8  efforts of City Councilpersons Melissa Mark-Viverito

          9  and Robert Jackson, and also Chairperson Foster, who

         10  this year the New York City Community Garden

         11  Coalition selected as one of our politicians of the

         12  year for her efforts towards community garden, in

         13  both defense and supportive gardens and throughout

         14  the City, community gardens would face the fate like

         15  most in other districts, that is the fate of

         16  development, so-called to affordable housing.

         17                 The irony also is included in my

         18  district that I have two City Councilpersons on

         19  either side of my district, and my own City

         20  Councilperson Inez Dickens. In our district we've

         21  made numerous efforts to have a meeting to discuss

         22  our issues, and she has not committed to one.

         23                 I would like to ask the support of

         24  this Committee to help us, or if there is any way

         25  that they can help us get this meeting together.
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          2                 I would also like to thank Edie Stone

          3  and GreenThumb for all that they can do with the

          4  little that they have in the support of our

          5  community gardens.

          6                 An article in the New York Times

          7  called "New York City, if not one of the most, the

          8  most financially segregated City in the United

          9  States." Can we there see some truth in this

         10  relationship to community gardens and Parks? Why do

         11  private foundations deserve support for our limited

         12  -- from our limited Parks budget for support, when

         13  we, the taxpayers who have a garden and live in Bed

         14  Stuy, Staten Island, 148th Street and Eighth Avenue,

         15  not on Central Park West or near Bryant Park, and

         16  the numbers of millions of dollars they get every

         17  year are from their concessions, we can't even get

         18  one dollar out of a ten or one dollar out of a

         19  twenty, to go to support our community gardens.

         20                 I come today, again, to ask that you,

         21  the City Council, to not forget about us. Although

         22  we are little in numbers and unlike developers, have

         23  little financial backing, that you will find that

         24  the only way we are able to sustain the first wave

         25  of wrath of community garden through legislation.
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          2  That is why I ask that you support Resolution No.

          3  1033, which calls for supporting an existing

          4  GreenThumb gardens, setting aside more parkland,

          5  open space and vacant lots to be developed as

          6  permanent GreenThumb community gardens.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 MS. WASHINGTON: Can everyone hear me?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Loud and

         10  clear.

         11                 MS. WASHINGTON: Great. My name is

         12  Karen Washington. I'm a community gardener foremost.

         13  I am a member of the LaFamilia Verde Community

         14  Garden Coalition in the Bronx, which comprises of

         15  Community Board 6 garden and one in Community Board

         16  7, and I'm also a proud member of the New York City

         17  Community Garden Coalition.

         18                 Chairman Foster, it is with my

         19  pleasure to be here. Thank you so much for your

         20  leadership and support of community gardens.

         21                 Today I'm here because we need to

         22  start looking for the next steps of community

         23  gardens.

         24                 In the beginning, community gardens

         25  were valued for beautification, but now community
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          2  gardeners are being recognized as part of

          3  sustainable agriculture. Farm Aid 2007 helped to

          4  spotlight community gardens as urban farms, and to

          5  highlight the need for sustainable agriculture and

          6  for New York City to be growing its own produce.

          7                 The City needs to start looking at

          8  community gardens as urban farms, and we need the

          9  tools and resources to make this happen, all right?

         10  So, I'm getting to the chase. I'm telling you

         11  exactly my recommendations, and other community

         12  gardens what our recommendations are.

         13                 Number one, garden tools. Every

         14  garden needs wrought iron fences, rainwater

         15  harvesting system, salt testing, solar panels and

         16  gardens tools. The recommendation is increase the

         17  money to capital budget, work with GreenThumb and

         18  the Council on the Environment to distribute tools.

         19                 Second, greenhouses. Greenhouses in

         20  every community garden will extend the growing

         21  season and increase the number of produce in this

         22  City.

         23                 Recommendations: Greenhouses in the

         24  capital budget.

         25                 Funding. Set funding aside directly
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          2  for infrastructures and community gardens. There are

          3  over 500 community gardens in New York City, and

          4  they need a lot of support.

          5                 Recommendations: Again, increase

          6  capital and discretionary funds for gardening, work

          7  with GreenThumb to distribute those funds.

          8                 Line item next, support City farms

          9  and farmers markets. Support and help increase the

         10  number of community gardener run farmers markets

         11  where gardeners can sell their produce, donate their

         12  produce, and record their yield. Recommendation:

         13  support Just Food and GreenThumbs. And I want to

         14  make a point here, a very important point, that we

         15  love green markets, but there's a difference between

         16  green markets and City farms markets. City farms

         17  markets are community-garden run - we grow our

         18  produce with real farmers. The money that we make

         19  goes back into our community gardeners to help get

         20  something simple as toilets, youth programs and also

         21  for tools.

