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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: I will begin

          3  this meeting of the Committee on Cultural Affairs,

          4  Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations.

          5  My name is Council Member Jose Serrano.

          6                 I would like to welcome you all here

          7  to the hearing. And today, we will be holding a

          8  hearing on two Preconsidered Resolutions.

          9                 The first Resolution condemns

         10  terrorist attacks in Israel.

         11                 And the second Resolution declares

         12  September 11th a Day of Solemn Remembrances.

         13                 I would now like to take the

         14  opportunity to introduce my colleagues on the

         15  Committee here today.  We are joined by Council

         16  Member and Chair of the Finance Committee, David

         17  Weprin; Council Member James Davis; and Council

         18  Member Ruben Diaz, the Reverend Ruben Diaz.

         19                 I would now like to take the

         20  opportunity to allow other members of the Council,

         21  my colleagues, who I traveled with on a recent trip

         22  to Israel, to say a few words about that.  And I

         23  would like to start with David Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Thank you.

         25  When Chairman Serrano says recent, he means very
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          2  recent, because we just got back at 5:30 this

          3  morning.  And we had 12 members of the City Council,

          4  led by our Speaker, Gifford Miller and a number of

          5  my colleagues who are here today, including Majority

          6  Leader Joel Rivera, who was on the trip, as well,

          7  and Council Member James Davis, and Council Member

          8  Melinda Katz, Council Member Simcha Felder, and I

          9  saw Council Member Bill DeBlasio for a minute oh,

         10  there he is, Council Member Bill DeBlasio.

         11                 It was three and a half days, where

         12  we were all very much touched by the spirit and the

         13  resilience of the Israel people. It was an

         14  incredible, you know, impression that we got that

         15  despite daily attacks of terror, and despite the

         16  fact that one woman we met with was totally

         17  paralyzed from the waist down, a mother of four, and

         18  her only concern was for peace.  She had no hatred

         19  in her body of anyone, including the individuals

         20  that perpetrated the terrorist attack against her.

         21                 It was a constant theme throughout

         22  our visit that Yasser Arafat is clearly behind a

         23  number of these attacks. We were presented with

         24  evidence that showed that he signed the

         25  authorization of money, $600 per family to reward
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          2  the families of the terrorist bombers, homicide

          3  bombers, and clearly, had knowledge of terrorist

          4  attacks before and after, and certainly, allowed

          5  them to happen.  I think there is a consensus from

          6  every government official we met with, and we met

          7  with everybody from left to middle to right, and it

          8  was a clear consensus among all the government

          9  officials that we met with that Yasser Arafat has to

         10  go.  That clearly a full peace cannot be done,

         11  cannot be achieved until there is, until Yasser

         12  Arafat is gone, until the terrorist bombing stops.

         13  And ultimately, it may be a slow process, but

         14  ultimately, until the Palestinian leaders allow

         15  democracy among themselves.

         16                 And clearly, there is no question

         17  that Israel is the only democracy in the Middle

         18  East, and that is why I think it is so important

         19  that the City Council, today, take a very strong

         20  stand against terrorism, in support of the State of

         21  Israel, against suicide bombers, really homicide

         22  bombers, and to take a very strong stand about

         23  removing the PLO Office, the Palestinian Authority,

         24  the PLO Mission from their presence in New York

         25  City.
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          2                 And we urge the President and the UN

          3  to do everything in their power to achieve those

          4  ends.  So that is why we are here today.

          5                 And I am a co- prime sponsor of the

          6  Speaker's Bill, which incorporates a number of other

          7  bills, including a bill sponsored by Council Member

          8  Katz and Council Member Nelson, and, of course,

          9  Council Member Koppell, who introduced the PLO Bill

         10  7- A, and I strongly urge all my colleagues to

         11  support the Resolution today.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.

         14  Before I go ahead introducing other members who

         15  traveled on this trip, I would like to just mention

         16  everyone who is here today.  Starting on my right,

         17  Council Member Bill DeBlasio; Council Member Oliver

         18  Koppell; of course, the Chairman Weprin; Council

         19  Member and Majority Leader, Joel Rivera; Council

         20  Member James Davis; Council Member Melinda Katz;

         21  Council Member Lew Fidler; Council Member Eric

         22  Gioia, who is back and forth in another Committee,

         23  he is currently in the other room; Council Member

         24  Reverend Diaz; and Council Member Simcha Felder.

         25                 I would now like to call upon Council
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          2  Member Katz to say a few words about the trip.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Thank you, Mr.

          4  Chair.  I first want to say that the trip really was

          5  a great experience for me on a personal level, it

          6  was the second time I was there.  I learned a lot

          7  this time, and the difference between a few years

          8  ago when I was there and this time, only added to my

          9  resolve of what the New York City Council had a

         10  responsibility to do for the people of the State of

         11  Israel.

         12                 I do not want to expand on it too

         13  much, I think that Councilman Weprin did a very good

         14  job in explaining what a lot of our feelings were as

         15  far as the resolve of the Israel people and the

         16  limited amount of hatred, I think, that exists there

         17  by a people that are constantly being hit upon on a

         18  daily basis.  You know there is a joke going around,

         19  you know, it is always calm until it isn't.  And the

         20  fact of the matter is on a daily basis life goes on.

         21    Life goes on a lot stronger than I thought it

         22  would be.

         23                 If you read the papers today, here in

         24  the City of New York, you would think that you walk

         25  off the plane in Israel and there are these bombings
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          2  in front of you and shooting everywhere. But the

          3  fact of the matter is, the problem is you never know

          4  when that actually will happen, that is the problem.

          5    But Israel tends to go on, they clean up right

          6  away, they do not allow the terrorists to win.  And

          7  I think that that spoke a lot.

          8                 And I was so happy and excited and

          9  privileged to share this experience with such a

         10  cross section of individuals from every race,

         11  nationality and religion in the City Council.  I

         12  think we all learned a lot from the people of Israel

         13  and also from each other.

         14                 On this Resolution, let me just say a

         15  few words, 13,000 attacks on Israel have happened in

         16  the last 23 months. Tourism there is at an ultimate

         17  low.  Tourism there is so low that if we do not do

         18  something to get folks to go back to Israel and

         19  spend money there and make sure that tourism

         20  increases, they are going to be in a lot of trouble

         21  over there, as they already are.

         22                 But that is not going to happen until

         23  the Middle East has some sort of peace to the extent

         24  that people feel comfortable going there, and that

         25  there is some level of stability, not only for the
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          2  people, but for the economy, and for everyone that

          3  is living there.

          4                 In order to do that, I think, it is

          5  extremely important for the City Council and the

          6  entire City of New York to send a message, not only

          7  to the United States of America, but also, and the

          8  government of the United States of America, but also

          9  to the United Nations that they must take a stand

         10  that the world understands that the activities by

         11  the Palestinian community, the suicide bombers, and

         12  any the semitism, anti- semitism issues that are

         13  going on throughout the world, are not going to be

         14  accepted by this government.

