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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring notice to certain applicants for the senior citizen rent increase exemption and disability rent increase exemption program
..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
          Section 1. The administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 11-138 to read as follows:
§ 11-138 Notice to senior citizen rent increase exemption and disability rent increase exemption program tenants regarding preferential rent. 
a. Definitions. (1) “Registered rent” means the amount of rent charged as listed on the rent registration form required pursuant to section 26-517 of this code.
(2). “Preferential rent” means the amount of rent charged to and paid by a tenant that is less than the registered rent. 

b. The department of finance shall notify tenants applying for and enrolled in the senior citizen rent increase exemption and disability rent increase exemption program of the rent amount on which the benefit calculation was based. Such notice shall include the following: 
(1) an explanation that the rent amount on which the benefit calculation is based on the registered rent, except that the benefit calculation may be based on a preferential rent in the following cases: i) the tenant pays a preferential rent pursuant to a written agreement with the landlord that states that the preferential rent will be charged for the life of the tenancy; or ii) the tenant lives in a building that has received a tax credit pursuant to section 42 of the internal revenue code;
(2) the registered rent amount; and
(3) an explanation that the tenant may continue to pay the preferential rent even once enrolled in the program.

Beginning January 1, 2018, in cases where a tenant who pays a preferential rent submits an initial or renewal application for the senior citizen rent increase exemption and disability rent increase exemption program, such notice shall also contain the preferential rent amount.

c. (1) The notice set forth in subdivision b of this section shall be included in any notice issued by the department pertaining to the senior citizen rent increase exemption and disability rent increase exemption program where such notice is related to: 

(i) the approval of such application; 
(ii) the approval of a tenant’s application for an apartment benefit transfer; 

(iii) the approval of a tenant's application for benefit takeover;

(iv) any notice of a tax abatement credit adjustment sent to the tenant;
(v) the approval of a tenant’s application for a redetermination; and
(vi) any other document deemed appropriate by the department of finance.
(2) Such notification shall also include a statement that such tenant can obtain a rent registration history from, and file a complaint of rent overcharge with, the state division of housing and community renewal should such tenant believe his or her landlord has charged or registered more than the regulated rent amount the landlord could lawfully collect from such tenant. Such statement shall also include a telephone number and email address for the state division of housing and community renewal at which inquiries or complaints regarding rent administration can be received. 
d. No later than January 1, 2018, in cases where a tenant who pays a preferential rent submits an initial or renewal application for the senior citizen rent increase exemption and disability rent increase exemption program, the department shall ensure that any computer system or database used by the department for the purpose of maintaining or compiling information about applicants and beneficiaries of the program contains both the registered and preferential rents.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment.
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