         22                 Markets. Permission in parks --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Excuse me, Karen.

         24                 MS. WASHINGTON: Yes?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Slow down. You're
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          2  going too fast.

          3                 MS. WASHINGTON: Okay.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Breathe.

          5                 MS. WASHINGTON: All right, let me

          6  breathe.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay?

          8                 MS. WASHINGTON: Okay.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Now, do the

         10  difference again between --

         11                 MS. WASHINGTON: Green markets, you

         12  see them down on 14th Street and City farm community

         13  markets.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay.

         15                 MS. WASHINGTON: The difference is

         16  that City funds community markets are run by

         17  community gardeners. We pair with rural farmers so

         18  that the money that we make at those farmers markets

         19  go back directly into the community. We provide

         20  jobs.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: So, when you say

         22  you pair with rural farmers?

         23                 MS. WASHINGTON: Okay, so we grow it,

         24  we own it.

         25                 So, we have a farmer's market. We get
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          2  the farmers from Just Food. They come to us. We

          3  manage that market, okay? So, they come to us, we

          4  manage the market, we pick out the farmers, the

          5  money that is made there stays in the community. So

          6  it's not  farmers coming in, getting the money and

          7  bringing it back out.

          8                 Oh, yes. Markets. I mean, vehicles.

          9  We like to have a vehicle, City farms vehicle. Right

         10  now City farms market, we use our personal vehicle.

         11  We use stationwagons, cars, U-Haul rentals. Yes, we

         12  would like the Parks Department to either donate a

         13  vehicle through private industry, or City agencies

         14  in these community run farmers market.

         15                 Advertisement. Critical. Critical.

         16  Critical. Recommendations. Support from the City to

         17  advertise community-run farmers market on our buses,

         18  trains and the City Council weekly newsletters.

         19  Farmers market federation signs can be hung on

         20  lightposts at no cost.

         21                 Record keeping of garden yields. Help

         22  put a system in place where data is kept on how much

         23  food in each garden that can be produced.

         24                 Recommendations: Partnership with

         25  organizations that are willing to work on this, and
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          2  that are already doing it, like Just Food, Council

          3  on the Environment and GreenThumb.

          4                 Value-added product. The City needs

          5  to support gardeners creating value-added products

          6  which can be made and sold throughout the growing

          7  season. Gardeners need a processing plant,

          8  commercial kitchen --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay, what's

         10  value-added products?

         11                 MS. WASHINGTON: These are --

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: You've got to

         13  talk like we don't know what we're talking about.

         14                 MS. WASHINGTON: For instance, many of

         15  our gardeners harvest the stuff that we grow, like

         16  onions and green peppers and they make relish. And,

         17  so herbs, some people make sass from herbs. So,

         18  these are value-added products that we make, but we

         19  need a venue in trying to distribute that and also a

         20  kitchen so we can make these things properly.

         21                 Urban farm designation. Land that's

         22  fit for development and community gardens with low

         23  or no members can be set aside as designated farm,

         24  urban, agricultural sites.

         25                 Recommendations, again, work with
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          2  GreenThumb to create a new designation, a

          3  designation that says urban farm sites.

          4                 School programs. We all know about

          5  this. Community gardens need to be used as learning

          6  centers. There needs to be a connection with schools

          7  and gardens. So that young kids can learn exactly

          8  where food comes from. New York Botanic Gardens

          9  already have some sort of curriculum program.

         10  Council on the Environment is working with Morris

         11  High School, and believe it or not there is a high

         12  school in Queens. I think it's John --

         13                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM THE

         14  AUDIENCE: Baum.

         15                 MS. WASHINGTON: John Baum. Thank you.

         16  High school in Queens. I have to take a look at

         17  that. I'm very, very impressed with that. We need

         18  more of that.

         19                 Apprenticeships. Youth need to get

         20  involved with community gardens and apprenticeship

         21  program. We met with the Speaker last week and was

         22  talking about doing now vendors permit. How about

         23  getting youth vendors permit to sell produce,

         24  produce and fruit from our local community gardens.

         25  Also, place City youth at our farmers markets.
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          2                 City tours. How about the City

          3  adjusting the sightseeing tour to include community

          4  gardens. I see Gray Lines all around New York City.

          5  Please come by, stop and look at a community garden,

          6  revenue sharing thing.

