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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of information technology and telecommunications to post certain information regarding street closures and temporary parking regulation changes on the internet.

.
CHARTER:
Amends section 1072 by requiring the department of information technology and telecommunications to post certain information regarding street closures and temporary parking regulation changes on the internet.

. 
INTRODUCTION

On April 5, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 458-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring the department of information technology and telecommunications to post certain information regarding street closures and temporary parking regulation changes on the internet.

This bill would require the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (DoiTT) to post on the internet an interactive map, searchable by time, date and borough, detailing street closures and temporary changes to parking regulations.  The bill would also require appropriate contact information be provided of the sponsors of any street fair, block party or festival that result in the closure of the street or other obstruction of traffic.  This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Those expected to testify include Cristin Burtis, Executive Director of the Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management, David Woloch, Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Transportation, the American Automobile Association and various transportation advocates, civic leaders and community boards.
BACKGROUND


In New York City, street closures can occur due to special events, cultural activities, marketing opportunities, film shoots, parades, construction, utility work and street repairs. The responsibility for overseeing street closures primarily falls under the Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management (CECM) and the Department of Transportation (“DOT”).  
The Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management

The CECM was created by an Executive Order No. 100, signed by Mayor Bloomberg on March 16, 2007.
  The executive order gave the CECM oversight responsibilities over all events permitting activity in New York City.
  In addition, the CECM coordinates with various City agencies that issue permits such as the New York City Police Department (“NYPD”), the Department of Parks and Recreation (“DPR”), the Mayor's Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcasting (“MOFTB”), or the Mayor’s Street Activity Permit Office (“SAPO”).

The SAPO was merged into the CECM by Executive Order No. 105 of 2007, and is responsible for issuing permits for street fairs, festivals, block parties, commercial promotional events, and other events on streets, sidewalks, and pedestrian islands.
  The SAPO processes over 5,000 applications per year and works closely with community boards, event producers, and other City agencies to coordinate events. 

The Department of Transportation
DOT is responsible for the condition and operation of approximately 6,000 miles of streets, highways and public plazas.
  Within DOT the issuing of permits is handled by the Office of Permit Management (“OPM”) of the Bureau of Permit Management and Construction Control.
  OPM reviews applications, issues construction permits to utilities, plumbers, contractors, homeowners and other governmental agencies that wish to work on roadways, curbs, and sidewalks belonging to the City.
  OPM issues 150 different types of permits, of which 123 are for street openings, 5 permits for sidewalk openings, and the remaining 22 permits were for Building Operations, Construction and Canopies.
  In FY 2010 DOT conducted 550,906 inspections of street work.

ANALYSIS


Section 1072 of the Charter provided the powers and duties of the Commissioner of DoiTT.  Section one of Proposed Int. No. 458-A would amend Section 1072 of the Charter by amending subdivisions o and p and by adding a new subdivision q to such section.  Subdivision o of section 1072 would be amended by omitting the word “and” from the end of the subdivision.  Subdivision p would be amended by adding the word “and” to the end of the subdivision. 
New subdivision q would require the Commissioner of DoiTT to provide on the internet at no charge an interactive map that would be updated as often as practicable but no less frequent than once per week.  This map would provide all anticipated street closures, parking regulations and temporary changes to parking regulations.  The map would be searchable and sortable by time, date and borough.  Where the street closure or change to parking regulation is done for emergency reasons, and one week notice is not received by DoiTT, then the map must be updated not more than twenty four hours after notice is provided by DoiTT.  Where the closure is due to a street fair, block party or festival, the identity of the sponsor of the event along with appropriate contact information is to be provided as part of this map.     


Section two of Proposed Int. No. 458-A would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of information technology and telecommunications to post certain information regarding street closures and temporary parking regulation changes on the internet.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Section 1072 of the New York city charter is amended by amending subdivisions o and p and by adding a new subdivision q to read as follows:


o.  to  institute  procedures  to  assure  restrictions  of  access to information to the appropriate individuals, where such restrictions  are required by law; [and]


p.  to perform such other responsibilities with respect to information technology and telecommunications  matters,  including  responsibilities delegated elsewhere by the charter, as the mayor shall direct[.]; and

   q.  to provide to the public at no charge on the city’s website an interactive map, updated as often as practicable and necessary but not less than once per week, displaying all anticipated street closures to vehicular traffic, parking regulations and temporary changes to parking regulations; such map shall be searchable and sortable by time, date and borough. All information required by this subdivision shall be available on the city’s website as soon as practicable but in no case less than one week prior to any such closure or change, unless such closure or change to parking regulations is required for emergency reasons and one week notice is not obtained by the department, in which case such information shall be available within twenty-four hours of the department’s receipt of such information.  Where such street closure is due to a street event, the sponsor of the event with appropriate contact information shall be provided as part of such interactive map.  For the purposes of this subdivision, street event shall mean any street fair, block party or festival on a public street(s) where such activity may interfere with or obstruct the normal use by vehicular traffic of such street(s).
      § 2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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� Information retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/cecm/html/about/about.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/cecm/html/about/about.shtml�, last accessed on April 4, 2011.
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� Information retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/cecm/html/event/overview.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/cecm/html/event/overview.shtml�, last accessed on April 4, 2011.


� Information retrieved from Preliminary Fiscal 2011 Mayor’s Management Report, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/ops/downloads/pdf/_mmr/dot.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/ops/downloads/pdf/_mmr/dot.pdf�, last accessed on April 4, 2011.


� Information retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/permits/stpermit.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/permits/stpermit.shtml�, last accessed on April 4,2011
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