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A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring council advice and consent for certain commissioners 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


5

2

Section 1. Section 31 of the New York city charter, as amended by a vote of the electors on November 5, 2019, is amended to read as follows:
§ 31 Power of advice and consent. Appointment by the mayor of the [commissioner] commissioners of buildings, children’s services, citywide administrative services, consumer and worker protection, cultural affairs, design and construction, emergency management, environmental protection, finance, health and mental hygiene, homeless services, housing preservation and development, information technology and telecommunications, investigation, parks and recreation, sanitation, small business services, social services, transportation, veterans’ services, and youth and community development, the commissioner for the aging, [and] the corporation counsel, and the members of the art commission, board of health (other than the chair), board of standards and appeals, city planning commission (other than the chair), civil service commission, landmarks preservation commission, tax commission, taxi and limousine commission and the public members of the environmental control board shall be made with the advice and consent of the council after a public hearing. Within 30 days after the first stated meeting of the council after receipt of a nomination, the council shall hold a hearing and act upon such nomination and in the event it does not act within such period, the nomination shall be deemed to be confirmed.



§ 2. Subdivision b of section 391 of the New York city charter, as added by a vote of the electors on November 5, 2019, is amended to read as follows:
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of the corporation counsel, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for corporation counsel. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the corporation counsel is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 3. Section 495 of the New York city charter, as added by a vote of the electors on November 6, 2001, is amended to read as follows:
§ 495 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be an emergency management department, which may also be known as the New York city office of emergency management, the head of which shall be the commissioner of emergency management. The commissioner shall be appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the council. The commissioner shall also serve as the local director of civil defense, with the powers of a local director of civil defense.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of emergency management, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of emergency management. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of emergency management is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  
§ 4. Section 496 of the New York city charter, as added by a vote of the electors on November 6, 2001, is amended to read as follows:
§ 496 Deputies. The commissioner shall have the power to appoint and, at pleasure, remove deputies, one to be known as first deputy commissioner. During the absence or disability of the commissioner, the first deputy commissioner, or if the first deputy commissioner shall be absent or under disability, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner, shall possess all the powers and perform all the duties of the commissioner, except the power of making appointments and transfers. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the first deputy commissioner shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 5. Section 531 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 7 for the year 1976, is amended to read as follows:
§ 531 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of parks and recreation, the head of which shall be the commissioner of parks and recreation.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of parks and recreation, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of parks and recreation. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of parks and recreation is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  
§ 6. Section 532 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 7 for the year 1976, is amended to read as follows:
§ 532 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint three deputies. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 7. Section 551 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 14 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows:
§ 551 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of health and mental hygiene, the head of which shall be the commissioner of health and mental hygiene who shall be appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the council. The department shall have and exercise all powers of a local health department set forth in law. Notwithstanding any other provision of this charter to the contrary, the department shall be a social services district for purposes of the administration of health-related public assistance programs to the extent agreed upon by the department, the department of social services and the department of homeless services. Appropriations to the department for mental health, intellectual and developmental disability, and alcoholism services shall be set forth in the expense budget in separate and distinct units of appropriation. In determining the annual amount of city funds to be appropriated by the city for mental health, intellectual and developmental disability, and alcoholism services, the following provision shall apply: in the event that the executive budget proposes a decrease in city funds measured against the budget for the current fiscal year, as modified in accordance with section 107, for the units of appropriation for mental health, intellectual and developmental disability, and alcoholism services, the executive budget shall not propose a greater percentage decrease in city funds measured against the budget for the current fiscal year, as modified in accordance with section 107, for the units of appropriation for mental health, intellectual and developmental disability, and alcoholism services than has been proposed for the units of appropriation for public health services. If, however, in his or her discretion, the mayor determines that it is in the city's best interest to submit an executive budget at variance with the requirements of this provision, the mayor shall include an explanation of the basis for this variation as part of the budget message.
b. The commissioner shall be a doctor of medicine and: 
(1) hold a degree of master of public health or a degree of master of business administration with concentration in the health field or a degree of master of public administration with concentration in the health field or the equivalent of any one of the specified foregoing degrees received from a college or university and have had at least five years’ experience in college or university public health teaching, or
(2) have had at least five years’ experience in public health administration.
c. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of health and mental hygiene, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of health and mental hygiene. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of health and mental hygiene is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  
§ 8. Section 552 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 14 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows:
§ 552 Deputy commissioners. a. The commissioner may appoint deputy commissioners, one of whom shall have the same qualifications as the commissioner. There shall be at least two executive deputy commissioners, one of whom shall have the qualifications established pursuant to the mental hygiene law for a director of community services of a local governmental unit, and shall be the director within the department of the division of mental hygiene services. Such division shall be and shall exercise the powers of a local governmental unit for purposes of the mental hygiene law, and the executive deputy commissioner heading such division shall have the powers of a director of community services of a local governmental unit as set forth in or pursuant to such law, and shall report directly to the commissioner. In the exercise of such powers, such executive deputy commissioner shall coordinate the fiscal and programmatic administration of contracts awarded by the department for mental health, intellectual and developmental disability, and alcoholism services.
b. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 9. Section 601 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 19 for the year 1999, is amended to read as follows:
§ 601 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of social services, the head of which shall be the commissioner of social services.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of social services, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of social services. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of social services is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  