          7                 Hello, I like this next one.

          8  Community Garden Day. Yes, a day to celebrate

          9  community gardens throughout the City. A parade down

         10  Manhattan Fifth Avenue, maybe in July. We could work

         11  with the City to come up with a Community Garden

         12  Day, and also with the New York City Community

         13  Garden Coalition.

         14                 Some of the initiatives that already

         15  happened is Farm Aid. Who would have thunk (sic) it

         16  that Farm Aid would be in New York City. Well, here

         17  it made history. It was here and it was the

         18  community gardens that paired with the rural

         19  farmers. Everybody was talking about community

         20  gardens as urban farms.

         21                 Also, last week Governor Spitzer

         22  passed a Statewide Food Policy. We need to get on

         23  board with that one. People say that we couldn't get

         24  an Attorney General then to come to a community

         25  garden and speak - we got him. The New York City
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          2  Community Garden Coalition continues to be at the

          3  forefront when it comes to politics. We go to

          4  Albany, wherever you want us to go, we go. We'll be

          5  there.

          6                 And last, Mayor Bloomberg has

          7  appointed Ben Thompson in charge of the new City

          8  Food Policy Program. We need to be part of that

          9  discussion.

         10                 Also, we have been working with the

         11  New York City -- Community Garden Coalition has been

         12  working with the Department of Agriculture to

         13  reinstate the State Office of Community Gardens,

         14  which is very, very important. Community Garden is

         15  not only Citywide, but Statewide, in strength, and

         16  there is a movement that is going on around the

         17  country, the importance of community gardens, and

         18  hopefully New York City can be that agency that

         19  brings State Office of Community Garden into

         20  fruition.

         21                 Next. We need the Mayor's plan to

         22  include, as someone said, community gardens.

         23  Community gardens for land, community gardens for

         24  urban farms, greenhouses and rooftop gardens.

         25                 I am in support, without hesitation,
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          2  the resolution for 1030. Thank you. Thirty-three.

          3                 MR. JAVADI: Is it working? Wow, I

          4  have to follow that. So, I just wanted to first and

          5  foremost thank Helen Diane Foster.

          6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: State your

          7  name.

          8                 MR. JAVADI: Aresh Javadi, More

          9  Gardens Coalition, as well as the New York City

         10  Community Garden Coalition.

         11                 So, first of all, Helen Diane Foster,

         12  thank you. Also, your whole staff, in particular

         13  Jim, who put a lot of his time and effort into this,

         14  so I thank him very, very much. And also for the

         15  rest of the Council members for being here and

         16  actively supporting this and your community gardens,

         17  so thank you. But mostly, of course, is the

         18  community gardeners here, who have done the work 30

         19  years ago as I sort of put down there. They were one

         20  of the first grassroot meeting groups that did, like

         21  little angels, came down and started cleaning the

         22  steps, the earth, all of the torn up parts of our

         23  earth, they came here, they did what was necessary,

         24  and they didn't ask for anybody's help except for

         25  their own communities, their own neighborhoods. They
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          2  did what their hearts were, you know, they were

          3  guided, and that's why we're here, to continue that.

          4                 It's not about saving but preserving

          5  and also just having these professors, these angels,

          6  continue their work, because the time is here, and I

          7  think everyone knows that we are in this precipice

          8  where this humankind will either make it or not, but

          9  that part of being green and harmonious with nature

         10  will be a big part of that. And New York City just

         11  happens to be like the heart of the umpires, so we

         12  need to change it right here, and people who have

         13  been doing it need to continue doing it, and

         14  changing that and start turning this sort of ship

         15  off of the waterfall, or whatever we're going to

         16  call it.

         17                 So, yes, let's make this resolution

         18  happen ASAP. And as you mentioned, everybody said

         19  this so many times, we need it, we need it, we need

         20  it. It needs to happen now. Justice, justice,

         21  justice now.

         22                 And then 40,000 vacant lots, we've

         23  had that opportunity, now we're down to very few.

         24  So, those few need to be kept, and, again, any new

         25  opportunity that comes for greenspace to be created,
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          2  let's do it on parks, on rooftops, wherever it can

          3  happen.

          4                 And, again, I thank you for also all

          5  of those folks who came out in the streets,

          6  demonstrated, got arrested. That's really important.

          7  They're all here. Sometimes we forget about those

          8  folks. That's the fire that sort of shines the light

          9  on the big picture, too.

         10                 And then, yes, let's do it. Let's

         11  make it happen. Thank you very much.

