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Oversight – Intersections, Sidewalks and Pedestrian Safety
INT. NO. 79:	By Council Members Restler, Brooks-Powers, Krishnan, Bottcher, Yeger, Schulman, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Nurse, Hanif, Louis, Marte, Sanchez, Cabán, Riley, Won, Williams, Rivera, Mealy, Marmorato and Ariola (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to installation of pedestrian lighting fixtures
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds §19-188.3

INT. NO. 95:	By Council Members Schulman, Menin, Hudson, Brooks-Powers, Riley, Lee, Louis, Restler and Gutiérrez
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a study on the feasibility of installing raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers at intersections and roadways adjacent to schools and to repeal section 19-189 of such code, relating to the installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to schools
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Repeals and replaces with a new §19-189

INT. NO. 103:	By Council Members Ariola, Yeger, Holden, Riley, Menin, Hanks, Farías, Brooks-Powers, Paladino, Marmorato and Borelli
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of the removal of parking spaces
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends §19-175.2

INT. NO. 104:	By Council Members Ariola, Yeger, Holden, Schulman, Riley, Menin, Hanks, Gennaro, Brooks-Powers, Paladino, Marmorato and Borelli
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and certain bicycle lane projects and to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends §§19-101.2, 19-107.1, 19-187, 

INT. NO. 144:	By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Krishnan, Hanif and Hudson
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of bollards at reconstructed sidewalks, curb extensions and pedestrian ramps
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends §19-189.1

INT. NO. 301:	By Council Members Menin, Restler, Brooks-Powers, Rivera, Won, Narcisse, Hanks, Hanif, Bottcher, Brewer, Hudson, Schulman and Avilés
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of solar-powered crosswalks
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:			Adds §19-188.3

INT. NO. 346:	By Council Members Narcisse, Cabán, Won, Hanif and Hudson
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to pedestrian crossing guidelines and right of way
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends §19-195

INT. NO. 468:	By Council Members Williams, Yeger, Won, Salaam, Hanif, Stevens, Abreu, Menin, Lee, Hanks, Ossé, Zhuang, Marte, Nurse, Brannan, Cabán, Avilés, Krishnan, Holden, Dinowitz, Riley, Ung, De La Rosa, Farías, Louis, Hudson, Banks, Narcisse, Gennaro, Restler, Joseph, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Powers, Sanchez, Bottcher, Brewer, Salamanca, Mealy, Ayala, Vernikov, Ariola, Paladino, Borelli and Carr
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of New York, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:			Adds §19-185.1

INT. NO. 504:	By Council Members Abreu, Avilés, Hanif, Brooks-Powers, Nurse, Gutiérrez, Sanchez, Restler and Salamanca
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing priority for sidewalk repairs at developments operated by the New York city housing authority
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds §19-160

INT. NO. 542:	By Council Members Brannan, Yeger, Restler and Schulman
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that traffic study determinations be issued no later than 60 days from the date a traffic control device is requested by a city council member or community board
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:			Amends §19-185

INT. NO. 663:	By Council Members Bottcher, Ung, Hudson and Schulman
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to newsrack requirements and to repeal and replace subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Repeals and replaces with a new §19-128.1(a), amends §19-128.1(b)(d)

INT. NO. 745:	By Council Members Farías, Brooks-Powers, Restler and Hudson
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to conduct an annual study on bicycle activity
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds §19-187.1

INT. NO. 746:	By Council Members Feliz, Krishnan, Avilés, Nurse, Banks, Restler and Ung
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the improvement of paved medians through the planting of vegetation or use in stormwater management
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds §19-159.8

INT. NO. 773:	By Council Members Lee, Yeger, Gennaro, Brewer, Restler, Won, Hudson, Avilés, Schulman and Ung
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to notify property owners ordered to repair sidewalks of existing department plans to make repairs on same sidewalks
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:			Amends §19-152

