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I. Introduction
On Thursday, December 4, 2025, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Organizations, chaired by Council Member Erik Bottcher, will consider Resolution Number (Res. No.) 987-2025, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, which would declare July 26 as Haitian Konpa Day annually to celebrate the legacy of Haitian music and dance in the cultural landscape of City of New York; and Res. No. 1063-2025, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, which would designate November 12 annually as Sigma Gamma Rho Day in the City of New York to recognize the sorority’s commitment to sisterhood, scholarship, and service and to positive community impact.
II. Background
a. Res. No 987
Konpa was created in 1955 by Haitian saxophonist, composer, and bandleader Nemours Jean-Baptiste and his Conjunto International band in the clubs of Port-au-Prince, Haiti.[footnoteRef:1] Jean-Baptiste used méringue de salon, a style of Haitian dance music, as a base for his new music, but slowed it down and incorporated guitars, brass, tanbou and conga drums, cowbell, and keyboards, with elements of jazz, African beats, and Cuban music.[footnoteRef:2] Konpa music, along with its accompanying dance style of flowing movement and intricate footwork, is known for its infectious driving and steady rhythm, catchy melodies, and upbeat mood, with lyrics often addressing love, social issues, and Haitian life and sung in Creole, Spanish, French, Portuguese, or English.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Juhakenson Blaise, “Haiti celebrates the 69th anniversary of Konpa music amid plea for universal recognition,” The Haitian Times (July 26, 2024), available at https://haitiantimes.com/2024/07/26/anniversary-compas-konpa-haiti/.]  [2:  “Kompa Music Guide: A Brief History of Kompa Music,” MasterClass (August 3, 2021), available at https://www.masterclass.com/articles/kompa-music-guide.]  [3:  Id.] 


b. Res. No. 1063
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incorporated (“Sigma”) is a nonprofit Black Greek-Letter Organization of college-educated women committed to sisterhood, scholarship, and service and dedicated to realizing positive community impact, as expressed in its slogan, “Greater Service, Greater Progress.”[footnoteRef:4] Sigma currently has a membership of more than 100,000 collegiate and professional women in over 500 undergraduate and alumnae chapters in the U.S. and other countries.[footnoteRef:5] It was organized on November 12, 1922, by seven young educators in Indianapolis, Indiana, before being incorporated as a national collegiate sorority on December 30, 1929, at Butler University in Indianapolis.[footnoteRef:6] In 1937, Sigma became a member of the National Pan-Hellenic Council, whose nine sorority and fraternity members are now known affectionately as the “Divine Nine.”[footnoteRef:7] [4:  Sigma Gamma Rho website at https://www.sgrho1922.org/SGR/About/Sigmas-in-the-News/SGR/News/articles/2023/significant-milestones-from-sigma-gamma-rho-s-first-100-years.aspx?hkey=be17be98-a248-4bc1-9f02-8f5027c944a3.]  [5:  Id.]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  National Pan-Hellenic Council website at https://www.nphchq.com/.] 





Res. No. 987

Resolution declaring July 26 as Haitian Konpa Day annually to celebrate the legacy of Haitian music and dance in the cultural landscape of City of New York

By Council Members Joseph, Williams, Narcisse, Restler, Banks, Louis, Brooks-Powers, Menin, Ayala, Gutiérrez and Cabán

Whereas, Konpa music was originally known as Compas Direct (from the Spanish compás, meaning “musical measure”), but was changed to Konpa when Haitian Creole became an official language of Haiti in 1987; and
Whereas, Konpa was created in 1955 by Haitian saxophonist, composer, and bandleader Nemours Jean-Baptiste and his Conjunto International band in the clubs of Port-au-Prince, Haiti; and
Whereas, Jean-Baptiste used méringue de salon, a style of Haitian dance music, as a base for his new music, but slowed it down and incorporated guitars, brass, tanbou and conga drums, cowbell, and keyboards, with elements of jazz, African beats, and Cuban music; and
Whereas, Konpa music, along with its accompanying dance style of flowing movement and intricate footwork, is known for its infectious driving and steady rhythm, catchy melodies, and upbeat mood, with lyrics often addressing love, social issues, and Haitian life and sung in Creole, Spanish, French, Portuguese, or English; and
Whereas, Jean-Baptiste’s band, with the new name of Ensemble aux Calebasses and later Ensemble Nemours Jean-Baptiste, played throughout the Caribbean, made Konpa a part of Caribbean culture in many countries, and influenced the development of other music styles, such as Zouk music in the French Antilles; and
Whereas, Konpa music was first played by bands and orchestras like Jean-Baptiste’s and others, including saxophonist’s Webert Sicot’s La Flèche d’Or Orchestra, which eventually developed its own variation of Konpa; and
Whereas, In the 1970s, mini-jazz bands of electric guitars, keyboards, drums, a solo saxophone, and singers created the next wave of Konpa as they battled each other in music rivalries and were influenced by rock, pop, and Latin music; and
Whereas, Since the mid-1980s as Konpa has continued to evolve as a music genre, drum machines and electronic instruments, such as synthesizers, have become central to Konpa groups, which have been influenced by Hip Hop and Afrobeats; and 
Whereas, Konpa now enjoys a worldwide audience, including a following in the Haitian diaspora in the United States (U.S.), Canada, and France; and 
Whereas, On July 24 through 26, 2024, the Ministry of Culture and Communication in Haiti held a three-day celebration on the 69th anniversary of Haitian Konpa, along with a symposium on the protection of this music as part of Haiti’s national heritage; and 
Whereas, In March 2024, Haiti nominated Konpa to be included on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity compiled by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); and
Whereas, The difficult political and social situation in Haiti in recent years caused many Konpa musicians to relocate, with many coming to New York City (NYC) and Miami; and
Whereas, Among U.S. states, New York State ranks second as the home of Haitian immigrants, with about 20 percent of Haitian immigrants in the U.S.; and
Whereas, Among U.S. counties, NYC’s Kings County, which includes the Flatbush neighborhood officially designated by NYC in 2018 as Little Haiti, ranks fourth as the home of Haitian immigrants in the U.S.; and
Whereas, According to a 2023 report from the Migration Policy Institute, about 163,000 Haitian immigrants live in the NYC metropolitan area; and
Whereas, Konpa, an inspirational and continually evolving tribute to the creativity of Haitian musicians and a treasured part of Haitian culture, now enriches and broadens the arts and cultural fabric of NYC; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares July 26 as Haitian Konpa Day annually to celebrate the legacy of Haitian music and dance in the cultural landscape of City of New York.
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Res. No. 1063