         12                 And let me just add this one picture

         13  that some of you have probably seen. I think that

         14  the spirit is in our hearts, but sometimes a visual

         15  might help.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Don't leave yet,

         17  because Council Member Gerson has a question, or a

         18  comment, after.

         19                 MR. JAVADI: I know it's hard to see

         20  the top part, let's move it a little forward. That's

         21  the top. That's the rooftops, solar panels, this is

         22  the future. And then I'm just going to clear it back

         23  to the autumn. So, here it is, the community gardens

         24  there and then pull it a little tighter, and that's

         25  what's going to happen in the future on this side,
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          2  having streets, more community gardens, again the

          3  watery catchment, people planting trees in streets.

          4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM THE

          5  AUDIENCE: See, we have a market here.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Great. Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Ms.

          9  Washington. A great performance deserves an encore.

         10                 MS. WASHINGTON: Yes, what can I do

         11  for you?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Let me ask

         13  you, I was very intrigued by your suggestion for the

         14  creation of a specific urban farm designation.

         15                 MS. WASHINGTON: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Is there

         17  currently within the City of New York any similar or

         18  equivalent designation in any corresponding office

         19  that is specifically, pardon my ignorance,

         20  specifically targeted to support urban farms?

         21                 MS. WASHINGTON: We don't have, and I

         22  guess Jack can talk to that, we don't have a

         23  specific organization within cities that's

         24  designated for like an office of urban farm. But

         25  it's something as the City starts talking about food

                                                            109

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  policy, and with the expansion of community gardens

          3  and with maybe vacant lots, that we can sort of

          4  consider that as a great idea, something to explore

          5  and I hope that the Council can take that into

          6  consideration.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: And that would

          8  be helpful to promoting all the activities, the

          9  kitchens, the promotion?

         10                 MS. WASHINGTON: Without a doubt. You

         11  will see it will be generating jobs. For the City

         12  now to have more produce grown locally, I think

         13  that's the most important thing, getting involved in

         14  that, because you have to look at the next phase of

         15  community gardens. In the beginning was

         16  beautification, but now the focus is on food and

         17  food policy, and we have some, as a matter in fact,

         18  out in Brooklyn, added value. You have Taqua Farm

         19  (phonetic) in the Bronx, you have small areas of

         20  land which are doing urban agriculture, but we need

         21  to do more. We have the focus on just generating

         22  food.

         23                 MR. JAVADI: I can answer a little

         24  bit, too. During World War II there was a victory

         25  garden, which basically because of World War II and
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          2  the people had all the food being sent to the army,

          3  40 percent of the vegetables and fruits were grown

          4  in cities all across the United States. And I think

          5  that time is coming again, where, you know, with the

          6  price of oil and everything, you need to start

          7  thinking local and that can happen. Maybe not as

          8  much land, since there was a time where I think

          9  Brooklyn and Queens had the number one production of

         10  apples in the United States, well, that's changing a

         11  little bit. So, but I think that can come back again

         12  with the rooftops and many other ways.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: No, I was just

         14  going to ask you, presumably if we had an office

         15  dedicated to this purpose, we could get a little bit

         16  more working with you all who have the experience,

         17  we could get a little bit more creative in terms of

         18  alternative spaces of different levels of

         19  above-ground --

         20                 MS. WASHINGTON: Bean houses, rooftop

         21  gardens, and also you can educate children. Why

         22  should a tomato come from Chili when we grow

         23  tomatoes right here in New York City. Why are

         24  collard greens, which I love so much, coming from --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I do, too.
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          2                 MS. WASHINGTON: -- South and North

          3  Carolina, when we can grow them right here in New

          4  York City? Why is Papalopa, peche, herbs that are

          5  found in Mexico can be grown right here.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Well, we do

          7  grow a purple carrot.

          8                 Let me just ask, and thank you, I

          9  just want to conclude, because as the gentleman to

         10  your left knows, I know him well, and I look forward

         11  to the Halloween Party also coming up, right? But

         12  you know, we have, Madam Chair, a big chunk of land

         13  in our community that's owned by the City and we're

         14  engaged in a very heated discussion as to its

         15  future, and inevitably I believe its future should

         16  be a mixed use future. But we don't commonly

         17  consider the possibility of urban farming in this

         18  type of land disposition, and it seems to me that's

         19  a lost opportunity, and I thank you for highlighting

         20  that. And as a good next step creating that type of

         21  division or office, I think could really benefit all

         22  of us.

