Res. No. 812

..Title
Resolution calling upon the New York City Department of Education to incorporate Three Kings Day as an observed school holiday in the school calendar for the city school district of the city of New York.
..Body

By Council Members Salamanca, Brannan, Chin and Ayala
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	Whereas, Three Kings Day, also known as the Feast of the Epiphany, celebrates the biblical tale in which the Three Kings visit baby Jesus after his birth; and
	Whereas, Three Kings Day, celebrated on January 6, is one of the most important Christian holidays in Hispanic and Latin American cultures; and
	Whereas, For many Christians, the holiday season ends on Three Kings Day, the twelfth day after Christmas, and Three Kings Day is as significant and as widely celebrated as Christmas; and
	Whereas, According to the New York City Department of City Planning (DCP), there are 2.4 million residents of New York City who identify themselves as Hispanic, of which many are adherents of Christianity; and
	Whereas, According to DCP, New York City has the largest Hispanic population of any city in the United States, the largest Puerto Rican population of any city in the world and the second largest Dominican population of any city in the world, after Santo Domingo; and
Whereas, A. 2551, introduced by Robert J. Rodriguez and pending in the New York State Assembly, and companion bill S. 184, introduced by Senator Jose M. Serrano and pending in the New York State Senate, seek to amend the Education Law by directing a school district of a city having a population of one million or more inhabitants to close all public schools on January 6 in recognition of Three Kings Day; and
	Whereas, Other American localities with growing Hispanic populations have incorporated Three Kings Day into their school holiday calendars, including Bridgeport, Hartford, New Haven, Windham, and New Britain in Connecticut, and the U.S. Virgin Islands; and
	Whereas, Despite the large number of Hispanic people in New York City, Three Kings Day is not recognized as a school holiday in the New York City public school system; and
	Whereas, New York City has already acknowledged the significance of Three Kings Day by suspending alternate side parking rules on Three Kings Day; and
	Whereas, Currently, New York City public schools are closed on several religious holidays; and
	Whereas, Chancellor’s Regulation A-630 sets forth guidelines regarding the provision of reasonable accommodations for religious observance and practices for public school students, including excused absences for religious observance outside of school grounds, as well as in-school provisions such as time for praying or sitting separately in the cafeteria during a period of fasting; and
	Whereas, Despite this regulation, many parents, students and advocates have expressed concern that students who celebrate Three Kings Day are still left at a disadvantage, having to choose between celebrating an important holiday or being absent from school, which can result in these students falling behind their peers, missing lessons and tests, and having lower attendance records; and
	Whereas, New York City is a diverse and dynamic locality in which tolerance and acceptance are central values, and the incorporation of Three Kings Day as a public school holiday would serve as an important embodiment of this tolerance and acceptance; and
	Whereas, The New York City Department of Education has authority over the school calendar, and, as a matter of policy, can incorporate Three Kings Day as an observed holiday; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York City Department of Education to incorporate Three Kings Day as an observed school holiday in the school calendar for the city school district of the city of New York.
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