INTRODUCTION 
	On June 25, 2024, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct an oversight hearing entitled: Intersections, Sidewalks and Pedestrian Safety. In addition, the Committee will hear the following legislation: Int. No. 79, sponsored by Council Member Lincoln Restler, in relation to installation of pedestrian lighting fixtures; Int. No. 95, sponsored by Council Member Lynn Schulman, in relation to a study on the feasibility of installing raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers at intersections and roadways adjacent to schools and to repeal section 19-189 of such code, relating to the installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to schools; Int. No. 103, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to notification of the removal of parking spaces; Int. No. 104, sponsored by Council Member Ariola, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and certain bicycle lane projects and to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects; Int. No. 144, sponsored by Majority Whip Brooks-Powers, in relation to the installation of bollards at reconstructed sidewalks, curb extensions and pedestrian ramp; Int. No. 301, sponsored by Council Member Julie Menin, in relation to the installation of solar-powered crosswalks; Int. No. 346, sponsored by Council Member Mercedes Narcisse, in relation to pedestrian crossing guidelines and right of way; Int. No. 468, sponsored by Council Member Nantasha Williams, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website; Int. No. 504, sponsored by Council Member Shaun Abreu, in relation to establishing priority for sidewalk repairs at developments operated by the New York city housing authority; Int. No. 542, sponsored by Council Member Justin Brannan, in relation to requiring that traffic study determinations be issued no later than 60 days from the date a traffic control device is requested by a city council member or community board; Int. No. 663, sponsored by Council Member Erik Bottcher, in relation to newsrack requirements and to repeal and replace subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York; Int. No. 745, sponsored by Council Member Amanda Farías, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to conduct an annual study on bicycle activity; Int. No. 746, sponsored by Council Member Oswald Feliz, in relation to the improvement of paved medians through the planting of vegetation or use in stormwater management; and Int. No. 773, sponsored by Council Member Linda Lee, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to notify property owners ordered to repair sidewalks of existing department plans to make repairs on same sidewalks. Those invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (NYC or City) Department of Transportation (DOT), representatives from transit advocates, street safety advocates, and others. 









BACKGROUND
Department of Transportation
DOT’s goal is to provide for safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible movement of people and goods in NYC.[footnoteRef:2] DOT works to improve traffic mobility throughout NYC; maintain the City’s infrastructure; encourage the use of mass transit and other modes of transportation other than private vehicles; and provide traffic safety educational programs.[footnoteRef:3] With an annual operating budget of $1.4 billion and a ten-year $33 billion capital program, DOT manages 6,300 miles of streets and highways, over 12,000 miles of sidewalk, and approximately 800 bridges and tunnels.[footnoteRef:4] DOT’s staff also installs and maintains nearly one million street signs, 13,250 signalized intersections, over 315,000 street lights, over 350 million linear feet of markings, and 2,600 automated enforcement cameras.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  NYC Department of Transportation (DOT), About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ] 

Among its many roles, DOT is tasked with ensuring street safety through the implementation of street infrastructure improvements; managing specific programs/projects, including the Open Streets Program and bike lane projects; overseeing newsracks within the City; and regulating parking. DOT also works with communities to garner input and provide notices for specific changes to projects or programs. 
Street Safety and Vision Zero 
Since 2014, NYC has instituted Vision Zero, a citywide initiative that seeks to improve the safety of its streets throughout every neighborhood and in every borough.[footnoteRef:6] First launched under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, the initiative includes: expanded enforcement against dangerous moving violations, such as speeding and failing to yield to pedestrians; new street designs and configurations; broad public outreach and communication; and legislation to increase penalties for dangerous drivers.[footnoteRef:7] Vision Zero rests on the belief that deaths and serious injuries in traffic incidents are not inevitable “accidents,” but preventable crashes that can be reduced through engineering, enforcement, and education.[footnoteRef:8] Traffic fatalities in NYC have fallen significantly since 1990, from 701 in 1990 to 381 in 2000 to an all-time low of 202 in 2018, with traffic deaths in NYC having fallen by a third when comparing 2018 with the year before Vision Zero began.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  NYC, Vision Zero, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/content/visionzero/pages/]  [7:  Id.  ]  [8:  Id. ]  [9:  NYC DOT & NYPD, Vision Zero Accomplishments 2018, at 4, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/vz-accomplishments-core-outputs-2018.pdf ] 