         15                 Now this Resolution calls upon the

         16  United Nations and the United States to work

         17  together to close the United Mission Office of the

         18  Palestinian Authority.  Those of you who know me

         19  well, know my opinion of the United Nations is that

         20  they will do almost nothing to help Israel.  They

         21  have proven that, they do not have a good record on

         22  the State of Israel.  Every time they do something,

         23  it seems to be to condemn Israel, and any time the

         24  Palestinian community does anything, it just does

         25  not seem to be an issue.
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          2                 I am hoping that by this City Council

          3  and by the City of New York putting pressure on the

          4  United Nations and the President to condemn suicide

          5  bombings, and also, to work on the Mission that is

          6  here, that we will also, in general, be putting

          7  pressure on the United Nations as the International

          8  Peace- keeping Unit in the world, to actually take a

          9  stand and actually do something that is right.

         10                 So, I think that this Resolution is a

         11  good one.  I think that the Speaker and the Chair

         12  have worked very hard to take into account the

         13  opinions of all those folks that worked on the other

         14  Resolutions.  I am very proud that we are passing

         15  this today. It is my hope that people look at this

         16  and say that the New York City Council has taken a

         17  stand on something that is right.  And it is my hope

         18  that the United States and the United Nations really

         19  work towards making sure that the people of Israel

         20  understand that we are behind them, and that they

         21  are not alone, and that we will continue to bring

         22  attention to their cause over there.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         25  much.  I would like to also thank for sponsoring the
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          2  trip, UJA and Ron Soloway and JCRC, and Michael

          3  Miller, who is joining us here today, thank you.

          4                 I would not like to call upon Council

          5  Member Joel Rivera, the Majority Leader to say a few

          6  words.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chair.  This is also my second time visiting the

          9  great State of Israel, and once again, what I was

         10  able to see is a great State and Nation pulling

         11  together during very difficult times and assisting

         12  each other. That shows a great big bond within the

         13  great State of Israel.

         14                 And second, I would like to commend

         15  the leadership of Israel for being able to lead in a

         16  very democratic world within the only democracy

         17  within the Middle East.  And from one democracy to

         18  another democracy, we want to let you know we are on

         19  your side. This is our brother within the Middle

         20  East, Israel, and we must ensure that we do

         21  everything within our power to ensure the safety of

         22  our brothers in Israel.  Why?  Because we have

         23  values as well as the great State of Israel, the

         24  leadership, of ensuring that, you know, people live

         25  a good quality life.  That has not been the case in
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          2  the past year and a half, two years.  Where the

          3  Palestinian Authority and Yasser Arafat have been

          4  sponsoring and helping to organize homicide bombings

          5  within the Israel proper and settlements.  It is an

          6  outrage.

          7                 And what we have to do here in the

          8  City of New York, where we have faced our own tragic

          9  event in the aftermath of 9/11, we must ensure that

         10  we do everything over here to get the message across

         11  that we will tolerate for the abuses that are being,

         12  that are taking place within the Middle East.

         13                 I just read the other day that Yasser

         14  Arafat has $1.3 billion at his disposal, none of

         15  that is going for education, none of that is going

         16  to ensure good quality life styles for the

         17  Palestinian people.  The only education that is

         18  being taught within Yasser Arafat's Regime is an

         19  education where 90 percent of the students sign up

         20  to become suicide bombers, that is the type of

         21  education that is taking place within the facilities

         22  in Palestine.

         23                 And what we must do here is send a

         24  clear message, we will not tolerate terrorism on our

         25  land, and we will not tolerate terrorism in Israel.
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          2  And I am very proud to have been able to visit

          3  Israel for the second time, and I will go again.

          4                 A lot of people say why are you going

          5  during these troubling times?  And I say these are

          6  the most important times to visit places to show our

          7  support.  And I will stand with Israel every step of

          8  the way.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you, Mr.

         11  Majority Leader.  I would now like to call upon

         12  Council Member Bill DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chair.  I am extremely impressed that my

         15  colleagues who were on the trip are so composed this

         16  morning, they all look none worse for the wear.

         17                 I want to first say, we cannot

         18  express our thanks enough to Michael Miller and

         19  David Pollack of JCRC.  We learned more, I think, in

         20  three days, then we ever could have imagined, and

         21  probably in any other three days in our lives,

         22  potentially.  And, bluntly, we learned that so many

         23  of our stereotypes are not true. And I want to echo

         24  Joel's point, people are constantly saying, what can

         25  we do for Israel, I wish we could do more for
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          2  Israel?  The single best thing you could do for

          3  Israel is go there, and go there soon.  It is safe,

          4  it is an amazing experience, you will learn, you

          5  will be a better person for the trip, and that is

          6  the most profound type of solidarity.  And the

          7  Israelis, literally, at every meeting were so

          8  thankful that we were there.  It is like nothing I

          9  have ever experienced any place I have been in my

         10  life, literally, every single person, even people we

         11  just met on the street, expressed their gratitude

         12  that we had come at a time when so many people maybe

         13  are turning their back on Israel.  We should not

         14  ever turn our back on Israel.

         15                 I just want to say simply, I think

         16  this an extremely important Resolution and a well

         17  written and balanced Resolution. I support it

         18  wholeheartedly.

         19                 Another thing that I found throughout

         20  all of our visits with the Israelis of all different

         21  factions and philosophies was a fundamental belief

         22  in peace, deep, deep desire for peace. And it was

         23  absolutely consistent.  And when you talk about the

         24  PLO, I never heard anyone use the word consistent in

         25  the same sentence with the PLO, because it changes
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          2  almost hour- by- hour where the PLO stands, except

          3  for one thing, perhaps, is consistent, decades and

          4  decades of sponsoring terrorism.  And literally no

          5  consistent activities on behalf of peace.

          6                 And I think it is crucial that with

          7  this Resolution, New York City say, we cannot accept

          8  an organization amongst our citizenry that does not

          9  pursue peace on a consistent basis, and in fact,

         10  supports terror over the course of decades.  And, I

         11  would just ask that all of us today, as we are

         12  making our decisions on this Resolution, remember

         13  that the changes that need to be made that will

         14  bring peace to the Middle East begin with each and

         15  every person in the world saying, we will no longer

         16  accept this terrorism against the people of Israel.

