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          1  COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to the State and Federal Legislation

          4  Committee hearing. I would like to first recognize

          5  our colleagues who are present here today. To my

          6  extreme right, not necessarily because of politics,

          7  is Councilman Stabile, Council Member Provenzano,

          8  Council Member Lasher. And to my left is Council

          9  Member Robles. I guess Mr. James Oddo is reinforcing

         10  us in the back, and Council Member Steve DiBrienza.

         11  We also have walking in Council Member Ken Fisher.

         12                 We are all here because we feel that

         13  even though we have just one item on the agenda --

         14  oh, and Council Member Sabini, is a very important

         15  one in the life of Mr. M. James.

         16                 We are also joined by Council staff

         17  James Caras and Nelson Perez. Welcome, Nelson, and

         18  welcome, James. And also Mr. Frank Tramontano,

         19  Assistant Director of the Finance Division.

         20                 Today we have one SLR on the agenda,

         21  SLR 165 will authorize the transfer of retirement

         22  service credit to one specific individual, James M.

         23  James.

         24                 SLR 165 was originally passed by this

         25  Committee as SLR 30 on July 21st, 1999. The bill was
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          2  subsequently amended to reflect the change in the

          3  fiscal impact to the City.

          4                 At this moment I would like to

          5  recognize -- only the Majority Whip can do this

          6  around here, you know? Before we entertain any

          7  statements from any members of the Committee, I

          8  would like to first welcome, from the great State of

          9  New Jersey, Passaic, New Jersey, Mr. Luis Rivera

         10  from the World Peace Flag Organization.

         11                 Welcome to the great City, the

         12  capital of this planet, the City of New York. Mr.

         13  Rivera.

         14                 At this moment, we would also like to

         15  recognize an outstanding public official, someone

         16  who I have known -- oh, Mr. Ognibene, one of our key

         17  leaders is also here, the Republican, the real

         18  Minority Leader, who always supports us on some of

         19  the good things that we do around this City, and

         20  especially from this body.

         21                 As I was saying, Assemblymember

         22  Gloria Davis is someone who I personally know for so

         23  many years, I don't want to say how many years, but

         24  many years before she even got elected, someone who

         25  has always been involved in so many of the issues
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          2  that we deal on a day-to-day basis in the City, and

          3  someone that has served as, and has continued to

          4  serve very well, as a member of the State Assembly.

          5                 I spent about five years as a

          6  colleague of hers, and I know that Mr. Lasher must

          7  have spent half of his 20 years in State Government

          8  with Gloria, and my colleague Victor Robles must

          9  have spent many good years also, we all have, and we

         10  welcome you to this body. If any of the former

         11  colleagues would like to make some welcoming

         12  remarks, they are welcome to do so at this moment.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chairman. And it is always good, and of course for

         15  those of us who were honored in serving in the State

         16  Assembly, that we are now here in this body, like my

         17  colleagues in this Committee I see three, and there

         18  is a fourth one Julia Harrison, and Helen Marshall,

         19  and I could go on. However, it is always good

         20  because it has been 15 years that I left Albany, and

         21  you are absolutely correct, Mr. Chairman, I served

         22  six years and in those six years I had the privilege

         23  and the honor of meeting this dear sister from the

         24  Bronx, who not only did we work closely together,

         25  but I believe that in most of the issues that
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          2  pertain to our perspective districts we were in

          3  common.

          4                 And I often, as you know, Mr.

          5  Chairman, and my colleagues, I always refer to

          6  people of this body on the floor that if sometimes

          7  we really listen to those of us who are elected from

          8  our respective communities, the voice of the people,

          9  maybe we would not have so much problems in our

         10  community, and that we are hardworking, and

         11  Assemblywoman Gloria Davis, you have always brought

         12  dignity, respect and of course were it not because

         13  of a love that your constituency had for you, you

         14  would not be a senior member of the state assembly.

         15  So, I welcome you to this Chamber, not only on

         16  behalf of the Chair but as the majority whip of the

         17  Council on behalf of the Speaker, it is always good

         18  to see a dear colleague return, at least to this

         19  Chamber, not as a member but as a friend.

         20                 ASSEMBLYWOMAN DAVIS: Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Gloria, it is

         22  a pleasure to see you here in these halls. This, as

         23  you will find out in the future, if you have the

         24  desire to, to come to City Hall, sometimes it is a

         25  bit maligned as not having power or not having the
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          2  ability to go ahead and do very good for the City

          3  and for the State of New York, that if you stay

          4  around just a short period of time and you listen to

          5  what goes on here, you will find that the City

          6  Council is quite an elected officials and a members

          7  type of organization that is very democratic, and we

          8  are very fortunate that Speaker Vallone, who is an

          9  outstanding speaker, and really has guided the City

         10  Council to grow and become probably one of the

         11  premiere bodies in the State of New York. So, we

         12  welcome you on behalf of Speaker Vallone and all of

         13  the people who are now seated here who used to be in

         14  Albany, it is good to see all of you back here

         15  again, and maybe you will even make it permanent.

         16                 Congratulations.

         17                 ASSEMBLYWOMAN DAVIS: Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you. We

         19  have also been joined by Council Member Povman, who

         20  is sitting in the corner.