	Although the data through 2018 is encouraging, the citywide initiative has received a number of criticisms mainly due to the rapid increase in deaths occurring on City streets over the last several years. Notably, for a nearly two month period during the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in 2020 there were zero pedestrian fatalities in NYC, largely attributed to the lack of congestion and lack of commuters in the City at that time.[footnoteRef:10] However, in January 2021, the New York Times indicated that the total number of traffic fatalities in 2020 made it the deadliest year on record since former Mayor de Blasio introduced Vision Zero, and the second straight year of increased road fatalities.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Jake Offenhartz, Vision Zero Sputter as NYC Traffic Deaths Reach Highest Level of De Blasio Era, Gothamist, October 23, 2020, available at https://gothamist.com/news/vision-zero-sputters-nyc-traffic-deaths-reach-highest-level-de-blasio-era]  [11:  Christina Goldbaum, Why Emptier Streets Meant an Especially Deadly Year for Traffic Deaths, New York Times January 1, 2021, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/01/nyregion/nyc-traffic-deaths.html] 

In 2021, these trends continued, with 275 people killed due to traffic violence in the City, representing about a 33% increase from 2018.[footnoteRef:12] There were a reported 93 hit-and-runs with critical injuries in 2021, twice as many as there had been in 2018.[footnoteRef:13] Furthermore, the share of pedestrian fatalities caused by drivers of SUVs during Mayor de Blasio’s second term, which concluded in 2021, was up 42% compared to his first term.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [13:  Transportation Alternatives, Last year was the deadliest under Vision Zero. Here’s how Mayor Adams can save lives in 2022, January 26, 2022, available at https://www.transalt.org/writing/last-year-was-the-deadliest-under-vision-zero-heres-how-mayor-adams-can-save-lives-in-2022]  [14:  Id. ] 

In 2022, the number of traffic fatalities in the City was 263.[footnoteRef:15] DOT Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez announced that in 2022 the City experienced an overall decline of about 6% in traffic fatalities from 2021, and the first decline in annual fatalities since 2019.[footnoteRef:16] 2022 was one of the years with the fewest annual pedestrian deaths recorded in New York City,[footnoteRef:17] however, 2022 also marked the deadliest year since 2014 for child fatalities, with 16 children killed in traffic collisions.[footnoteRef:18]  [15:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at: https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [16:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Vision Zero: NYC Traffic Fatalities Dropped in 2022 For First Time in Three Years, Pedestrian Deaths Near Record Lows, January 6, 2023, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/vision-zero-fatalities-dropped-2022.shtml]  [17:  Id.   ]  [18:  Ben Brachfield, 2022 was deadliest year for children on city streets in Vision Zero era: report, AMNY, January 23, 2023, available at https://www.amny.com/transit/record-children-killed-traffic-collisions-2022-nyc-streets/  ] 

Last year, in 2023, there were 265 traffic fatalities, an increase of two people when compared to the year prior.[footnoteRef:19] Additionally, 2023 saw a record number of cyclist fatalities in the Vision Zero era.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [20:  Transportation Alternatives,  New York City Experiences Deadliest First Quarter in Vision Zero History, New Data from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, April 25, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-quarter-in-vision-zero-history-new-data-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows#:~:text=This%20data%20comes%20after%202023,the%20onset%20of%20Vision%20Zero ] 

During the first three months of 2024, traffic crashes killed 60 people, which is the highest number of people killed in the first three months of any year since Vision Zero was implemented in 2014, making it on pace to be the deadliest year for traffic violence if the trend continues.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Id. ] 

