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Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to technical amendments to section 24-163.1 of such code.


On December 21, 2005, the Committee on Environmental Protection  (“Committee”), chaired by Council Member James Gennaro, will vote on Int. No. 744, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to technical amendments to section 24-163.1 of such code, which pertains to the City’s purchase of lower emitting and more fuel-efficient motor vehicles.  The Committee held a hearing on the legislation on December 6, 2005.
I.
 Introduction
On April 20, 2005, the City Council passed Int. No. 414-A, which repealed existing sections 24-163.1 and 24-163.2 of the Administrative Code and added new versions of these sections to the Code.  This legislation was subsequently signed into law on May 9, 2005 and became effective on August 9, 2005.  

Among other provisions, new section 24-163.1 contains requirements regarding the City’s purchase of light and medium-duty vehicles, including a requirement that the City purchase the lowest emitting vehicles in accordance with a hierarchy set forth in that section and that the City increase the average fuel economy of its annual light-duty vehicle purchases, ultimately achieving a minimum 20% increase above Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 levels by FY 2016.  

Int. No. 744 contains technical amendments to such provisions, which reflect the original intent of the Council in passing Int. No. 414-A and which clarify the fuel economy requirements that pertain to FYs 2012, 2014 and 2015 and section 24-163.1’s applicability to diesel vehicles 8,500 pounds and below that are not required to be retrofitted pursuant to section 24-163.4 of the Administrative Code.

II. Analysis of Int. No. 744
Section one of Int. No. 744 amends paragraph two of subdivision (d) of section 24-163.1 of the Administrative Code, by explicitly stating the minimum percentage increases in the average fuel economy of all light-duty vehicles purchased by the City that must be achieved during FYs 2012, 2014 and 2015, relative to the average fuel economy of all such vehicles purchased by the City during the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004.  New section 24-163.1 currently does not do this, but rather only mentions the initial fiscal years by which a new minimum percentage increase must be achieved.  

This amendment would make clear that the minimum percentage increase in the average fuel economy achieved during each of these fiscal years shall not be lower than such percentage increase required by section 24-163.1 for the previous fiscal year.  Thus, the minimum percentage increase for FY 2012 would be fifteen percent, while such increase would be eighteen percent for FYs 2014 and 2015.  

Section two of Int. No. 744 amends subdivision (g) of section 24-163.1 of the Administrative Code, which contains exemptions to section 24-163.1.  The bill adds the words “paragraph two of subdivision b” to the reference to section 24-163.4 in the exemption, thus clarifying that, except for subdivision (f), section 24-163.1 shall not apply to diesel fuel-powered motor vehicles that are subject to the retrofit requirements of that paragraph.  Thus, section 24-163.1 shall apply to light-duty diesel fuel-powered motor vehicles, which have a gross vehicle weight rating of 8,500 pounds or less.  

Section three of Int. No. 744 states that this local law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment.

III. Technical Corrections

Please note that in section one of the legislation, commas were added after the 

years “2011” and “2014” in subparagraphs five and six, respectively, of paragraph two of subdivision d of section 24-163.1 of the Administrative Code. 
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