         21                 Welcome, Gloria. I think this is a

         22  great opportunity, Gloria, for perhaps your seeing

         23  us in action here, but a second ago, as you speak on

         24  the issue that brings you here today, Mr. James,

         25  perhaps you might want to share with the members of
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          2  this Committee on of the areas that you are

          3  concerned about that you spoke to Mr. Robles and to

          4  myself a second ago? But welcome, and we would like

          5  to hear what your recommendation regarding Mr.

          6  James' retirement is.

          7                 ASSEMBLYWOMAN DAVIS: Thank you. Good

          8  morning, my colleagues in government. Indeed it is

          9  an honor for me to sit here to look in the faces of

         10  my colleagues who I once served with in the State

         11  Legislature. I am so pleased that the City Council

         12  opened their minds and their hearts for a man by the

         13  name of James James that served this City and this

         14  State, and chose to retire without doing his

         15  homework after 40 some years and realized that he

         16  did not get his full pension, and he asked me would

         17  I assist him. And we have been going back and forth

         18  for this piece of legislation for at least six years

         19  or more.

         20                 So, I am proud, and I am sure when I

         21  inform Mr. James what the City Council has done for

         22  he and his wife, I know that you will be receiving

         23  some calls or letters, because we all have to put

         24  ourselves in James James' place, and some place

         25  along the line by the grace of God it is not one of
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          2  us.

          3                 So, I salute you, and I am impressed,

          4  not only in terms of what you did for James James,

          5  but I am impressed, I sit here and I see you and it

          6  is done totally different than we do things in

          7  Albany, totally. You are the movers and the shakers

          8  of the City of New York, and people do not

          9  understand that City Council people are truly

         10  legislators in every sense of the word. And maybe in

         11  some cases you are better than we are.

         12                 I also want to thank Speaker Peter

         13  Vallone, because without his guidance and his

         14  willingness to give those that have been short

         15  changed their pension, I know that Peter Vallone

         16  will be missed here. And I just have to say this, I

         17  am so afraid of what is going to happen to the City

         18  and the City Council as a body of legislators, you

         19  are seasoned legislators, the Year 2001. It

         20  frightens me because you are a good group of

         21  legislators, and then all of a sudden new faces, and

         22  too many new faces at one time.

         23                 I will end on the discussion that I

         24  had, Councilman Rivera, and Councilman Robles, in

         25  terms of special services. I will be sending you
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          2  both a letter asking you to please have a hearing on

          3  special adult services. I have so many seniors in my

          4  district that they are not being treated fairly

          5  because of the stages that they have to go through,

          6  and the book has to stop somewhere, so I will

          7  outline my concerns and ask you, would you please

          8  have a hearing on it. And I watch you guys on

          9  Saturday because I am home and I can put on the

         10  channel at night and I see you all at work, and I am

         11  impressed, I am truly impressed. Because the ones

         12  from the old school, they say, oh, the City Council,

         13  they don't do anything - you work.

         14                 Thank you, again.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you very

         16  much, Assemblymember Gloria Davis.

         17                 On the issue that you just touched

         18  on, I hope that as soon as you go back either to

         19  your office or to Albany, you will provide us with a

         20  memo on it so we can move as quickly as possible.

         21  And at this moment, if there is no other issue,

         22  which there isn't, before us, if there is any other

         23  member that would like to make a comment at this

         24  moment, please do so.

         25                 I would like to mention that in the
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          2  back of the room is Council Member Wendell Foster.

          3                 Gloria Davis is here, Wendell.

          4                 ASSEMBLYWOMAN DAVIS: Good morning,

          5  Council Member Foster. He is my Councilman, along

          6  with you, Jose.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: We are both

          8  leaving government in the Year 2001, but we are not

          9  really leaving government, we hope to play a

         10  significant role after we leave the City Council.

         11                 At this moment we would like to vote

         12  on the item, SLR 165.

         13                 I would also like to express our

         14  gratitude to Senator Larry Seabrook, he is also a

         15  sponsor of this bill in the Senate, along with

         16  Assemblymember Gloria Davis.

         17                 ASSEMBLYWOMAN DAVIS: And Larry

         18  Warden, also.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Oh, and Council

         20  Member Larry Warden.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: My name being

         25  called, let me also echo the Chairman's note that

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            12

          1  COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2  while I may not have had the privilege of meeting

          3  Mr. James, he is very fortunate to have someone in

          4  the presence of Gloria Davis, and there are very few

          5  people you can say no to and Gloria Davis is one.

          6  So, I am proud to join my chairman in voting for

          7  this on behalf of my distinguished colleague, Gloria

          8  Davis.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of 10

         25  in the affirmative, none in the negative, with no
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          2  abstentions, the item is adopted, and the vote is

          3  still open.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Please remain in

          5  your seats.

          6                 Gloria, could you sit in the back in

          7  the chair, we would like to take a picture of the

          8  Committee with Gloria Davis. Gloria Davis in action,

          9  for your next newsletter.

         10                 Mr. Miller, you are running for

         11  higher office, you need this picture.

         12                 I would just like to remind you, we

         13  are going to keep the vote open for Ms. Mary

         14  Pinkett. She is in the building in another meeting.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 11:15 a.m.)
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         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the
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