         17  And this Resolution is yet another step in what I

         18  hope will become a crescendo across the world of

         19  support for the people of Israel in this struggle.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you

         22  Council Member DeBlasio.  We have been joined by the

         23  Majority Whip, Leroy Comrie, and also Council Member

         24  Gale Brewer.  Thank you for joining.

         25                 I would not like to ask Council
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          2  Member Comrie to say a few words.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Good morning,

          4  Mr. Chair, and thank you.  As you know, I also, was

          5  honored to be asked to attend the trip to Israel,

          6  and we just came back this morning.  So I am kind of

          7  floating on air, literally and figuratively, because

          8  I was blessed to be able to attend.  I believe in

          9  religion and to be in a land of what is considered

         10  to be the cradle of religion was a deep, spiritual

         11  moving, uplifting time for me.  And I believed in a

         12  lot of things prior to going to Israel.  And going

         13  to Israel and seeing for myself with my own eyes

         14  what the people are dealing with, what the culture

         15  has to do, what people have to do to continue to

         16  maintain themselves as a people, as a country, as a

         17  democratic society on a day- to- day level was quite

         18  impressive to me, it was moving to me.  I felt that

         19  the country, despite everything that they have gone

         20  through for the last 23 months, there was active

         21  commerce, people were on the buses, people were

         22  determined to live their lives.

         23                 As we went to a settlement, we found

         24  out that people are determined to be a normal

         25  country.  People are willing to sacrifice to make
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          2  that happen.  People are willing to do whatever is

          3  necessary to maintain democracy in spite of terror.

          4  The Israeli people were resilient in their purpose,

          5  they were resilient in their thoughts, in their life

          6  spirit, in their ability to come back from

          7  adversity, in their desire.  And it just kept

          8  resignating their desire to be a democratic society,

          9  to work with all of those who are in the land, who

         10  are part of the land, who wish to be part of the

         11  land.  And to do it in a democratic way.

         12                 I said while I was on the trip that I

         13  do not know if New Yorkers could survive 140

         14  successful terrorist attacks.  You know we did

         15  suffer from 9/11 - -  Always rings when you are

         16  talking.  We did suffer from 9/11, which was a

         17  horrendous attack of a major magnitude that

         18  hopefully will never happen again in this world.

         19  But for people to have to suffer through 140

         20  terrorist bombing attacks that could happen on a

         21  street, that could happen at a restaurant, that

         22  could happen at a university, that could happen at

         23  an outdoor discotheque, all places that we saw

         24  during the trip. To see, we went by the Sbarro

         25  (phonetic) that had just blown up a couple of months
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          2  ago.  We went by Cafe Moment.

          3                 We went by the other places that I

          4  just stated, and to see the resiliency of the

          5  people.  The people that are eating at Sbarro, the

          6  people that were at Cafe Moment, the people that

          7  were still going on the street, even though one

          8  street we had gone to had been bombed three times,

          9  for whatever reason, it was just a particular

         10  street.  And unfortunately, there was a Temple

         11  nearby, and for whatever reason, or a particular

         12  reason, the bombers picked when they knew it would

         13  be high traffic on that street to go to that street.

         14    And to see the resiliency of the people, to see

         15  the determination of the people, to live a

         16  democratic life, to live in an open society, to live

         17  in a society where they knew that even tomorrow they

         18  may be bombed again.

         19                 We talked to people from all aspects

         20  of Israeli life, from people that were doing

         21  emergency services work, the people that were trying

         22  to help people with their psychological healing to

         23  resolve their problems and emotional difficulties,

         24  to, I am sure, as Council Member Weprin said, the

         25  woman that had lost her lower part of her body to an
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          2  accident, and to find out that they had no hatred,

          3  but a determined resolve to maintain their status as

          4  a country, to maintain a democratic way of life, and

          5  to try to finally resolve conflict.

          6                 As you do know, I had signed onto all

          7  of the earlier resolutions.  Councilman Koppell's

          8  original resolution.  I am proud to be part of this

          9  Resolution as it is today.  It is part of a

         10  democratic process.  We had conversations that

         11  happen with the two resolutions that were

         12  introduced, with conversation and agitation and a

         13  lot of discussion, and a lot of compassionate for

         14  all sides, we finally have a joint Resolution that

         15  is able to be voted through and to be passed.

         16                 I am very grateful for the

         17  opportunity given to me by UJA and JCRC, so that I

         18  could go to see with my own eyes, a region of the

         19  world that is written about in the paper every day.

         20  I am proud of my colleagues that went and attended.

         21  I am proud of everything that we did to represent

         22  and try to find out all the information that we

         23  could in a short period of time.  I would not go

         24  over our itinerary with you, there was so many

         25  things that we did, besides seeing all those places,
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          2  to just find out what the entire scope of the

          3  problem is from people from the Defense area, from

          4  people, as I said earlier that are dealing with the

          5  actual people that are hurting, from people that,

          6  all aspects of life in Israel and life around

          7  Israel, that I felt that in the end to support this

          8  Resolution is a matter of personal conscience for

          9  me, it is a matter of personal pride.  I am proud to

         10  support it.  I hope that all of our members vote for

         11  this Resolution, so that we can, in our own small

         12  way, provide some measure of continued support for

         13  the people of Israel, continued support for one day

         14  that this conflict can end in a positive and

         15  democratic matter.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you,

         18  Council Member Comrie.  I would like to also mention

         19  the presence, and welcome, Council Member Robert

         20  Jackson from Manhattan; Council Member Jim Gennaro;

         21  Council Member Alan Gerson.

         22                 I would now like to call upon Simcha

         23  Felder to say a few words.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Thank you.

         25  And again, I want to thank Michael Miller of JCRC,
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          2  and Ron Soloway from the UJA, and Speaker Miller for

          3  showing leadership at a time when other elected

          4  officials decides to cancel their trips or to limit

          5  them, that we took this trip.  And Howard Pollack, I

          6  want to thank you very much for all the arrangements

          7  and making sure that this trip was wonderful.  It

          8  was beautiful, the trip was beautiful, Israel was

          9  beautiful.

         10                 And I think that without repeating

         11  what was said, I think something that should be

         12  mentioned is the fact that all of my colleagues, it

         13  was wonderful being able to go together with all my

         14  colleagues working together, with people from the

         15  Black community, the Hispanic community, and every

         16  other community, and the Jewish community, as well,

         17  on this trip, working together to show solidarity

         18  with the people of Israel who are fighting terrorism

         19  in the same way that the United States is doing so.

         20                 On one of our meetings with Minister

         21  Sharansky, he talked extensively about the need for

         22  democracy for the Palestinian people, and at the

         23  same time, I think it was the following day we went

         24  to see an absorption center for Ethiopian Jews, and

         25  we met a young lawyer, an Ethiopian Jew, who I think
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          2  is finishing law school, and someone asked him what

          3  political party he belongs to? And he said he

          4  belongs to Israel Baliah (phonetic), which is

          5  Sharansky's Party.  And we asked why?  And it was

          6  for the same reasons that he wants democracy and

          7  equality.  So that means that people in Israel and

          8  people in the United States and democracies

          9  throughout the world are united in the fight against

         10  terrorism.