Jaywalking
	Jaywalking colloquially refers to the act of crossing a roadway in violation of applicable traffic regulations, including but not limited to crossing a roadway at a point other than at a marked crosswalk without yielding right of way to vehicle traffic, or crossing a roadway against a traffic control device, e.g., when there is a red upraised hand. Various forms of jaywalking are prohibited by both the administrative code of the City of New York as well the Vehicle and Traffic Law of the State of New York.[footnoteRef:22]  Jaywalking has been a part of the American streetscape since the 1920s when automobile manufacturers and interest groups lobbied for legislation to shift the role of the roadway from a place for pedestrians where automobiles had to operate with care to a place for automobiles where pedestrians have to yield or risk injury or death.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  Ad. Code § 19-195; VTL § 1152]  [23:  Joseph Stromberg, The forgotten history of how automakers invented the crime of ”jaywalking,” Vox, November 4, 2015, available at https://www.vox.com/2015/1/15/7551873/jaywalking-history; Sarah Goodyear, The Invention of Jaywalking, Bloomberg, April 24, 2012, available at https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2012-04-24/the-invention-of-jaywalking] 

	In the present day, jaywalking is a rarely enforced violation with 467 summonses issued in 2023.[footnoteRef:24] Of those summonses, 92 percent were issued to Black or Latino persons (59 percent to Black persons, 33 percent to Latino persons).[footnoteRef:25] Despite such disproportionate issuance of violations, there is no evidence that over 90 percent of the jaywalking activity in the City is committed by persons from these communities, and advocates believe that jaywalking summonses are used as a pretext to target Black and Latino persons.[footnoteRef:26] Data for NYPD stops in general closely track (in larger scale) the demographic skew evident in jaywalking summonses: of the 6,110 “stop, question and frisks” conducted by NYPD officers in the first quarter of 2024, 92 percent of the people stopped were Black or Latino (59 percent to Black persons, 32 percent to Latino persons).[footnoteRef:27] Three police precincts, the 33rd Precinct in Washington Heights, the 79th Precinct in central Brooklyn, and the 28th Precinct in Upper Manhattan accounted for nearly a quarter of all jaywalking summonses in 2023, and all but one of those summonses were issued to Black or Latino persons.[footnoteRef:28]  [24:  Gersh Kuntzman, On the bias: NYPD’s ‘Walking While Black’ Ticketing Continues, StreetsBlogNYC, May 22, 2024, available at https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2024/05/22/on-the-bias-nypds-walking-while-black-ticketing-continues ]  [25:  Id.; Transportation Alternatives, Five Lessons for the 10-Year Anniversary of Vision Zero in New York City, February 12, 2004, available at https://projects.transalt.org/lessons-from-vision-zero-new-york-city ]  [26:  Vanessa Arredondo, NYPD disproportionately cited people of color for ’jaywalking’ in 2023, mirroring racist enforcement nationwide, Reckon, May 30, 2024, available at https://www.reckon.news/news/2024/05/nypd-disproportionately-cited-people-of-color-for-jaywalking-in-2023-mirroring-racist-enforcement-nationwide.html ]  [27:  Eric Adams’s NYPD Has Stopped 50 Percent More New Yorkers in 2024, Hell Gate, June 12, 2024, available at https://hellgatenyc.com/nypd-stops-keep-going-up-under-eric-adams-2024; NYCLU, NYPD Quarterly Reports, 2024 1st Quarter, available at https://www.nyclu.org/data/nypd-quarterly-reports ]  [28:  Gersh Kuntzman, On the bias: NYPD’s ‘Walking While Black’ Ticketing Continues, StreetsBlogNYC, May 22, 2024, available at https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2024/05/22/on-the-bias-nypds-walking-while-black-ticketing-continues] 

	There is little evidence to support the claim that decriminalizing jaywalking will result in a more dangerous experience for pedestrians. Neither the Mayor’s administration in general nor NYPD in particular appears to view jaywalking enforcement as a safety measure given that only 47 of the City’s 77 NYPD precincts issued jaywalking summonses in 2023.[footnoteRef:29] Additionally, jaywalking enforcement has not been consistently targeting areas where pedestrians are most often injured: when compiling data from 2017 to the present, only a single precinct in the top 10 for pedestrian KSI has issued a commensurate amount of jaywalking summonses.[footnoteRef:30]  [29:  Id. ]  [30:  NYC OpenData, NYPD Criminal Court Summons (Historic), last updated April 23, 2024, available at https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Public-Safety/NYPD-Criminal-Court-Summons-Historic-/sv2w-rv3k/about_data; NYC Open Data, Motor Vehicle Collisions – Crashes, last updated June 19, 2024, available at https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Public-Safety/Motor-Vehicle-Collisions-Crashes/h9gi-nx95/about_data] 

