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Topic I: New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission – (Candidate recommended by the Council for appointment by the Mayor)

· KENNETH MITCHELL [Pre-considered M]
In a letter dated October 14, 2016, Mayor Bill de Blasio formally submitted the name of Kenneth Mitchell to the Council of the City of New York, for its advice and consent, regarding his nomination for appointment to the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”).

The TLC was created pursuant to Local Law 12 of 1971.  Chapter 65 of section 2300 of the Charter states that there shall be a TLC, which shall have the purpose of further developing and improving the taxi and limousine service in New York City (“the City”).  It shall also remain consistent with the promotion and protection of the public comfort and convenience, adopting and establishing an overall public transportation policy, which will govern taxi, coach, limousine, and wheelchair accessible van services, as it relates to the overall public transportation network of the City.  The TLC is also responsible for establishing certain rates, standards, and criteria for the licensing of vehicles, drivers, chauffeurs, owners, and operators engaged in such services.  Furthermore, the TLC provides authorization to individuals who wish to operate commuter van services within the City.  

The TLC consists of nine members appointed by the Mayor, all with the advice and consent of the Council.  Five of the said members must be a resident from each of the five boroughs of the City, and are recommended for appointment by a majority vote of the Council Members from the respective borough.  The TLC members are appointed for seven year terms, and can serve until the appointment and qualification of a successor.  Vacancies, other than those that occur due to an expiration of a term, shall be filled for the unexpired term.  Furthermore, the mayor may remove any such member for cause, upon stated charges.

The mayor designates one TLC member to act as the Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer. The Chairperson shall have be in-charge of the organization of his/her office, and possesses the authority to employ, assign, and superintend the duties of such officers and employees, as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of Chapter 65 of the Charter.  The Charter provides that the Chairperson shall devote his/her full time to this position and as such, the Chair will receive compensation that is set by the Mayor.  The Chair currently receives an annual salary of $192,198.00. The other TLC members are not entitled to compensation.

Pursuant to the Charter, all TLC proceedings and all documents and records in its possession, shall be public records.  Furthermore, the TLC is required to make an annual report to the Council, on or before the second Monday of January, of every year, concerning information that consists of the following; complaints   received   by   the  commission from the public, including, but is not limited to, complaints of overcharging,   as   well  as  enforcement  actions  undertaken  by  the commission, whether the enforcement action was dismissed or settled,  or if  a  penalty  was imposed  by  the  commission  on the subject of the enforcement action.  The information regarding enforcement actions shall also include, but is not limited to; enforcement action relating to illegal street hails, unlicensed vehicles, overcharging,   and   toll   lane infractions.
If Mr. Mitchell, a Staten Island resident, receives the advice and consent of the Council and is subsequently appointed to the TLC, he will be eligible to complete the remainder of a seven-year term, expiring on January 31, 2022. 
Copies of the following are annexed to this briefing paper: the candidate’s résumé as well as the related associated message.

Topic II:  New York City Art Commission – (Mayor’s nominees for appointment upon advice and consent of the Council)
· LAURIE HAWKINSON  [M-449]

In a letter dated October 6, 2016, Mayor Bill de Blasio formally submitted the name of Laurie Hawkinson to the Council of the City of New York, for its advice and consent, regarding her nomination for appointment to the New York City Art Commission.
The New York City Art Commission, also known as the Public Design Commission
 (“PDC”) reviews permanent works of art, architecture and landscape architecture proposed on or over City-owned property.  Projects include construction, renovation or restoration of buildings, such as museums and libraries; creation or rehabilitation of parks and playgrounds; installation of lighting and other streetscape elements; and design, installation and conservation of artwork.
    

 The PDC itself does not contract for any artwork, nor does it select contractors, negotiate fees, or otherwise involve itself in the selection or approval of contracts.  The PDC brings its expertise to the process by reviewing submitted plans or work in accordance with standards enumerated in the Charter.  PDC members have no say in what projects are initiated, or how City funds are allocated.  The Charter states that the PDC has general advisory oversight over all works of art belonging to the City, and advises agencies having jurisdiction over them as to methods and procedures for their proper maintenance.  [Charter § 857 (a).]

The PDC is composed of the Mayor or his representative, the President of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the President of the New York Public Library, the President of the Brooklyn Museum, one painter, one sculptor, one architect, one landscape architect, all of whom shall be residents of the City, and three other residents of the City who cannot be painters, sculptors, architects, landscape architects, or active members of any other profession in the fine arts.  Charter § 851 (a).  The Mayor and the museum and library presidents serve in an ex-officio capacity.  Section 31 of the Charter states that the Council performs an advice and consent review of mayoral appointees for membership on the PDC.  The Council does not review ex-officio members. [Charter § 851 (a).]   

The appointive members whose service is not ex-officio are chosen from a list submitted by the Fine Arts Federation of not less than three times the number to be appointed.  If the Federation fails to present a list of nominees within three months from the time when a vacancy occurs, the Mayor may appoint an individual without such input.  In case the Mayor fails to appoint within one year from the time when a vacancy occurs, the PDC is authorized to fill such vacancy for any balance of the un-expired term without the Council’s advice and consent review.  [Charter § 851 (b).]   

All members serve on the PDC without compensation.  Members serve for three-year terms, or until a successor has been appointed and qualified. [Charter § 851 (b).] 

Upon appointment by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council, Ms. Hawkinson, a Manhattan resident, will fill a vacancy and serve as the architect member for the remainder of a three-year term that expires on December 31, 2016.  Copies of her résumé and report/resolution are annexed to this Briefing paper.   
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� On July 21, 2008, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg issued Executive Order No. 119, which changed the name of the Art Commission of the City of New York to the Public Design Commission of the City of New York, except in court documents, contracts and any other situation where the name “Art Commission” is legally required.      





� http://www.nyc.gov/html/artcom/html/about/about.shtml
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