         11                 I do find, I do like this bill, I do

         12  find some problems with it, in asking the United

         13  Nations to work calling upon the President and the

         14  United Nations to work together to seek the closure

         15  of the United Nation Mission.  Because the United

         16  Nations has had a history, as I think Melinda

         17  mentioned earlier, of being terrible.  It is like

         18  asking the murderers to stop the killings. The

         19  United Nations we were visited with the parents of

         20  some people, innocent civilians who are missing in

         21  action, that have been taken as, just taken, and

         22  they do not know anything about it.  This young man

         23  says he has not heard anything from his father in

         24  three years. He was taken off a plane, and he is

         25  held by the Ahmads (phonetic), and does not know
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          2  anything about him.  And that the United Nations, it

          3  is clear from the proof that the United Nations was

          4  involved in allowing some of these things to

          5  transpire.  So to ask the United Nations to help

          6  solve the problem, I think is a little ironic, but I

          7  guess that is what we have to do.

          8                 And finally, with the September 11th,

          9  the event that happened in the City, it has taken

         10  the people of the United States, and I think, New

         11  Yorkers, as well, a long time to finally call a

         12  spade a spade, with regard to Chairman Yasser

         13  Arafat.  A murderer is a murderer, and there is

         14  nothing new.  The only thing that happened was that,

         15  unfortunately, many people died in New York. And as

         16  a result of that, finally, the recognition is taking

         17  place that people throughout the country are

         18  realizing that this is a man who does not want

         19  peace, and who is oppressing his own people by

         20  teaching children to kill, that killing is good from

         21  a very young age.

         22                 We did discover that he is a cheap

         23  murderer, that when they ask him for financial aid

         24  for jihad bombers, and they ask him for $2,400 that

         25  he cannot afford it, he only gives them $600,
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          2  because he probably needs the $1.5 billion that he

          3  is not doing anything with, that you mentioned of.

          4  So maybe we know that he is a cheap murderer, but

          5  that is what he is.

          6                 And I am, again, very, very gratified

          7  that we were able to make this trip, to walk the

          8  streets, and to enjoy being in Israel, and to be

          9  able to come back, together with my colleagues, who

         10  have seen first- hand, many of them for the first

         11  time, of what it is like to live in Israel, and not

         12  to in any way diminish the tragedy in New York, but

         13  the bombing took place September 11th, and thank God

         14  nothing else has happened.  And God willing, we hope

         15  there will never, ever be a suicide bombing in New

         16  York, but that could happen.  But September 11th has

         17  happened, and September 11th is coming, and we are

         18  going to do everything we can to memorialize the

         19  people that perished.  But it is not something that

         20  we live with every day.

         21                 So the people, when they seek help,

         22  whether it is with the clergy or a therapist or

         23  somebody else, even a family member, you can go in

         24  and talk to somebody and try in some way to put this

         25  past you, you know, it happened, let's try and get
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          2  past this.  But for the children and for the people

          3  living in Israel for them to do this, it is

          4  impossible, because every day they live through this

          5  day- in, day- out.  Listening to a mother say that

          6  her children say (in Yiddish), which is a travelers

          7  prayer, which normally would be said when you go on

          8  a long, on a dangerous trip, that they say this

          9  prayer every day going and coming from school, is

         10  just unconscionable.

         11                 So I appreciate the fact that I was

         12  able to go on this trip, and I really hope that

         13  something constructive will come up, and that we

         14  will soon see real peace throughout the world.

         15                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you,

         17  Council member.  I would like to now turn it over to

         18  Council Member James Davis.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS:  Thank you, Mr.

         20  Chair.  As a member of this Committee, and a person

         21  who will have an opportunity to vote, I too, want to

         22  echo some of the sentiments of my colleagues,

         23  others, I am not sure if their wording was clear

         24  enough.

         25                 People said to me, who is paying for
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          2  the trip?  They wanted to know whether or not we

          3  would meet with any Palestinian leadership.  My

          4  phone in my office rang off the hook, people felt

          5  that because JCRC and UJA was paying for the trip,

          6  that that would have an impact on my interpretation

          7  of what is taking place in Israel.

          8                 I want to make it very clear that

          9  regardless, as a retired police officer, regardless

         10  of who called, when I responded to a home and

         11  someone called 911, and in a case, for example, of

         12  domestic violence, regardless of whether the husband

         13  called or the wife, and most times we have a call

         14  that is going to give their position, I always came

         15  with an open mind and was able to rightly divide.

         16                 So regardless of whether, you know,

         17  whoever paid for the trip, or if I was invited by

         18  the Palestinians or I was invited by JCRC or UJA, I

         19  went to Israel with an open mind.

         20                 I am a Bible believer, and I have

         21  read much of the Bible, and I just want to give an

         22  overview of where I am and how I went.  It was a

         23  great honor, and I thank JCRC and UJA and Michael

         24  Miller and Howard Pollack, and the Speaker, for

         25  inviting me and giving me the opportunity.  I also
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          2  thank all my colleagues for going, it was a great

          3  opportunity for so many of us to fellowship

          4  together.

          5                 But as a person who grew up reading

          6  about King David and King Solomon, and a person who

          7  later on in his life became a Christian and read

          8  about Jesus, and Jerusalem, and Galilee, and

          9  Bethlehem, and Samaria, and so many of the wonderful

         10  places and having the opportunity to go there in

         11  person.  As a person who is a proud African-

         12  American, to see Israel, but not just, it was not

         13  only, we did not go there to only deal with what was

         14  taking place, as far as Israel and Palestinian

         15  concerns, it was so much more.

         16                 It was the Holocaust Museum, where we

         17  seen the terrible atrocities that took place to the

         18  Jewish people at the hands of Hitler.  It was to

         19  walk through the tunnel, through a dark tunnel and

         20  see all the beautiful children who perished in the

         21  Holocaust, and to hear their names mentioned.  It

         22  was making sure that the Holocaust never, ever takes

         23  place again.

         24                 It was seeing a woman who was a

         25  victim of a terrorist act and sitting in a
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          2  wheelchair, but yet, she is optimistic, yet, she

          3  went to work every day knowing, and her van that she

          4  traveled on, she said, every day I felt like I would

          5  one day be a victim.  This is what she said, but

          6  yet, she went to work every single day, having rocks

          7  thrown at her van, until one terrible day she was

          8  actually a victim.  And having to raise one of her

          9  children who has Down Syndrome, and yet, when she

         10  was in a coma, and when she opened up her eyes after

         11  four days, she said to her boss who happened to be

         12  there, she said, when can I go back to work?  To see

         13  this woman, who we met, to see others, college

         14  students as we went to, I believe the Hebrew

         15  University, and to see kids who were killed by a

         16  terrorist attack, not just Jewish children, but Arab

         17  children, as well, who was in college.  Because this

         18  university brings people together and to see a

         19  terrorist run into that location.  To see others, a

         20  group, the Ahsolar (phonetic) and the Zakoff

         21  (phonetic), a group who were Jewish individuals,

         22  Israelis who were out there every day trying to save

         23  people's lives.  We visited location after location.

