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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision c of Section 16-120.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the regulation of receptacles for removal of waste material.

OVERVIEW:




On April 10, 2006, the Sanitation and Solid Waste Management 

Committee, chaired by Michael E. McMahon, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 28-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the regulation of receptacles for removal of waste material.  Int. No. 28-A would allow until 9:00 p.m. on the day of pickup for the removal of trash bins from the sidewalk, unless pickup occurs after 4:00 p.m., in which case removal would occur before 9:00 a.m. on the morning following pickup. On February 27, 2006, the Committee held a hearing regarding Int. No. 28. Int. No. 28-A represents a revision of Int. No. 28.

BACKGROUND

Currently the Department of Sanitation (DOS), through its rule making powers, has set time requirements for setting out trash receptacles for pick up. The DOS Digest of Codes states, “Residential units may not place receptacles out for collection earlier than 5 PM the day before the scheduled collection, Fridays no earlier than 4 PM during the winter months (October-April)” (p. 10).  Int. No. 28 would have codified the 5PM year round set out time and adopt the 4 PM schedule for all days of the week between the months of October to April.  This provision was deleted from Int. No. 28-A, because the Department of Sanitation has agreed to make this change in their Digest of Codes.  

Section 16-120(1)(c) states that receptacles at residences, upon collection, “shall immediately be removed from the front of the building or dwelling.”  Int. No. 28 would have extended the period during which receptacles can be left out after collection to “within twelve hours” of the pickup.  Int. No. 28-A requires removal of receptacles by 9:00 PM on the day of collection, unless collection occurs after 4:00 PM, in which case removal must occur before 9:00 AM the next morning.

Analysis


The reason why there are time restrictions for placing out and returning trash receptacles is to keep to a minimum the amount of time that trash is set out in front of buildings. Trash receptacles kept in front of buildings for extended periods of time are unsightly, are used improperly by passing pedestrians and motorists to dispose of trash, and often are blown or fall over, causing trash to be spread onto the streets and sidewalks.

The proposed changes are meant to rectify hardships caused by the existing requirements.  In particular, elderly citizens find that waiting until 5 p.m. to place receptacles out for collection in the winter requires them to do so after sunset, which increases the risk of injury due to lack of visibility, especially in icy or snowy conditions. Many seniors do not feel save going out after dark.  Allowing them to place the receptacles out at 4 p.m. allows them to place out their receptacles while there is still sunlight.

Most residential pickups occur during the day, when residents of many households are away at work and so cannot “immediately” remove receptacles after collection.  Other pickups, especially in winter, occur in the evening or even late at night, when most residents are asleep and so cannot “immediately” remove receptacles.  Int. No. 28 had allowed a twelve-hour period from trash pickup before receptacles had to be removed, but this approach was deemed insufficiently inclusive of all scenarios to be fair.  Int. No. 28-A remedies both of these situations while providing clear and enforceable guidelines.  It also balances the twin needs of being fair to residents and keeping sidewalks clean and safe.  

CONCLUSION

Some aspects of the current requirements for placing out and removing trash receptacles for residential waste create needless hardships for some citizens of the city of New York.  Int. No. 28-A provides a simple, fair, cost-free and common sense solution to the problems associated with removing trash receptacles post-collection, and a change in the Digest of Codes will provide similar relief for problems associated with placing receptacles out pre-collection.  Both remedies achieve their goals without adding to the negative impacts that time restrictions are intended to prevent. 
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