Research conducted by the federal government in the 1990s found that pedestrians were no more likely to be involved in accidents while jaywalking than they were at the crosswalk.[footnoteRef:31] The experience in other States varies. Virginia was the first state to decriminalize jaywalking in 2021, Nevada followed shortly afterwards while California decriminalized it in 2023.[footnoteRef:32] Virginia and Nevada have experienced upticks and downticks of pedestrian related deaths in the years that followed, while California (for which there is only one year of data) experienced fewer pedestrian fatalities since the decriminalization of jaywalking.[footnoteRef:33] Denver, the most recent major American city to decriminalize jaywalking, has shown a decrease in pedestrian fatalities in its first half-year since it decriminalized jaywalking.[footnoteRef:34] [31:  Wyatt Parker Hough, Street Rivalry Reignited? Repealing the Jaywalking Paradigm, 91 UMKC L. Rev. 455, 463 (2022)]  [32:  Angie Schmitt, The Movement to Decriminalize Walking Notching More Wins, America Walks, February 14, 2023, available at https://americawalks.org/decriminalizing-walking-notching-more-wins; KCAL News Staff, Jaywalking to be decriminalized started Jan. 1, CBSNews, December 27, 2022, available at https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/jaywalking-to-be-decriminalized-starting-jan-1/; Jenni Bergal, Racial Justice, Pedestrian Safety Fuel Jaywalking Debate, Stateline, July 14, 2022, available at https://stateline.org/2022/07/14/racial-justice-pedestrian-safety-fuel-jaywalking-debate/ ]  [33:  Governor’s Highway Safety Association, Pedestrian Fatalities by State, available at  https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Pedestrian%20Traffic%20Fatalities%20by%20State%2C%20January-June%202023%20Preliminary%20Data.pdf ]  [34:  City of Denver, Denver Citywide Programs and Initiatives, Updated 6/12/24, available at https://denvergov.org/Government/Citywide-Programs-and-Initiatives/Vision-Zero; Denver has recorded 26 pedestrian fatalities in the first 5.5 months of 2024, versus 83 deaths in 2023 when jaywalking was illegal. In Denver (and as proposed by this bill), vehicles still have the right-of-way anywhere outside of a crosswalk under both state and city law.] 


Street Infrastructure  
	DOT is responsible for thousands of miles of streets and roadways, and conducts regular inspections to assess pavement conditions.[footnoteRef:35] Furthermore, DOT is responsible for the implementation of street improvement projects, which add to the safety and accessibility of streets, including: [35:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml ] 

· Street Construction, which includes pothole repair, milling and repaving, and full reconstruction of streets;[footnoteRef:36]  [36:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/infrastructure.shtml ] 

· Capital Street Projects, which often include full reconstruction of the sewer pipes, the roadbed and sidewalks; [footnoteRef:37] [37:  Id. ] 

· Resiliency projects, which includes addressing threats from storm surge and extreme heat;[footnoteRef:38]  [38:  Id.] 

· Sidewalk repair and maintenance, which is used to ensure sidewalks are safe for pedestrians and helps prevent injuries caused by defective sidewalks;[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Id.] 

· Traffic Signals and Street Signs, which are used to ensure less congestion and more safety for all road users;[footnoteRef:40] and  [40:  Id.] 

· Street Lights, which provide lighting for road users, with DOT being a leader in using sustainable street lighting, having retrofitted almost all of NYC’s street lights with energy-efficient LEDs.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Id. ] 

In order to increase safety on City streets, DOT implements various measures to reduce opportunities for illegal speeding and aggressive driving.[footnoteRef:42] DOT largely does this through employing:  [42:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/pedestrians.shtml ] 

· Enhanced Crossings, which are marked high-visibility crosswalks on calm streets with low vehicle volumes and frequent pedestrian crossings, which improve mobility and accessibility for pedestrians;[footnoteRef:43]  [43:  Id.] 