         23                 MS. WASHINGTON: Can I just add one

         24  thing? I have a colleague in the audience, I don't

         25  know if Molly is still here, that her and I are
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          2  going to, hopefully we're going to go to Santa Cruz

          3  in April to learn about farming, a six-month course

          4  and hopefully we'll come back and be ready to farm.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: There you go.

          6  Well, thank you very much.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Before you leave,

          8  let me just thank you both for everything you do.

          9  And Karen, your energy, this was like, for a Monday

         10  morning, this was kind of like a good love fest

         11  meeting, which is a change.

         12                 But, again, as we talked about, when

         13  I saw you at the Botanical Gardens, we've got to

         14  make sure we communicate at just the simplest level

         15  with the local elected officials who can get the

         16  information out about our urban farmers markets; am

         17  I calling them right?

         18                 MS. WASHINGTON: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: So that we can

         20  start. A lot of it may come because we just don't

         21  know it's there. And we can be the conduit of

         22  information to make sure it gets out. And you know,

         23  I tell this story often, when I was running, the

         24  first time I went to a community garden and I'm a

         25  City girl, and I didn't know, you know, black-eyed
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          2  peas to me came in a Goya can, and when I saw

          3  black-eyed peas for the first time, that was really

          4  like growing out of the ground, so that type of

          5  thing that we can start, you know, with the elected

          6  officials on the City and State level, start

          7  spreading the word, bringing, you know, students in

          8  or kids in on Saturdays and showing us all what we

          9  need to be doing, because what you clearly have done

         10  in your testimony is you're thinking outside of the

         11  box, and so often we're used to just thinking in the

         12  box, that we would never think of an urban farm, you

         13  know, in the Bronx, or whatever. So, thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 MS. WASHINGTON: You're welcome. Thank

         16  you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Chair, I

         18  have to excuse myself.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you so

         21  much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We are almost

         23  done, so I understand.

         24                 Hanna Riseley-White, Green Guerillas;

         25  Howard Hava Worley.
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          2                 MR. WORLEY: Haja.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Oh, that's a J,

          4  I'm sorry. I thought it was a V.

          5                 Nick, can we jus squeeze one more

          6  chair and then we can finish everybody?

          7                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Absolutely.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Robin Simmen and

          9  Alex Feleppa.

         10                 And, Hannah, you can get started as

         11  we get everyone situated.

         12                 MS. RISELEY-WHITE: Okay. I am Hannah

         13  Riseley-White. And I'm here representing Green

         14  Guerillas, which is a small non-profit organization.

         15  I should also say that I am also a community

         16  gardener, and I've brought some written testimony,

         17  but before I just go through that, I just want to

         18  say two points that I think are the most important

         19  things that kind of echo what everybody has said

         20  here today; and the first is that the work that

         21  community gardeners do in New York City does not

         22  just address open greenspace issues. It addresses

         23  health issues, it addresses crime issues, it

         24  addresses education, something that their work

         25  reaches a lot of those problems that the City is
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          2  facing. And then the second point is, because of

          3  that any resources, any support that you can throw

          4  their way will have an exponential effect.

          5                 These individuals are volunteering

          6  their time and they have spent the last many years,

          7  spending a lot of their time trying to fight to

          8  preserve their gardens or trying to identify

          9  resources for their gardens. And if they had a

         10  little bit more coming their way, they would be able

         11  to focus that energy they have on just improving

         12  their gardens and addressing all of those issues in

         13  their neighborhood. Greenspace, health, education,

         14  crime, all of those things.

         15                 So, basically Green Guerillas has

         16  been helping grassroots groups cultivate, manage and

         17  preserve community gardens since 1973. Some of the

         18  things that we're currently working on are outlined

         19  in our testimony. Basically we hope community garden

         20  groups recruit volunteers, increase membership and

         21  spur community participation and their gardens so

         22  that community gardens can serve as active, open

         23  public spaces and community centers.

         24                 We're working to boost food

         25  production in neighborhoods, by helping community
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          2  gardeners grow more healthy fresh food for their

          3  families' tables and for distribution to emergency

          4  food providers.

          5                 This past growing season, Green

          6  Guerillas helped 30 community garden groups in Bed

          7  Stuy grow more than 25,000 pounds of fruits and

          8  vegetables.

          9                 We're also helping people take

         10  advantage of new opportunities to grow food in the

         11  City. I think just in the last session, Council

         12  Member Gerson was referring to like identifying new

         13  pieces of land that could potentially be used as

         14  urban farms.

         15                 This past year Green Guerillas

         16  obtained site control over a 19,000 square foot lot

         17  in Ocean Hill Brownsville and is organizing a group

         18  that is growing food on that site. So that's a

         19  potential thing that we should take advantage of and

         20  think about taking advantage of.

