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PROPOSED INT. NO. 376-A:                       
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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating guidelines for the approval and installation of certain traffic calming devices.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 19 of the Administrative code of the city of New York, by adding a new section 19-183. 

INTRODUCTION


On November 29, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 376-A.  This legislation would amend title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, by requiring the New York City Department of Transportation to create standards for the approval and installation of certain traffic calming devices.  This is the second hearing of this bill.  The first hearing occurred November 4, 2010.  

BACKGROUND

Standards for traffic control devices are provided by the Manual on Uniformed Traffic Control Devices (“MUTCD”)
  The MUTCD sets minimum standards, provides guidance, and ensures uniformity of traffic control devices across the nation.  The MUTCD is the law governing all traffic control devices and all public agencies and owners of private roads open to public travel across the nation rely on the MUTCD.
  If DOT were to install traffic control devices not in compliance with the MUTCD, New York City would be at risk of losing federal-aid funds for traffic control devices.

Installations of traffic calming devices are not regulated by MUTCD guidelines because they are considered to be part of roadway design and not traffic control devices.  Currently, it is unclear what guidelines DOT uses to determine the placement and installation of these devices.  Proposed Int. No. 376-A would require DOT to establish and publicize guidelines for the installation and placement of traffic calming devices.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 376-A would amend Title 19 of the Code by adding a new section 19-183.  Subdivision a of new section 19-183 would define “School” as any educational facility under the jurisdiction of the New York City Department of Education and any non-public school that provides educational instructions to students at or below the ninth grade level; “Senior” as any person sixty-five years or older; and “Traffic Calming device” as any device, not governed by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, including, but not limited to, speed humps, curb extensions, traffic diverters, median barriers and raised walkways, installed on a street and intended to slow, reduce or alter motor vehicle traffic to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.
Subdivision b of new section 19-183 would require DOT to establish guidelines that deal for the approval and placement of traffic calming devices.  Such guidelines would consider whether such traffic calming devices would be installed adjacent to a school or in a location where a high percentage of seniors use the streets, such as locations adjacent to senior centers and nursing homes, and any other locations as determined by the DOT.  In addition, the guidelines would list the conditions under which installation of such traffic calming device would be appropriate.  Finally, DOT would be  required to distribute them to any entity upon request and publish them on its website.

Section two of Proposed Int. 376-A would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating guidelinesfor the approval and installation of certain traffic calming devices.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-183 to read as follows:

§19-183  Traffic calming devices.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1.  “School” shall mean any educational facility under the jurisdiction of the New York city department of education and any non-public school that provides educational instructions to students at or below the ninth grade level.

2.  “Senior” shall mean any person sixty-five years or older.

3.  “Traffic calming device” shall mean any device, not governed by the manual on uniform traffic control devices, including, but not limited to, speed humps, curb extensions, traffic diverters, median barriers and raised walkways, installed on a street and intended to slow, reduce or alter motor vehicle traffic to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.

b.  The department shall establish guidelines governing the approval and placement of traffic calming devices.  Such guidelines shall consider whether such traffic calming devices would be installed adjacent to a school or in a location where a high percentage of seniors use the streets, such as locations adjacent to senior centers and nursing homes, and any other locations as determined by the department.  Such guidelines shall list the conditions under which installation of such traffic calming device may be appropriate.  Such guidelines shall be distributed to any entity upon request and shall be published on the department’s website. 
§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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