         24                 So I want to make it clear that the

         25  Palestinian people have also died.  The Arab and
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          2  Israelis have also died.  At the hands of these

          3  terrible, wicked terrorists.  So what I am here to

          4  do today, is that, we - -  and Ethiopians, people

          5  who look like me, and as I spoke to one of the

          6  Ethiopian leaders, Ethiopian Jews, they died as

          7  well.

          8                 To go and to see what a settlement

          9  is, there is a lack of knowledge and a lack of

         10  education here in America, we have no clue of what a

         11  settlement looks like.  I did not know what I

         12  settlement looks like, and I have heard people

         13  describe a settlement.  A settlement, to see the

         14  people who feel that this is their land, whose

         15  parents and parents and parents, forefathers lived

         16  on this land and was driven off the land and shot

         17  and killed, and yet, they want to come back to raise

         18  their families here on these lands.  Some of the

         19  lands being on the side of the so- called

         20  Palestinian side, some of the land being on the

         21  other side, how are all these issues going to be

         22  worked out?  Who is going to pay taxes, whether

         23  there is going to be taxes, people dying.

         24                 I said if I did not go to Israel, and

         25  some people said, you cannot go to Israel, it is
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          2  dangerous over there.  I said, if I did not go to

          3  Israel, I am a hypocrite.  I marching in the

          4  community talking about stop the violence.  A man

          5  was killed in my area over in Fort Greene, I am

          6  talking about having a march for his family members,

          7  I talk about stop the violence.  And here that we

          8  see terrible violence taking place in Israel, and we

          9  do not go there.  I want to acknowledge every single

         10  member of the City Council that went to Israel to

         11  proclaim peace in that region during this time.

         12                 Many of the elected, the leaders of

         13  Israel said that people were afraid to go, but yet,

         14  Speaker Miller and 12 other Council members went to

         15  Israel.

         16                 So I just want to make this clear, as

         17  I close, that it is about the terrorist, not the

         18  people, not the people, not the Palestinian

         19  community.  Because in the hotel that we stayed in,

         20  at King David, there were Arabs, and I think that

         21  some were even Palestinians who were working at the

         22  hotel.  Who they, themselves, are against the

         23  terrorism.  So in my support of this Resolution, it

         24  is about proclaiming peace in Israel.  It is about

         25  stopping the terrorist.  It is about, and I have to
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          2  tell the truth, you know, I said to one of the

          3  leaders, because many of the people are under the

          4  impression that Arafat is responsible.  And I got a

          5  little bit of flack from some of my colleagues, but

          6  I said it, if he is responsible then lock him up,

          7  hold him accountable.  And then some said, well, you

          8  know, it is the, you know, international foreign

          9  affairs.  If you commit a crime in my neighborhood,

         10  and Israel is a country, and I have more than enough

         11  documents, more than enough documents that can say

         12  you have reached the level of probable cause, then

         13  you should be locked up and you should be held

         14  accountable in your court.

         15                 So I want to encourage the leadership

         16  of Israel, do not worry about what everybody else

         17  feels, if you think he is guilty and he has

         18  committed a crime on your land, then lock him up and

         19  hold him accountable, whether America stands with

         20  you or not. And it is high time that America, if you

         21  have the facts, then make the facts public, and stop

         22  playing with foreign affairs, because lives are

         23  being lost every single day.  And if Israel is a

         24  State and a country and we support that country, let

         25  us stop supporting him and double dance, and
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          2  supporting here and supporting there, and let's

          3  stand with them 100 percent.

          4                 So I proudly support this Resolution

          5  because I believe that this Resolution condemns

          6  terrorism, and individuals that commit terrorism,

          7  and not this Resolution does not condemn people.  So

          8  today, when the vote comes, I will be happy to sign

          9  my name on as an open- minded individual, who has

         10  now made his decision clear, without any doubt

         11  whatsoever, that this Resolution must be supported,

         12  we must stand with Israel against all terrorists.

         13                 Thank you so very much, Mr. Chair.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very,

         15  very much, Council Member James Davis for those

         16  heartfelt words.  I would like to allow another

         17  member who attended this trip, Council Member Jim

         18  Gennaro to say a few words.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO:  Thank you,

         20  Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank you for your

         21  leadership on this issue.  Thank you for being

         22  there.  It was certainly a great trip.  I also wish

         23  to thank our Speaker, Gifford Miller, whose

         24  leadership has been very valuable to pull this trip

         25  together.  Also, I must mention Mike Miller and Ron
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          2  Soloway and David Pollack, and our own, Howard

          3  Pollack, and all my colleagues who joined me on the

          4  trip, and all the colleagues of mine on the Council

          5  who perhaps could not make the trip, but are

          6  certainly standing with us in solidarity.  And so I

          7  have to, must make mentioned of all those who have

          8  participated in ways big and small.

          9                 I guess I participated in a very

         10  small way.  I went, I was very eager to go, and I

         11  had never been before, and I never been to the Holy

         12  Land.  And I come before you today as, you know, a

         13  Catholic, who is very interested and deeply

         14  concerned about the future of the State of Israel.

         15  You know there are many Christian pilgrims, who

         16  through the ages have, you know, gone to Israel to

         17  take part in all the blessedness, which is there.

         18  And although I have heard so much about what it is

         19  for the people of Israel to be there and how they

         20  have to live their lives on a day- to- day basis, it

         21  was awesome for me to be able to come to this and

         22  see these peaceful people with, you know, enemies on

         23  all sides, no friends in the UN, only having, you

         24  know, themselves to rely upon, and willing to

         25  negotiate in order to create a lasting peace, and
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          2  having absolutely no one to negotiate with.  And it

          3  was terrible for me to be able to see and feel their

          4  frustration, but certainly was heartened by their

          5  love for peace, and by their absence of hate.      And

          6  I really did not think that a trip like this would,

          7  you know, strengthen my resolve, because I already

          8  felt that it was strong to begin with, because you

          9  know, I am a strong supporter of Israel.  But seeing

         10  what I saw there was, and also, hearing of how the

         11  Palestinians suffer day after day under the terrible

         12  leadership of Yasser Arafat and what he has done.

         13  And so I come before you today as someone, who is

         14  supporting this Resolution in the strongest possible

         15  way.