· Neighborhood Slow Zones, which is a community-based program that reduces the speed limit from 25 mph to 20 mph and adds safety measures within a select area to change driver behavior;[footnoteRef:44]  [44:  Id.] 

· Pedestrian Ramps, which provide access on and off streets and sidewalks for pedestrians;[footnoteRef:45]  [45:  Id. ] 

· Medians, which generally are installed as raised or a barrier made of concrete or with vegetation, and look to either: separate different lines, traffic directions or roadways within a street or extend through an intersection to prevent turns and through-movements to and from the intersecting street, depending on type;[footnoteRef:46]  [46:  NYC DOT, NYC Street Design, Sidewalks and Raised Medians, available at https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/geometry/sidewalks-raised-medians ] 

· The Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, which is a borough-based plan to establish Priority Corridors, Intersections, and Areas, and outlines a comprehensive pedestrian safety plan for each borough guided by Vision Zero;[footnoteRef:47]  [47:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/pedestrians.shtml] 

· Safe Routes to Transit, which is a part of PlanNYC, in which DOT is working to improve pedestrian access and calm motor vehicle movement around subway entrances and bus stops;[footnoteRef:48]  [48:  Id. ] 

· Safe Streets for Seniors, which is an initiative for older New Yorkers where DOT engineers evaluate pedestrian conditions and make safety improvements in targeted neighborhoods from a senior’s perspective;[footnoteRef:49]  [49:  Id. ] 

· School Safety, which is an initiative where DOT’s School Safety Unit implements Vision Zero by developing street safety improvement projects near city schools;[footnoteRef:50] and  [50:  Id. ] 

· The Turn Calming Program, which is a citywide effort to reduce left and right turn speeds and enforce safe turning behavior.[footnoteRef:51] [51:  Id. ] 

The City Council also works to meet these goals and improve street safety. In 2022 and 2023, the Council passed legislation which required DOT: to designate certain senior pedestrians zones in the City;[footnoteRef:52] to accelerate the schedule in which it conducts the study of traffic crashes involving a pedestrian fatality or serious injury, and implement more sharing of studies and plans;[footnoteRef:53] and to implement new daylighting measures throughout the City.[footnoteRef:54] [52:  Local Law 63 of 2023 ]  [53:  Local Law 65 of 2022]  [54:  Local Law 66 of 2023] 

Newsracks
As defined in the Administrative Code, a newsrack is a “self-service or coin-operated box, container or other dispenser installed, used or maintained for the display, sale or distribution of newspapers or other written matter to the general public.”[footnoteRef:55] Since newsracks occupy public spaces, they are required to be registered with the DOT.[footnoteRef:56] Additionally, since they have the potential to cause safety hazards, accumulate trash and attract graffiti, it is required that owners maintain a commercial general liability insurance policy from an insurer.[footnoteRef:57] Newsracks in the City are subject to size and appearance regulations, as well as restrictions on where they may be placed.[footnoteRef:58] Newsrack regulations in other U.S. municipalities have occasionally faced First Amendment-related challenges, however, courts have generally upheld content-neutral regulations that serve a significant government interest.[footnoteRef:59] Today, many cities impose placement and design limitations similar to NYC’s. [55:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 19-128.1(a)(1)]  [56:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Newsracks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/newsracksintro.shtml]  [57:  Id. ]  [58:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 19-128.1(a)(1)]  [59:  Philadelphia Newspapers, Inc. v. Borough Council, 381 F. Supp. 228, 244 (E.D. Pa. 1974); Honolulu Weekly, Inc. v. Harris, 298 F.3d 1037, 1045 (9th Cir. 2002); Gold Coast Publ'ns v. Corrigan, 42 F.3d 1336, 1346 (11th Cir Fla. 1994); Chicago Observer v. Chicago, 929 F.2d 325, 328 (7th Cir. Ill. 1991); and Gannett Satellite Info. Network, Inc. v. Twp. of Pennsauken, 709 F. Supp. 530, 538 (D. N.J. 1989)] 