         21                 Green Guerillas also works to foster

         22  and support partnerships between community garden

         23  groups and local community-based organizations, as a

         24  way of increasing the positive impact of community

         25  gardens on neighborhoods.
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          2                 We also serve as a fiscal sponsor for

          3  grants to community garden groups. This fiscal year

          4  alone Green Guerillas will be helping community

          5  garden groups manage more than $20,000 in grants,

          6  and the $13,000 that's listed on the testimony is

          7  actually from Council Member Robert Jackson's

          8  office.

          9                 So, whether it's through us or

         10  through other community-based organizations and

         11  non-profits, we encourage you to encourage your

         12  fellow Council people to direct funding to community

         13  gardens. And like I said before, that small amount

         14  of money actually has an exponential affect.

         15                 What can you all do? We would

         16  encourage you to increase funding, obviously, for

         17  organizing efforts for staff housed in the

         18  GreenThumb Program, and that could be for the

         19  specific role of developing urban agriculture

         20  policy, also doing organizing and outreach marketing

         21  to expand activity in community gardens.

         22                 And then, of course, funding for

         23  basic resources, like all of those things that Karen

         24  Washington just mentioned, as well as things like

         25  healthy soil, composting program, education
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          2  programming, we love what GreenThumb has been doing

          3  and we hope that they will be able to build on that.

          4                 And then also I have on here fund new

          5  farmers market development projects as a way to

          6  increase access to local food in neighborhoods

          7  throughout the City.

          8                 The other thing that you can do is

          9  help build partnerships. That means both talking

         10  with your fellow Councilpeople to encourage them to

         11  build partnerships with community gardens in their

         12  district, and help community gardeners identify

         13  mutually beneficial connections within their

         14  neighborhoods with other organizations.

         15                 And then as a lot of people have

         16  mentioned, PlaNYC 2030 and encourage Mayor Bloomberg

         17  to include community gardens and urban food

         18  programming in greening the City.

         19                 So, thank you.

         20                 MR. WORLEY: Thank you. I am very

         21  pleased to be here today. My name is Howard Haja

         22  Worley. I am co-director of Project Harmony,

         23  Incorporated. Also a member of the Joseph Daniel

         24  Wilson Memorial Garden, and also a member of the New

         25  York City Community Garden Coalition.
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          2                 I'd like to thank you for having us

          3  here, Councilman Foster. I just want to just kind of

          4  put emphasis on the importance of gardens, how

          5  important gardens are to the fabric of the City and

          6  what an impact we have raised on the City. I call

          7  gardeners "guardians," as well as gardeners. I call

          8  them guardians because they protect, as well as

          9  serve the community by protecting open space and

         10  green space.

         11                 We have been in existence, our garden

         12  has been in existence since 1985. It was started by

         13  my wife, Cynthia Dublinic (phonetic) Worley and

         14  Joseph Daniel Wilson, an elder in the community, and

         15  the story is much the same as many gardens in the

         16  City, they had to start off with just, you know, the

         17  dragging off of all kinds of debris, refuse, you

         18  know, dead animal carcasses and the like, and so,

         19  you know, it takes a lot of effort and it takes a

         20  lot of work, a lot of work goes into developing a

         21  community garden in most cases.

         22                 I think that we are on the same page

         23  with the Mayor, in terms of a Greener Gotham for

         24  2030, and I just want to see that continue. I want

         25  to say that we have had -- we are a linking, I mean
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          2  the gardeners know each other. I see a lot of people

          3  here that I know and I'm happy to see them here. I'd

          4  like to thank Ms. Poggi for having had our children,

          5  we had a summer day camp for children in our garden

          6  and we were able to go to Ms. Poggi's garden. I

          7  would like to thank Green Guerillas, who has always

          8  been a help to us. More Gardens has always been a

          9  help to us, and just the number of people we would

         10  have been able to link, we would have never have

         11  known each other except by linking up through

         12  gardening. And, so, it's a very, very powerful, very

         13  powerful tool.

         14                 We right now are threatened in our

         15  garden by a land-owner who has two sites in the

         16  garden. Two slivers that are really not developable,

         17  but he's had it since 1973, and up until that point

         18  he's never decided until recently to fence off his

         19  particular sites. And, so, we are being threatened

         20  and they are going to do a survey of our garden

         21  soon.