         16                 I cannot really say that I went on a

         17  peace mission, because I do not really have the

         18  ability to create peace there, I went there to stand

         19  in solidarity for the State of Israel and to learn

         20  and to spread the message of what they live with

         21  day- in and day- out, and to do just what I could to

         22  dispel the false notion that there is some moral

         23  equivalence between the State of Israel, the only

         24  democracy in the region, and the Palestinian

         25  Authority, that is certainly a notion, and the
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          2  sooner that notion dies the better.

          3                 And to the extent that this

          4  Resolution helps put that forward, I am for it.  So,

          5  Mr. Chairman, I stand with you and my colleagues and

          6  every one here in this room, in support of Israel.

          7                 And thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you,

          9  Council Member Gennaro.  I would not like to call

         10  upon Lew Fidler to say a couple of words.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Thank you,

         12  Chairman Serrano. And first, I want to say to my

         13  colleague, James Davis, I was not really sure where

         14  you were heading when you started out your words,

         15  but I sure like where you wound up.

         16                 Mr. Chairman, I am not a member of

         17  your Committee, but I am here because I feel this is

         18  a continuation of the rather cantankerous hearing,

         19  which you so skillfully presided over about a month

         20  or so ago on the Resolutions regarding the Middle

         21  East. And as co- sponsor of those and the one before

         22  us today, I felt that it was important that we see

         23  it through to the end.

         24                 And I find it interesting that those

         25  that provided a great deal of cantankerous debate,
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          2  at the last meeting, are conspicuously absent today,

          3  and I think that is probably, and while I would hope

          4  it is because they have seen the light, but I think

          5  probably because they did not want to have to hear

          6  the reports back from those whose own eyes and ears

          7  witnessed what is going on in the State of Israel.

          8  And you know, if you cannot argue the facts, you

          9  just do not face them.

         10                 I also want to echo Councilman

         11  Felder's remarks about the portion of this

         12  Resolution that refers to the United Nations.  I

         13  have very, very little faith in the United Nations

         14  responsibility on issues regarding the Middle East.

         15  However, I think the Resolution that we have before

         16  us today does effectively represent the spirit on

         17  substance of what we, in the Council, are trying to

         18  do, which is express our support for the free and

         19  democratic nation of Israel.  To express our

         20  opposition to terrorism, whether it occurs here in

         21  the United States or in Israel, to recognize that

         22  those who talk about even- handed resolutions on the

         23  Middle East cannot do so in a moral vacuum, and have

         24  to recognize the difference between those who commit

         25  acts of terrorism and those who are defending
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          2  themselves from acts of terrorism.

          3                 I expect and hope that the full

          4  Council is going to pass this Resolution this

          5  afternoon.  My heart aches that it will not be

          6  unanimous vote because I seriously doubt it will be,

          7  but it should be.  And what we do here today should

          8  be in the memory of those who have died at the hands

          9  of terrorism both here and in Israel, the Janice

         10  Coolters and the Harry Halbersteins, hopefully are

         11  looking down on us today and recognizing that their

         12  deaths, though senseless, have a meaning.   On that

         13  what we will to do today is stand with them, stand

         14  with all of those who are defending themselves in

         15  this world.  And hopefully, our words will be heard

         16  beyond this Chamber all the way into the Middle

         17  East.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you, and

         20  I would like to mention the, our Speaker Gifford

         21  Miller has joined us, he was also on the trip, and I

         22  would like to thank you for putting it together. And

         23  I would like to ask you to say a few words.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I want to thank you,

         25  Mr. Chairman, for your leadership on this issue, and
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          2  thank you for coming to Israel with me and other

          3  members who came.  And I know, there were a lot of

          4  members who wanted to go, who were not able to go,

          5  but I know who have resolved to go in the future,

          6  because it is very important for New Yorkers to have

          7  the opportunity to express our solidarity with the

          8  people of Israel and the State of Israel and its

          9  battle against terrorism, which is our war as well.

         10                 Somebody asked me when I was there,

         11  why do you do Resolutions, why are you here, what

         12  difference does it make?  And I think the short

         13  answer to that question is that when, if everyone

         14  who spoke out against injustice, spoke clearly and

         15  loudly, there would be less injustice.  And it is

         16  our responsibility as human beings, let alone

         17  elected officials who represent hundreds of

         18  thousands, and ultimately millions of New Yorkers to

         19  speak out against injustice.  And speak up for a

         20  people in a State who share our values and who are

         21  engaged in the same battle that we are.

         22                 And several things occurred to me as

         23  I was there, most notably.  The first was the

         24  extraordinary resilience of the people of Israel.  I

         25  am sure others have spoken about the meetings that
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          2  we had with a woman who had been disabled by sniper

          3  fire, with victims who had been deeply, deeply

          4  injured, and of course, with families who had lost

          5  their loved ones.  And each one of them, to a person

          6  spoke about the lack of hatred, about the hope for

          7  the future, and about the need to find a lasting

          8  peace, the people who went about their business in

          9  the face of terror every day were enormously hopeful

         10  about the future, resolved but hopeful.  They

         11  understood the risk, but they went about their

         12  business every day.

         13                 And for those of us who are here and

         14  who read the headlines every day, I think we were

         15  expecting to go over there and to see sandbags

         16  everywhere and to see a nation that was huddled

         17  together and responding to the daily terrorism in a

         18  way that so many of us would understand, and yet,

         19  they were so much stronger than that.  They

         20  continued, the people road the buses, ate in the

         21  restaurants that had been blown up, and continue to

         22  go to work every day.

         23                 And most notably for me, I sure

         24  others spoke about it, was the woman who was

         25  disabled by sniper fire, she still works at the same
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          2  factory that she was shot outside of going to work.

          3  How many of us would be able to have the strength to

          4  make that decision?  That is on a personal level.

          5                 On a governmental level, I think, as

          6  a City we understand the terrible aspects of

          7  terrorism better than any other city in the country,

          8  perhaps, more than most cities in the world. We have

          9  experienced loss and we understand that any

         10  terrorism anywhere threatens our values and

         11  ultimately our lives.  And that is why it is so

         12  important, in my opinion, for the Council to express

         13  its resolve and express its opinion clearly on this

         14  matter.

         15                 And everywhere we went in Israel, we

         16  had the same message, which is our message, that

         17  this is not a battle against Palestinians, it is not

         18  a battle against any people, it is a battle for

         19  peace and against terrorism, against terror.  And so

         20  ultimately, I want to be clear that I, personally,

         21  feel strongly that there is no relativism, there is

         22  no way to compare the violence that goes on there,

         23  of course, we regret the loss of all civilian life,

         24  but we believe that we must stand up for democracy,

         25  and we must stand up against terrorism.  And that is
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          2  what this Resolution is about.  I am proud to be a

          3  sponsor of it, I am proud to have my colleagues

          4  support for it, and to have been able to work out

          5  something that reflects the broad majority, in my

          6  opinion, of the Council's opinion.