§ 10. Section 602 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 19 for the year 1999, is amended to read as follows:
§ 602 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint three deputies. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
 § 11. Section 610 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 19 for the year 1999, is amended to read as follows:
§ 610 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of homeless services, the head of which shall be the commissioner of homeless services. 
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of homeless services, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of homeless services. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of homeless services is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  
§ 12. Section 611 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 19 for the year 1999, is amended to read as follows:
§ 611 Deputies. The commissioner shall appoint at least one deputy. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 13. Section 615 of the New York city charter, as added by a vote of the electors on November 6, 2001, is amended to read as follows:
§ 615 Administration; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be an administration for children’s services, the head of which shall be the commissioner of children’s services.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of children’s services, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of children’s services. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of children’s services is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  
§ 14. Section 616 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:
§ 616 Deputies. The commissioner shall appoint at least three deputy commissioners. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law. 
§ 15. Section 641 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 39 for the year 2008, is amended to read as follows:
§ 641 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of buildings, the head of which shall be the commissioner of buildings. The commissioner or the first deputy commissioner shall be a registered architect or a licensed professional engineer in good standing under the education law.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of buildings, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of buildings. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of buildings is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  
§ 16. Section 642 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 39 for the year 2008, is amended to read as follows:
§ 642 Deputies. a. The commissioner shall appoint two deputies, one of whom shall be the first deputy commissioner. The commissioner may, by instrument in writing filed with the department, designate a deputy commissioner who is a registered architect or a licensed professional engineer to possess any of the powers granted to the commissioner by subdivision (b) or (d) of section six hundred forty-five of this chapter. The deputy commissioner so designated shall possess such powers in addition to any other powers that may be assigned to him or her by the commissioner pursuant to any other provision of law.
b. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the first deputy commissioner shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 17. Section 731 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 81 for the year 1996, is amended to read as follows:
§ 731 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of youth and community development, the head of which shall be the commissioner of youth and community development.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of youth and community development, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of youth and community development. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of youth and community development is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 18. Section 732 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 81 for the year 1996, is amended to read as follows:
§ 732 Deputies. The commissioner shall appoint at least one deputy for youth services who shall be responsible for youth services programs and one deputy for community services who shall be responsible for community development programs. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 19. Section 751 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 24 for the year 1977, is amended to read as follows:
§ 751 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of sanitation, the head of which shall be the commissioner of sanitation.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of sanitation, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of sanitation. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of sanitation is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 20. Section 752 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 24 for the year 1977, is amended to read as follows:
§ 752 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint three deputies. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 21. Section 810 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 59 for the year 1996, is amended to read as follows:
§ 810 Department, commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of citywide administrative services, the head of which shall be the commissioner of citywide administrative services. The commissioner may appoint deputies within available appropriations. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of citywide administrative services, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of citywide administrative services. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of citywide administrative services is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 22. Section 1070 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 24 for the year 1994, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1070 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of information technology and telecommunications, the head of which shall be the commissioner of information technology and telecommunications and the chief information officer of the city.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of information technology and telecommunications, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of information technology and telecommunications. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of information technology and telecommunications is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 23. Section 1071 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 71 for the year 1990, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1071 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint four deputies, one of whom may be designated as the first deputy commissioner. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 24. Section 1200 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 77 for the year 1995, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1200 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of design and construction, the head of which shall be the commissioner of design and construction.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of design and construction, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of design and construction. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of design and construction is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 25. Section 1201 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 77 for the year 1995, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1201 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint five deputies. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 26. Section 1300 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 34 for the year 2002, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1300 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of small business services, the head of which shall be the commissioner of small business services. The commissioner may appoint deputies within available appropriations. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of small business services, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of small business services. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of small business services is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 27. Section 1401 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 24 for the year 1977, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1401 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of environmental protection, the head of which shall be the commissioner of environmental protection.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of environmental protection, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of environmental protection. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of environmental protection is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 28. Section 1402 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 24 fort he year 1977, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1402 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint three deputies. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 29. Section 1501 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 30 for the year 1977, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1501 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of finance, the head of which shall be the commissioner of finance.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of finance, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of finance. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of finance is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 30. Section 1502 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 53 for the year 1995, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1502 Deputies. a. The mayor may appoint three deputy commissioners. In addition, the mayor shall appoint one deputy commissioner whose function shall be to serve as the city sheriff. The commissioner and deputy commissioners shall provide a bond. The first deputy commissioner shall supervise and be responsible for the operations of the parking violations bureau.  
b. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the first deputy commissioner shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 31. Section 1800 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 29 for the year 1977, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1800 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of housing preservation and development, the head of which shall be the commissioner of housing preservation and development.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of housing preservation and development, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of housing preservation and development. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of housing preservation and development is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 32. Section 1801 of the New York city charter, as amended by vote of the electors on November 7, 1989, is amended to read as follows:
§ 1801 [Officials of the department] Deputies. a. The commissioner may appoint not more than five deputy commissioners, one of whom may be a first deputy commissioner and one of whom shall be a deputy commissioner charged with the powers and duties that include, but are not limited to, the powers and duties described in paragraphs (j), (k), (l) and (m) of subdivision six of section eighteen hundred two of this chapter.
b. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 33. Section 2201 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 80 for the year 2020, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2201 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of consumer and worker protection, the head of which shall be the commissioner of consumer and worker protection.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of consumer and worker protection, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of consumer and worker protection. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of consumer and worker protection is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 34. Section 2202 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 80 for the year 2020, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2202 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint such deputies as he or she deems necessary for the discharge of his or her duties. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 35. Section 2400 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 36 for the year 1975, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2400 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department for the aging, the head of which shall be the commissioner for the aging.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner for the aging, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner for the aging. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner for the aging is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 36. Section 2401 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 36 for the year 1975, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2401 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint and at pleasure remove a deputy commissioner. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 37. Section 2501 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 6 for the year 1976, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2501 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of cultural affairs, the head of which shall be the commissioner of cultural affairs.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of cultural affairs, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of cultural affairs. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of cultural affairs is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 38. Section 2502 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 6 for the year 1976, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2502 Deputies. The commissioner may appoint a deputy. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 39. Section 2901 of the New York city charter, as renumbered by local law 102 for the year 1977, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2901 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of transportation, the head of which shall be the commissioner of transportation.
b. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of transportation, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of transportation. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of transportation is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 40. Section 2902 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 25 for the year 1994, is amended to read as follows:
§ 2902 Deputies. a. The commissioner may appoint three deputies, one of whom shall be in charge of highway operations and be a licensed professional engineer in good standing under the education law.
b. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
§ 41. Section 3100 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 113 for the year 2015, is amended to read as follows:
§ 3100 Department; commissioner; vacancy. a. There shall be a department of veterans’ services, the head of which shall be the commissioner of veterans’ services. 
b. The commissioner may appoint deputies within available appropriations. During a vacancy in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner prior to their vacating of the office, or in the absence of any such designation, designated by the mayor, shall act as commissioner until the appointment and qualification of a commissioner in accordance with law.
c. Within 60 days following the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of commissioner of veterans’ services, the mayor shall submit to the council the name of the mayor’s nominee for commissioner of veterans’ services. If the council disapproves a nomination while the office of the commissioner of veterans’ services is vacant, the mayor shall submit a new person for nomination to the council within 60 days of council disapproval. Each subsequent council disapproval of a mayoral nomination shall begin a new 60-day period. The mayor shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the vacancy is filled through the process described in this subdivision within 120 days of the occurrence of the vacancy.
§ 42. Severability. If any provision of this local law is held invalid or ineffective in whole or in part, with respect to the appointment of any commissioner or otherwise, such holding shall not affect, impair or invalidate any portion of, or the remainder of, this local law, and all other provisions thereof shall nevertheless be separately and fully effective.
§ 43. This local law shall be submitted for approval by the electors at the next general election not less than 60 days after the adoption of this local law, pursuant to section 23 of the Municipal Home Rule Law; provided, however, that if this local law is prohibited from being voted on at such election pursuant to section 36 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, this local law shall instead be submitted for approval by the electors at a special election held on the first Tuesday following such general election at which such a vote may validly be held pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law and the Election Law, or at a general election if such a general election at which this local law may be voted on occurs prior to any such valid special election date.
§ 44. This local law takes effect immediately upon certification that the electors have approved such amendments to the charter; provided, however, that if the office of the commissioner for the aging, or the commissioner of buildings, children’s services, citywide administrative services, consumer and worker protection, cultural affairs, design and construction, emergency management, environmental protection, finance, health and mental hygiene, homeless services, housing preservation and development, information technology and telecommunications, parks and recreation, sanitation, small business services, social services, transportation, veteran’s services, or youth and community development, is vacant on such effective date, any such vacancy will be deemed to have occurred on such effective date.






LS 16644
5/21/2024
