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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to raising the legal age to buy tobacco to nineteen years.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Section 17-602 of Chapter 7 of Title 17.

INTRODUCTION

On October 19, 2006, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Joel Rivera, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 70, a local law that would raise the legal age to buy tobacco to nineteen years. Expected to testify are representatives of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the American Lung Association of New York, the American Cancer Society, Altria Group, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company and others.
PROPOSED INT. NO. 70

Section 1 of Proposed Int. No. 70 would set forth the legislative findings and intent of the legislation. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (the “CDC”) estimates that almost 23 percent of high school students in the United States are current cigarette smokers.
 Nearly 3,900 young people between the ages of twelve and seventeen years in the United States
 and 40 New York City schoolchildren begin smoking each day.
 There is concern that younger high school students get their cigarettes from their eighteen year-old classmates.

Alaska, Alabama and Utah are three of the states that have raised the age when teenagers can buy tobacco products from eighteen to nineteen. According to the CDC, in each of those states the rate of teenage smoking has dropped in the past five years.
 Suffolk County, in May 2005, became the first county in New York State to raise the legal age for tobacco products to nineteen,
 and Nassau County followed in April 2006.
 A bill to raise the legal purchasing age throughout the State has also been recently introduced in the New York State Legislature.
  

Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 70 would amend § 17-620 of Chapter 7 of Title 17 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by changing the age of a person to whom one may sell cigarettes from eighteen to nineteen years of age.

Section 3 of Proposed Int. No. 70 would make the effective date of the local law sixty days after its enactment into law.
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