          7                 I will say one word on the subject,

          8  because I know it has been a point of avoidance, it

          9  has been lots of discussion on the subject of the

         10  closure of the Palestinian Authority Mission here in

         11  New York City.  It has been my position, personally,

         12  for many months, and as soon as it became, the

         13  evidence became clear that the Palestinian Authority

         14  is responsible for terrorism.  Its leaders are not

         15  acting in the best interest of its people, or

         16  certainly, of the people of the world.

         17                 I also think that New York City has a

         18  responsibility as the host City of the United

         19  Nations to make sure that we work with the United

         20  Nations, and also, the United States has treaty

         21  obligations that everyone acknowledges to the United

         22  Nations with regard to missions.  And so what this

         23  Resolution does is clearly call upon the United

         24  States and the United Nations to work together to

         25  acknowledge what I have acknowledged and what other
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          2  people acknowledge as the Palestinian Authority's

          3  responsibility for terrorism, which is an

          4  unacceptable act under any circumstances whatsoever,

          5  and can never be used to achieve political ends.

          6  And so, I believe, this both meets the needs of New

          7  York City to recognize its responsibility as the

          8  host City to the United Nations and also New York

          9  City's Council, I would say almost sacred

         10  responsibility to speak out against injustice, to

         11  make a clear statement of responsibility, and to

         12  indicate that our voice is with those who are the

         13  victims of terror and those who battle terror, and

         14  not the reverse.

         15                 So I am proud of this Resolution, I

         16  thank my colleagues for their good faith in working

         17  together to accomplish it.  And I thank the Chairman

         18  for his leadership on this subject.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         20  much, Mr. Speaker.  And we will call this issue to a

         21  vote in one minute.  I would just like to allow

         22  Council Member Oliver Koppell who was the sponsor of

         23  Reso. 78 to say a brief few words.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Thank you,

         25  Mr. Chairman, and I will not test the patience of
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          2  the Committee for very long. Let me first

          3  acknowledge the Speaker's presence and thank him for

          4  being the lead sponsor, we all know what that means

          5  in a body such as this.  It is very important to

          6  have his support, and for him to come to the

          7  conclusion to support this Resolution in its

          8  entirety after lengthy debate, and I know

          9  controversy, and I know he has been urged by some

         10  not to support this Resolution, so his doing so is

         11  something that I think deserves approbation and

         12  credit and recognition.

         13                 I also want to thank the Chairman,

         14  who I know has been under pressure also, from every

         15  side.  And handled the matter extremely well with

         16  deep concern over everybody's feelings, and Chairman

         17  Serrano handled it extraordinarily well, which

         18  should not be surprising to me, because I know his

         19  father for 30 years, and the apple does not fall far

         20  from the tree.  So Jose Serrano handled the hearing

         21  well, it was a contentious hearing, he handled the

         22  issue well, and I am delighted it has come to its

         23  fruition.

         24                 It was the beginning of the year when

         25  Rabbi Avi Weiss and Rabbi Schmul Hertsfeld
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          2  (phonetic) from the Hebrew Institute came to me with

          3  the basic conception of the Resolution. And the

          4  purpose of 7- A, which has now been combined with

          5  other resolutions dealing with the problems in the

          6  Middle East, including the Speaker's Resolution

          7  condemning suicide bombing, and Councilwoman Katz's

          8  Resolution urging the United Nations to get more

          9  fully involved in condemning the actions of the

         10  Palestinians, and Council Member Nelson's Resolution

         11  decrying the reaction of the European nations and

         12  some of their citizens to the problems of the Middle

         13  East, and this combines all of them.

         14                 Let us remember that what we are

         15  saying here that we will not accept at the

         16  negotiating table an entity that is committed to

         17  terrorism.  And unfortunately, Mr. Felder, Simcha

         18  Felder, my good colleague, and I know he feels

         19  deeply about this, made a vast error in saying that

         20  we have not seen suicide bombing in New York City

         21  yet.  We saw suicide bombing only a few blocks from

         22  here.  What was it when someone piloted a plane, but

         23  a suicide bombing, the pilot did not survive and did

         24  not expect to survive. And certainly the devastation

         25  caused was in the nature of a bomb, he turned a
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          2  passenger airplane into a bomb.  We have seen what

          3  happens when people think that terrorism should be

          4  an instrument to advance political objectives.  And

          5  we have got to reject that.  And that is what this

          6  resolution does.

          7                 And for those who say that this

          8  Council should not act in that, I think they ignore

          9  that everybody that represents people has to speak

         10  out against terrorism, because the ultimate result

         11  if we do not, will be the destruction of

         12  civilization, because you will not only see in

         13  Israel, or in New York, you will see it everywhere,

         14  whether it be Japan, where we have seen it, or

         15  Philippines, where we have seen it, or Indonesia,

         16  where we have seen it, or England where we have seen

         17  it, or Ireland where we have seen it.  If terrorism

         18  becomes an accepted way to advance political

         19  objectives, civilized society as we know it will not

         20  proceed.  And we as a City Council have a

         21  responsibility to protect society here, right here

         22  in New York, as well as everywhere else.  And that

         23  is why the passage of this Resolution is important,

         24  and will be heard.

         25                 We know we have reporters here from
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          2  other countries in the world.  It will be heard in

          3  the Middle East, it will even be heard, I dare say,

          4  by Yasser Arafat.  And maybe just as the cries

          5  against the apartheid were heard around the world,

          6  the cries against terrorism will be heard around the

          7  world and what we do today will advance the cause of

          8  anti- terrorism as limited as what we do here may

          9  be.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you,

         11  Council Member Koppell.  At this point, I would like

         12  to call for a vote.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Members of the

         14  Committee, one voice vote from all.  How do you vote

         15  on the item, all members?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Do the roll,

         17  call the roll, let's call the roll.

         18                 This is the first time we are doing

         19  this, the new rules changes indicate that we do

         20  voice votes for the - -

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  Mr. Chairman. I

         22  am a member of the Committee, and I have sat here

         23  patiently listening to all other non- members,

         24  because I want to explain my vote.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  You can explain
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          2  your vote.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Right after the

          5  voice vote.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  Before the

          7  voice vote.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Go ahead, you

          9  have the floor now.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  Thank you, Mr.

         11  Chairman.  As you know, I am a Black Puerto Rican,

         12  representing proudly the 18th Councilmanic District

         13  in the Bronx, which is composed of Black and

         14  Hispanic, mainly Hispanic in the majority.  People

         15  said, and I heard that before, that when you take a

         16  position for Israel, you are pandering to Israel, or

         17  that you are afraid of the Israeli votes and you are

         18  trying to keep your seat, or you are planning to run

         19  for a higher office and you need the Israeli votes,

         20  and that is why you go for Israel.