         22                 So, I have always felt that just

         23  because of the -- just because we are protected up

         24  until 2010, you know, doesn't mean we're protected

         25  from now on. I've seen what they've done with the
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          2  Yankee Stadium and the park they have destroyed in

          3  the Bronx, and, you know, and I think that can

          4  happen to any of us.

          5                 So, I say to us stay vigilant, and I

          6  want the Council to also stay vigilant in terms of

          7  supporting the efforts of the community gardeners.

          8  Because we're not just gardeners, we're guardians.

          9  We don't just do this as a hobby. We do this because

         10  most of us just started doing gardening because we

         11  love our communities, and we started the whole

         12  garden effort because we wanted to clean up and

         13  secure our communities.

         14                 So, I would ask you to support us,

         15  and I support Resolution 1033.

         16                 MS. SIMMEN: I'm Robin Simmen. I'm the

         17  Director of the Brooklyn Greenbridge Program at the

         18  Brooklyn Botanic Garden, and our mission is to

         19  extend the resources of the Botanic Garden out into

         20  the Borough of Brooklyn and beyond. I love what I

         21  just heard about the guardians, that's so true.

         22  Community gardens are the center of heeling in so

         23  many neighborhoods in Brooklyn, which has the most

         24  densely -- it's the most densely populated spot,

         25  Urban Place in America, and it has the least per
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          2  capita greenspace in the United States.

          3                 So, those community gardens serve

          4  incredibly essential, not just important, essential

          5  functions. Certainly in our children's lives they

          6  often serve as de facto school gardens, since we

          7  have no school gardening program in New York, and

          8  community gardens are the ones who are teaching

          9  children about where food comes from and about

         10  biodiversity and about the fact that we're all part

         11  of the natural environment.

         12                 So, I really support this resolution

         13  so wholeheartedly. I'm incredibly heartened by the

         14  fact that you've brought it forward. And I

         15  especially wanted to focus on the last point that

         16  you make here about abandoned land being offered to

         17  other gardeners, and if none are found to be

         18  developed as mapped parkland or designated open

         19  space. Incredibly important, please don't negotiate

         20  that away. For all the reasons that we're hearing

         21  about urban agriculture, I also -- I wanted to just

         22  throw in my two cents about that.

         23                 People call us at BBG and say I'd

         24  like to raise this crop, do you know of any vacant

         25  lots where I can do that. And at the moment, no, we
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          2  don't have any plan in place, but food is, as many

          3  people have been saying, it's vitally important,

          4  it's critically important, it's a national security.

          5  You know, we really should be thinking about it in

          6  those terms, and certainly locally we need to be

          7  thinking about it in those terms, as well.

          8                 Other cities around the world have

          9  suffered horrendous public health issues when their

         10  food systems crash, and we need to think about that

         11  here.

         12                 And, finally, I also just wanted to

         13  say I really see this as a public health measure on

         14  every level, as it relates to food, as it relates to

         15  mental well-being, crime, obesity, et cetera.

         16  Everything that we're hearing today. So, it's a

         17  multi-functional thing. And thank Heavens we're

         18  starting to have the vision to look beyond the

         19  immediate development pressure of the present and

         20  think about how we want the City to look in our

         21  children's lives.

         22                 So, thanks.

         23                 MR. FELEPPA: My name is Alex Feleppa.

         24  I'm the Director of Horticulture at the

         25  Horticultural Society of New York.
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          2                 A historical and cultural institution

          3  here in the City, the Horticultural Society of New

          4  York was formed over 105 years ago. At that time, it

          5  was primarily a group of gentlemen scientists who

          6  got together to share their horticultural knowledge

          7  and expertise. Over time, as the City as evolved to

          8  the environment we know it to be today, HSNY evolved

          9  as well. We have come to see that there are so many

         10  communities and individuals throughout the City that

         11  are unable to reach their full potential of

         12  understanding the natural world around them.

         13                 We all want the City to be greener

         14  and healthier as we move into the future, and it's

         15  only if we work together to achieve that goal that

         16  we will succeed.

         17                 That is why the horticultural society

         18  of New York chooses to reach out and educate those

         19  that otherwise would not receive the necessary

         20  stimulus to grow and flourish.

         21                 In public schools throughout the City

         22  we have a program called Appleseed, with educators

         23  teaching hands-on supplemental earth science

         24  curriculums, designed to further educate children of

         25  the intricacies of the natural world, it's plants,
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          2  wildlife and insects.

          3                 In the summer we keep those young

          4  minds growing with an interactive literacy program

          5  called Read And Seed taught at New York Public

          6  Libraries where HSNY has a presence through a green

          7  program called Green Branches. Green Branches is

          8  another of our community outreach programs where we

          9  design with local communities and install four local

         10  communities, professional sustainable gardens

         11  outside of their library branches.

