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I. INTRODUCTION
On July 14, 2026, the Committee on Land Use, chaired by Council Member Kevin Riley, will hold a hearing on the following legislation: Introduction No 0833-2026, sponsored by Council Member Nurse in relation to the amendment of restrictions on the location of buildings and other structures along Eastern Parkway in the Borough of Brooklyn. Members of the public are invited to testify.
II. BACKGROUND
Section 18-112 of the NYC Administrative Code requires the construction of buildings or other structures fronting on Eastern Parkway or the extension of Eastern Parkway (from Ralph Avenue to Bushwick Avenue) (“Eastern Parkway Extension”) to be set back 30 feet from the street line (the “Restriction”). This bill will remove the Restriction along the Eastern Parkway Extension from Ralph Avenue to Bushwick Avenue, except on the southern side of the Eastern Parkway Extension from Ralph Avenue to Pitkin Avenue, where the restrictions would remain.
The purpose of the Restriction, first enacted in the mid to late 19th century, was to create a greenway along each side of Eastern Parkway from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden to Evergreen Cemetery.[footnoteRef:1] Overtime lots along Eastern Parkway west of Ralph Avenue as well as the southern side of the Eastern Parkway Extension from Ralph Avenue to Pitkin Avenue were developed in compliance with the Restriction.[footnoteRef:2] [1:   See New York City Board of Standards and Appeals, Resolution for Case Nos. 149-11-A thru 151-11-A (adopted March 27, 2012), printed in BSA Bulletin No. 14, Vol. 97 (“BSA 2012 Decision”); New York City Board of Standards and Appeals, Resolution for Case No. 12-10-A (adopted March 9, 2010), printed in BSA Bulletin No. 11, Vol. 95 (“BSA 2010 Decision”); N.Y.C. City Planning Comm’n, Report on the Crown Heights West Rezoning & Text Amendment, Cal. No. 4, No. C 130213 ZMK at pp. 15-16 (Aug. 7, 2013). ]  [2:  BSA 2010 Decision; BSA 2012 Decision.] 

In contrast, many of the lots along the Eastern Parkway Extension were not developed in conformance with the Restriction. Along the Eastern Parkway Extension, more than 155 tax lots are occupied by buildings constructed within 30 feet of the street line.[footnoteRef:3] Given the number of buildings built to the street line along the Eastern Parkway Extension and not in compliance with the Restriction there is not a land use rationale for maintaining the 30 foot setback.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  BSA 2010 Decision (“...the entire Eastern Parkway Extension, beginning at Ralph Avenue and spanning west to Bushwick Avenue, reflects more than 155 tax lots that are occupied by buildings constructed within 30 feet of the Eastern Parkway Extension, contrary to the Eastern Parkway Restriction...the applicant provided aerial photographs, which support this assertion.”)
BSA 2012 Decision (“...the entire Eastern Parkway Extension, beginning at Ralph Avenue and spanning west to Bushwick Avenue, reflects that a majority of the lots are occupied by buildings constructed within 30 feet of the Eastern Parkway Extension, contrary to the Eastern Parkway Restriction”)(“the applicant submitted a study which analyzed the compliance of the lots along the Eastern Parkway Extension from Ralph Avenue to St. Marks Place with the 30-ft. setback requirement of the Eastern Parkway Restriction; and WHEREAS, the study reflected that 84 of the 94 developed lots in the study area, or 89 percent, do not comply with the 30-ft. setback requirement”]  [4:  BSA 2012 Decision (“the Board notes the existing condition along the Eastern Parkway Extension, which is occupied by a stock of buildings that date back 100 years or more lacks any context for a 30-ft. Setback").] 

 
LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being heard by the Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, please review the full text of the bill, which is attached below. Int. No. 833, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to restrictions on the location of buildings and other structures along Eastern Parkway.
This bill would remove the prohibition on developing a building within 30 feet of the street line along the extension of Eastern Parkway, between Ralph Avenue to Bushwick Avenue, except along the southern side of the extension from Ralph Avenue to Pitkin Avenue.
This local law would take effect immediately.




INT. 0833-2026
By Council Members Nurse and Louis
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to restrictions on the location of buildings and other structures on Eastern parkway 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivisions a and b of section 18-112 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended to read as follows:
§ 18-112 Restrictions on Eastern parkway, etc. a. It shall be unlawful for buildings or other erections, except porches, piazzas, fences, fountains and statuary to remain or at any time to be placed upon any of the lots fronting upon Eastern parkway, from Washington avenue easterly to [the extension of Eastern parkway, or upon the extension of Eastern parkway to Bushwick avenue] Ralph avenue and on the southerly street line of Eastern parkway from Ralph avenue to Pitkin avenue, within thirty feet from the line or sides of such streets respectively.
b. The intervening spaces of land on each side of Eastern parkway [and the Eastern parkway extension] from Washington avenue easterly to Ralph avenue and on the southerly street line of Eastern parkway from Ralph avenue to Pitkin avenue shall be used only for court-yards, and may be planted with trees and shrubbery, and may be otherwise ornamented at the discretion of the respective owners or occupants thereof.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and shall apply to buildings and structures erected prior to such date.
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