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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good morning.

          3  Sorry for the delay. Good morning. Welcome to the

          4  hearing on Governmental Operations. I will now read

          5  the statement that my counsel prepared for me.

          6                 I am joined today by my colleagues,

          7  Councilman Joseph Addabbo, Councilman Erik Dilan,

          8  and Councilman Larry Seabrook.

          9                 I'd also like to introduce Denora

         10  Johnson, who is by the door, the Counsel. And to my

         11  left is Michael Casatano, my legislative aid, Sheila

         12  Horgan, who is in the building, the policy analyst

         13  to the Committee.

         14                 Today the Committee will hold a vote

         15  on the preconsidered introduction which would amend

         16  Section 17 of Local Law 15 of the Year 2006,

         17  relating to the lobbying, reporting of lobbyists,

         18  reporting of lobbyist activities, and the

         19  enforcement of the lobbying law.

         20                 For the record, Local Law 15 of the

         21  Year 2006, was formerly proposed Intro. 190-A, one

         22  of three bills in the Speaker's and the Mayor's

         23  Comprehensive lobbying reform package, which the

         24  Committee conducted a first hearing on April 4th,

         25  2006.
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          2                 The lobbying reform bills were

          3  subsequently amended and passed by this Committee

          4  and the full Council on May 24th, 2006. The Mayor

          5  signed the bills into law on June 13th, 2006.

          6  Generally Local Law 15, which will become effective

          7  December 10th, 2006, will make the following

          8  amendments to the current lobbying law:

          9                 One, create a mandatory electronic

         10  filing system for lobbyists.

         11                 Two, require full lobbyist disclosure

         12  of all fund-raising and political consultant

         13  activities; and three, strengthen enforcement and

         14  penalties for violations of the lobbying law.

         15                 This time the Office of the City

         16  Clerk and the Department of Information Technology

         17  and Telecommunications have successfully developed

         18  and are prepared to begin implementation of the

         19  clerk's electronic lobbyist filing software,

         20  required by Local Law 15.

         21                 However, Local Law 15 would not

         22  require lobbyists to begin electronically filing

         23  statements and reports utilizing this new system

         24  until one year after the enactment of Local Law 15.

         25                 Thus, the preconsidered introduction
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          2  that the Committee is considering today would amend

          3  the effective date. That's all we're talking about.

          4                 It's amending the effective date

          5  provision in Section 17 of Local Law 15, to require

          6  as of the 180th day after the enactment of Local Law

          7  15, or in this case, December 10th, 2006, all

          8  lobbyists filings relating to lobbying activities

          9  for the year 2007, and thereafter must be

         10  electronically transmitted to the clerk using the

         11  clerk's e-lobbyist program.

         12                 However, it should be noted that

         13  lobbyists still be required to file all statements

         14  and reports pertaining to lobbying activities for

         15  2006 either by hand or in person to the clerk's

         16  office.

         17                 Again, I would like to applaud the

         18  Speaker and the Mayor for their collaboration of

         19  passing this reform package. For further background

         20  regarding this amendment, and other lobbying laws

         21  passed by this Committee, I would refer you to

         22  consult the Committee report prepared by Denora

         23  Johnson, the Counsel to the Committee.

         24                 All my colleagues should have

         25  received a copy of the Fiscal Impact Statement for
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          2  the bill which was diligently prepared by the

          3  Finance Division. And if you look at it, it shows

          4  zero. Before we open the vote, do any of my

          5  colleagues have any comments or remarks they'd like

          6  to make?

          7                 Seeing none, okay, so we'll call the

          8  roll then. You do your thing.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Felder.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I recommend yes

         11  vote, and I vote yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair, I

         14  compliment you and your staff for putting this

         15  hearing together, and obviously the staff that

         16  worked on this bill, and I vote yes. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: On the

         23  recommendation of Joe Addabbo, I'm going to vote

         24  yes.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Before you count
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          2  the vote, I don't know what the procedure is, but I

          3  think that on a Stated Meeting day, if we're not

          4  going to have the meetings on time, and it's no

          5  one's fault, I think that we have to give them time

          6  to vote.

          7                 Inez Dickens is always here on time.

          8  We should hold the vote open for them, all right?

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         10  Dickens.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye. The vote

         12  now stands at six in the affirmative, zero in the

         13  negative and no abstentions.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Finished.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 11:32 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 6th day of December 2006.
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