         21                 Let me tell you that in my district I

         22  do not think I have, little few, if any, Jewish

         23  vote.  My district is majority Hispanic and Black.

         24  I was the only elected official of non- Jewish

         25  descendent who marched with a contingent of more
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          2  than 150 people in the Israel Day Parade, me and my

          3  son, Ruben Diaz, Jr.  So when I vote today on this

          4  legislation, I am voting out of my conviction, out

          5  of my deeply and surely support that I have always

          6  felt for the people of Israel.

          7                 And I am not voting because I am

          8  afraid of the Israeli votes, I am not voting because

          9  I am running for a higher office and I need the

         10  Jewish support, I am not voting because I am afraid

         11  of retaliation from the Jewish vote.

         12                 In other words, in my district I do

         13  not need Jewish votes.  I need Black and Hispanic

         14  votes.  And therefore, I want to make that very

         15  clear, that I am supporting this legislation and I

         16  am voting yes, not because out of fear, but out of

         17  conviction and out of my admiration and my support

         18  and my belief in the Jewish people.

         19                 So, Mr. Chairman, I am proud to vote

         20  yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Council Member

         22  Davis, if you would like to say a couple of words

         23  before we do the voice vote?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS:  Yes, just to

         25  answer, just a couple of quick points.  Let me make
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          2  it very clear, there is a difference from taking

          3  police action, there is a difference from taking

          4  police action and someone, if you are trying to

          5  shoot in the direction of a bad guy, a criminal, and

          6  that, unfortunately, you miss the criminal and an

          7  innocent person dies.  That is different from you

          8  being the bad person and committing suicide/homicide

          9  acts.

         10                 So we are talking about terrorists

         11  who go out and hurt innocent people, commit acts of

         12  terrorism in the name of their political or

         13  religious purposes.

         14                 This is about, this vote, one of my

         15  colleagues said earlier, it was not a peace mission,

         16  he did not feel that we could have a role in peace.

         17  I felt that this resolution is a step towards peace,

         18  I believe that this is a peace document, if you

         19  will.  I believe that all that we have been doing

         20  has been in the name of peace for Israel, for the

         21  residents, and the people that live in Israel.  So I

         22  went in the name of peace, whether a small, measure

         23  or a large measure, but this that we do today will

         24  continue to support peace.  I believe that this, my

         25  vote will reflect my commitment to stand up for
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          2  democracy, which the State of Israel believes and

          3  practices democracy.  We heard from different party

          4  leaders, democracy.

          5                 This vote deals with Hitler and his

          6  hatred, and one thing going through the Holocaust

          7  Museum, it started off with him just doing cartoon

          8  characters; it started off with a message; but

          9  before you knew it that political message, those

         10  little cartoon characters had ended with people

         11  being led to gas chambers.

         12                 So we must speak out against the

         13  hatred and the culture of hatred that sends kids,

         14  many college students running into crowds of

         15  locations and pressing buttons and blowing

         16  themselves up and blowing innocent persons up.  We

         17  must speak out against the culture of hate that

         18  sends young men to hijack planes and fly planes into

         19  buildings.  We must speak out against the culture of

         20  hate.

         21                 Today, I make my vote in memory of

         22  Ari Halberstein, the son of Deborah Halberstein.

         23  This vote that make today, is to send a clear

         24  message that I am open to truth, and the truth shall

         25  set us free.  And today, I am glad to say,
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          2  hopefully, this document, this Resolution can free

          3  all good will people in Israel to live a normal life

          4  without having to worry about being a victim of

          5  terrorism.

          6                 I vote aye now, and then when we

          7  collectively vote, I will vote aye again.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you,

          9  Council member.  I would like to now call for the

         10  voice vote.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  All of those who vote

         12  aye on this item?

         13                 (Quorum) Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Those who oppose?

         15                 (None)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The item is passed by

         17  unanimous consent.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Before we go to

         19  the next, Preconsidered Resolution, which is the

         20  Resolution declaring September 11th, 2002 a Day of

         21  Solemn Remembrance, I would like to ask the sponsor,

         22  Council Member Alan Gerson to say a few words,

         23  briefly.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  I heard that

         25  emphasis on briefly, Mr. Chair, and I will
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          2  acknowledge that.  I thank you. Actually, in truth,

          3  Mr. Chair, the Resolution speaks for itself, the

          4  need for recognizing this day, the need for the City

          5  Council, as the arm of all the people of the City of

          6  New York, to recognize this day is self apparent.

          7                 I would only note that I will, on the

          8  floor, if I am procedurally allowed, move to suspend

          9  the rules to allow all members of the Council to be

         10  equal co- prime sponsors.  And I believe, certainly,

         11  on this Resolution, we should all be equal co prime

         12  sponsors and speak on behalf of the entire City.

         13  Clearly, this is important to the community, which

         14  has suffered, and it is important to the families of

         15  the victims who continue to endure the aftermath of

         16  this vicious and evil attack.  And it is important

         17  to note that the Resolution reflects what we have

         18  come to call the spirit of 9/12 or acknowledges,

         19  which was a time when this City came together

         20  unprecedented solidarity and mutual support.  And

         21  this date commits us to pay loving tribute to those

         22  who loss their lives, to provide support to those

         23  who continue to endure those losses, and to commit

         24  ourselves to making that community consciousness and

         25  mutual solidarity a permanent part of our City's
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          2  Civic Culture.

          3                 So I thank you for you consideration.

          4    I would just briefly add that I think it is

          5  appropriate that we consider this at the same time

          6  that we have adopted the Resolution in condemnation

          7  of terrorism and support of the State of Israel,

          8  which you all have just adopted.  As I said many

          9  times over, on September 11th and thereafter, this

         10  City and the people of Israel have tragically, but

         11  truthfully forged a new and special bond born of

         12  common suffering, and born of a longing for the day

         13  when we all will live in peace, all the universe and

         14  all the world will be one, and we will not have to

         15  fear terrorism again.  But until that day comes we

         16  must be unequivocal in our condemnation of

         17  terrorism, and be totally unequivocal in our support

         18  for each other.

         19                 So I thank you for the adoption of

         20  the Resolution you just did, and request adoption of

         21  this Resolution declaring September 11th, 2002 a

         22  Special Day of Remembrance.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.  I

         24  would like to now, quickly, call the voice vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Preconsidered
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          2  Resolution claiming September 11th, 2002 a Day of

          3  Solemn Remembrance.  Those in favor?

          4                 (Quorum) Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Those opposed?

          6                 (None).

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The matter is passed

          8  by the action of the Committee.  Please sign the

          9  Committee reports before leaving.  Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.

         11  This concludes this hearing.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 1:06 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, PAT WTULICH, a Notary Public in

         10  and for the State of New York, do hereby certify

         11  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript
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