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	By Council Member Restler

	SLR #1:
	S.7121-A (Liu)
A.6781-B (Hooks)

	TITLE: 
	AN ACT authorizing discontinuance of certain parkland in Flushing Meadows Corona Park in the borough of Queens





I. BACKGROUND
On April 24, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, will hold a vote on Preconsidered SLR 1, State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Liu, S.7121-A, and Assembly Member Hooks, A.6781-B, “AN ACT authorizing discontinuance of certain parkland in Flushing Meadows Corona Park and dedication of an amount equal to or greater than the fair market value towards acquiring new parklands and/or capital improvements to existing parklands, with a minimum of 20 acres in the borough of Queens.” Preconsidered SLR 1 passed with 8 votes in the affirmative, 0 votes in the negative, and 0 abstentions.
II. PROPOSED STATE LEGISLATION
	This state bill would authorize the City of New York to conditionally discontinue the use of certain designated parkland within Flushing Meadows Corona Park to facilitate the development of a gaming facility with affiliated commercial, retail, entertainment, recreational, hotel, convention, and community facility uses, while ensuring the dedication of equivalent parkland improvements.
	Section 1 of the bill grants the City of New York the authority to discontinue and alienate certain parkland through leases or agreements with Queens Future, LLC or affiliates for the development of a gaming facility and associated commercial and community facility uses.
	Section 2 requires that the City of New York dedicate an amount equal to or greater than the fair market value of the parklands discontinued towards acquiring new parklands and/or capital improvements to existing parklands, with a minimum of 20 acres of parkland development.
	Section 3 of the legislation defines the specific parcels of land to be discontinued as parkland.
	Section 4 ensures compliance with federal requirements if any funding, support, or assistance from the federal government was previously allocated to the affected parklands.
	Section 5 clarifies that the bill does not preempt any provision of (i) article 13 of the Racing, Pari-Mutuel Wagering, and Breeding Law; or (ii) 197(c ) and 197(d) of the City Charter (ULURP).
	Section 6 of the bill establishes that if construction does not commence within fifteen years or if the land is used for unauthorized purposes, the parkland will revert back to the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation. 
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution No. 1

..Title
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Liu, S.7121-A, and Assembly Member Hooks, A.6781-B, “AN ACT authorizing the discontinuance of certain parkland in Flushing Meadows Corona Park in the borough of Queens”.
..Body

By Council Member Restler

	Whereas, Bills has been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Liu, S.7121-A, and Assembly Member Hooks, A.6781-B, “AN ACT authorizing the discontinuance of certain parkland in Flushing Meadows Corona Park in the borough of Queens”; and

	Whereas, S.7121-A/A. 6781-B grants the City of New York the conditional authority to discontinue and alienate certain parkland through leases or agreements with Queens Future, LLC or affiliates for the development of a gaming facility and associated commercial uses; and

	Whereas, S.7121-A/A. 6781-B requires that the City of New York dedicate an amount equal to or greater than the fair market value of the parklands discontinued towards acquiring new parklands and/or capital improvements to existing parklands, with a minimum of 20 acres of parkland development; and

	Whereas, S.7121-A/A.6781-B establishes that if construction does not commence within fifteen years or if the land is used for unauthorized purposes, the parkland will revert back to the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation; and

Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 

	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
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