         12                 These gardens are not just

         13  sanctuaries of green, but they are also actively

         14  used living classrooms where patrons can take their

         15  gained knowledge far beyond the book shelves.

         16                 Knowledge is crucial, but

         17  experiential learning is how we convince people of

         18  all ages that they, too, can make a difference and

         19  make our world a greener place.

         20                 We even work with the men and women

         21  at the Greenhouse on Rikers Island Jail teaching

         22  them horticulture so they have a new skill and

         23  challenge to work towards. And with newfound skills

         24  and determination, those individuals emerge with a

         25  sense of focus and ability that prevents the great
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          2  majority of them from falling into the same traps

          3  they fell into before. These same men and women

          4  becomes members of the Green Team and go to work

          5  planting vibrant gardens all over the City.

          6                 We work with public and private

          7  organizations, educators, as well as their students,

          8  everyone from young children to senior citizens.

          9                 During a recent garden visit I found

         10  a Green Team member, a now good friend of mine,

         11  teaching a whole group of volunteers from

         12  out-of-state, how to plant a garden, and it gave me

         13  goosebumps to think about how that knowledge is

         14  going to be spread far beyond our five boroughs.

         15                 We are never too old to learn, and I

         16  have seen how those lessons have exponential impacts

         17  within local communities.

         18                 Knowing how to appreciate and care

         19  for the natural world around us, empowered minds

         20  will continue to spread horticultural knowledge and

         21  foster sustainable and diverse communities. It's up

         22  to us to share our knowledge and love of the natural

         23  world with everyone around us.

         24                 The Horticultural Society of New York

         25  has been a long-time supporter of the community
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          2  gardening movement here in the City, as we

          3  demonstrate through our own community outreach

          4  programs, the most important thing is providing

          5  green space and community outlet in under-served

          6  areas where kids and adults are least educated about

          7  the importance of greenspace and the nutritional and

          8  health benefits of plants.

          9                 Certainly we stand behind the

         10  creation and maintenance of greenspace, especially

         11  in New York City where we have less than half the

         12  public parkland of most American cities. Regular

         13  physical activity promotes health and happiness for

         14  gardeners of all ages. As global warming and natural

         15  phenomena become more serious, the additional

         16  environmental education in these gardens makes

         17  individuals more aware and conscious of how their

         18  actions impact the environment.

         19                 The cultural variation of community

         20  gardeners and their plantings further demonstrate

         21  how New York City has the most diverse cultures from

         22  around the world, living and working peacefully

         23  together.

         24                 We applaud groups, such as Council on

         25  the Environment, for incorporating progressive green
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          2  technologies, such as rain and water harvesting

          3  systems. According to a document by New York City

          4  Council members, the City has never created a

          5  comprehensive planning document that includes

          6  GreenThumb Gardens as part of the neighborhood, or

          7  Citywide infrastructure, yet affordable housing and

          8  accessible green open spaces like GreenThumb Gardens

          9  work together to improve the overall quality of life

         10  in the neighborhood.

         11                 On behalf of the Horticultural

         12  Society of New York, I believe that GreenThumb

         13  Gardens should be incorporated as part of the City

         14  infrastructure. I agree that there should be

         15  management agreements with set responsibilities and

         16  checkpoints. Creation and installation of community

         17  gardens is a first step, but maintenance planning is

         18  crucial for the long-term sustainability of these

         19  greenspaces.

         20                 Giving greater responsibility of

         21  garden groups who care for the gardens, increases

         22  the level of caring and determination to keep these

         23  spaces beautiful. GreenThumb as a liaison ensures

         24  that assistance with tools and materials and

         25  education continue to promote the successful upkeep
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          2  as issues such as plant, pests, and diseases come

          3  about.

          4                 It's important that we incorporate

          5  all members of the community to help care for these

          6  gardens as each individual has a unique knowledge

          7  and contribution to offer.

          8                 Just lastly, the Horticultural

          9  Society of New York is a 105-year-old resource for

         10  everybody in New York City. At our headquarters on

         11  37th Street we have the largest horticultural

         12  library in Manhattan, open to the public free of

         13  charge. If there is any way that we can help Council

         14  members or general public, please let us know. Thank

         15  you very much.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you. Thank

         17  you very much. Thank you for taking the time out to

         18  come testify. Thank you to members of my own Council

         19  that I see here today. There being no more

         20  testimony, this meeting is adjourned.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 1:10 p.m.)
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