Int. No. 483

By Council Members Vallone, Vacca, Dromm, Gennaro, Williams, Koo, Cabrera and Chin   

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to allowing for Press Vehicle Parking Permits.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent.  The Council finds that the freedom of the press is an essential element to good government, and that news coverage is of vital importance to the citizens of the City of New York.  Many individuals with different jobs work to create full reporting of news events.  Among these individuals are press photographers and radio reporters, who transport equipment of significant size, weight, and expense in order to fulfill the obligations of their profession.  For the past several decades, press photographers and radio reporters covering the news in New York City were issued placards called “Press Vehicle Cards” by the New York City Police Department in order to facilitate their use of automobiles in their jobs.  Since 2009, however, the New York City Police Department has not issued these placards.  The Council finds that given the press photographers’ and radio reporters’ need to use automobiles in the gathering of the news, the Department of Transportation should issue parking permits to qualified members of such professions.  This legislation is intended to restore the ability of these members of the press to use their vehicles for news-gathering purposes.

§2. Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-162.3 to read as follows:

19-162.3. Permissible parking for vehicles operated by members of the press engaged in press photography or radio reporting.

a. For the purposes of this section the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1. “Members of the press” shall mean individuals possessing a valid press card as defined in Title 38 of the Rules of the City of New York.

2. “Press photography” shall mean the use of a still or video camera in conjunction with the covering of news.

3. “Radio reporting” shall mean the use of a recording device for the purposes of broadcasting content over the radio.

4. “Vehicle” shall mean a vehicle as defined in section 159 of the vehicle and traffic law.

5. “Vehicle press permit” shall mean an annual, on-street parking permit, issued pursuant to this section.

b. The commissioner shall create an application process for issuing a vehicle press permit and shall issue said permit for applicants who successfully complete such process.  In creating and evaluating applications the commissioner shall consider, among other factors, the size and weight of the equipment the applicant is required to transport in order to fulfill the requirements of an applicant’s job as a press photographer or radio reporter and whether the applicant uses the vehicle to secure such equipment during a news assignment and as a work space for editing and/or transmitting photographs, video or audio from such assignment.  The application for the vehicle press permit shall be submitted in such form, and with such supporting documentation, as required by the commissioner.  A vehicle press permit shall be issued, following completion of the application as to form and content to the satisfaction of the commissioner or his or her designee, to any vehicle that is owned, registered or leased by a member of the press engaged in press photography or radio reporting and shall issue one vehicle press permit to any news organization employing such a press photographer or radio reporter provided, however, that a permit issued to a news organization may be used on up to three vehicles owned or operated by such news organization.  

c. Parking privileges.  Notwithstanding any local law or rule to the contrary, it shall be permissible for a member of the press engaged in press photography or radio reporting, while covering a news story, to park a vehicle which displays a vehicle press permit in an available space:

1. At any parking meter, including parking meters designed for commercial vehicles; or 

2. Where parking is prohibited by a posted sign; or 

3. Where standing of vehicles, other than trucks or commercial vehicles, is prohibited by a posted sign.  

d. Such parking permit shall not allow parking a vehicle in a bus stop, a taxi-stand, within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant, a fire zone, a driveway, a crosswalk, a no stopping zone, a no standing zone, or where the vehicle would be double-parked, except if directed or authorized to do so by a police or transportation official.

e. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no vehicle displaying a vehicle press permit may be towed when such vehicle is being used in accordance with the purpose for which such permit was issued, except in public safety emergencies to be determined by the police department.
f. Driving Privileges.  An individual operating a vehicle with a vehicle press permit may, while covering a news story:

1) Use any street or bridge lanes designated by the department of transportation as an express lane or high-occupancy vehicle lane, regardless of whether such vehicle is occupied by more than one person; and

2) Turn on streets designated by the Department of Transportation as “Thru” streets.
g. Any misuse of a vehicle press permit shall be cause for revocation of said permit.

h. Police department issued New York City press vehicle cards that expired on December 31, 2008 shall remain in effect until the department issues new vehicle press permits pursuant to this section.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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