Resolution designating November 12 annually as Sigma Gamma Rho Day in the City of New York to recognize the sorority’s commitment to sisterhood, scholarship, and service and to positive community impact

By Council Members Joseph and Ayala
Whereas, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incorporated (“Sigma”) is a nonprofit Black Greek-Letter Organization (BGLO) of college-educated women committed to sisterhood, scholarship, service and dedicated to realizing positive community impact, as expressed in its slogan, “Greater Service, Greater Progress”; and
Whereas, Sigma’s mission is “to enhance the quality of life for women and their families” in the United States (U.S.) and abroad through community service and through civil and social action; and
Whereas, Its nationwide programs in the fields of education, health, and youth development include Project Cradle Care, which raises awareness of Black maternal and infant health care issues; Swim 1922, which addresses the problem that a disproportionate number of Black and Hispanic children in the U.S. do not know how to swim; the Women’s Wellness Initiative, which focuses on the physical, mental, and emotional health concerns of women of color; and Operation BigBookBag, which equips at-risk children with school supplies and more; and
Whereas, Sigma currently has a membership of more than 100,000 collegiate and professional women in over 500 undergraduate and alumnae chapters in the U.S. and other countries around the world; and
Whereas, Sigma was organized on November 12, 1922, by seven young educators in Indianapolis, Indiana, before being incorporated as a national collegiate sorority on December 30, 1929, at Butler University in Indianapolis; and
Whereas, In 1937, Sigma became a member of the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC), which is the coordinating body of BGLOs of college-educated women and men committed to “community awareness and action through educational, economic, and cultural service activities,” whose nine sorority and fraternity members are now known affectionately as the “Divine Nine”; and 
Whereas, Sigma is the NPHC’s only member that was founded as a professional organization and that was not established at Howard University, but rather at a predominantly white university; and
Whereas, Sigma members have made significant contributions in the field of entertainment, including Hattie McDaniel, Martha Reeves, Marilyn McCoo, Kelly Price, MC Lyte, Anna Maria Horsford, Audrey Jones, Victoria Rowell, Tonya Lee Williams, LaTavia Roberson, Vanessa Bell Armstrong, and Fantasia Barrino-Taylor; and
Whereas, Sigma members have made significant contributions in the world of professional and Olympic sports, including Renee Powell, Donna Orender, Bianca Knight, Maritza Correia McClendon, and Carmelita Jeter; and
Whereas, Sigma members have made significant contributions in the fields of writing and journalism, including Alice Allison Dunningan, Beverly Jenkins, April Sinclair, and Tressie McMillian Cottom; and
Whereas, Sigma members have made significant contributions in federal, state, and local government service, including as members of the U.S. House of Representatives, state legislatures, and the New York City Council; and
Whereas, In speaking at Sigma’s 60th international biennial convention in July 2024, Vice President Kamala Harris, a member of another Divine Nine sorority, noted that the Divine Nine sororities and fraternities “share of vision for the future of our nation…a future in which we realize the promise of America…a promise of freedom, opportunity, and justice not for some but for all”; and 
Whereas, Recognized by the United Nations as a non-governmental organization in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, Sigma issued a statement for the Commission on the Status of Women in March 2025 regarding the sorority’s initiatives in strengthening women and families, in advocating for education in the U.S. and abroad, in promoting health and safety, and in supporting the development of youth; and 
Whereas, The designation of a day is fitting to commemorate the accomplishments of Sigma members and the ongoing impact that their work can have on New York City communities; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York designates November 12 annually as Sigma Gamma Rho Day in the City of New York to recognize the sorority’s commitment to sisterhood, scholarship, and service and to positive community impact.
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