Annually, newsrack owners must: re-register by November 1 that a newsrack is installed; submit insurance certifications by December 31 or by the expiration date of the insurance policy; and certify to DOT three times a year that each newsrack under ownership has been repainted, or best efforts have been made to remove graffiti and other unauthorized markings.[footnoteRef:60] Maintenance Logs are required to be kept by owners detailing maintenance activities pertaining to newsracks.[footnoteRef:61] In addition to these annual requirements, DOT regulates the size and placement of newsracks, requiring that newsracks be specific dimensions, be weighted down to not be tipped over, not be placed within 15 feet of any fire hydrant, and/or not be placed in any driveway, among other restrictions.[footnoteRef:62] To enforce these standards, DOT may issue a summons returnable to the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings, with civil penalties, if found in violation, of up to $250 to $4,000 for each violation based on the nature of violation and number of newsracks owned.[footnoteRef:63] If necessary, the City can remove a newsrack from its location if the newsrack is abandoned, an emergency situation arises that puts the public at risk, construction occurs, uncorrected violations occur, and/or repeat violations at the same newsrack occurs.[footnoteRef:64] [60:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Newsracks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/newsracksintro.shtml]  [61:  Id. ]  [62:  Id. ]  [63:  Id. ]  [64:  Id. ] 

Open Streets
	During the COVID-19 pandemic, NYC implemented the Open Streets program. Similar programs were implemented in other cities as innovative ways to address stay-at-home orders and social distancing measures. Some municipalities began to close their streets to vehicular traffic in order to create additional walking or cycling space for their residents. Initially, NYC started Open Streets as a pilot in 2020, to temporarily close certain streets in order to become pedestrian-only corridors.[footnoteRef:65] The pilot has since evolved into a permanent and year-round program.[footnoteRef:66] The Open Streets Program allows communities to utilize new public space, support small businesses and enjoy cultural and community programming, while prioritizing safety and access for pedestrians and cyclists.[footnoteRef:67] The program is currently administered by DOT, who works with community-based organizations, public, private, and charter schools, and groups of businesses to execute Open Streets citywide.[footnoteRef:68]  [65:  Julia Marsh and Vincent Barone, NYC outlines street closures to promote ‘social distancing’ during coronavirus shutdown, New York Post, available at https://nypost.com/2020/03/26/nyc-outlines-street-closures-to-promote-social-distancing-during-coronavirus-shutdown/]  [66:  NYC Council, DOT FY22 Preliminary Budget Hearing, March 9, 2021]  [67:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians-Open Streets, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstreets.shtml ]  [68:  Id.  ] 

While the Open Streets pilot successfully connected New Yorkers to additional public spaces, there were criticisms surrounding a lack of funding in under-resourced neighborhoods.[footnoteRef:69] To help minimize inequity, the City Council passed Local Law 55 of 2021, which codified the Open Streets Program and required that DOT manage or provide resources to at least 20 Open Streets sites in areas that would be otherwise underserved by the Open Streets Program.[footnoteRef:70]  [69:  Open Streets Coalition, Open Streets Letter to City Hall, April 1, 2021, available for download at https://www.scribd.com/document/501207754/Open-Streets-Letter-to-City-Hall ]  [70:  Local Law 55 of 2021] 

In October of 2022, DOT conducted an analysis of the Open Streets Program in order to understand its effectiveness.[footnoteRef:71] The study concluded the following: [71:  NYC DOT, Streets for Recovery: The Economic Benefits of the NYC Open Streets Program, October 2022, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/streets-for-recovery.pdf] 

1. “Open Streets corridors significantly outperformed nearby control corridors on three key metrics (sales growth, growth in the number of restaurants and bars, and keeping businesses open);
2. Sales growth at restaurants and bars on Open Streets corridors significantly outpaced sales growth in the boroughs that the corridors are in; 
3. On Open Streets corridors, a higher percentage of restaurants and bars were able to stay in business during the pandemic than across the rest of the same borough; and 
4. All Open Streets corridors saw faster growth in the number of new restaurants and bars that opened during the pandemic when compared to the rest of the same borough.”[footnoteRef:72] [72:  Id. ] 

Due to the popularity and results of the program, Open Streets has become a permanent part of the City’s landscape.[footnoteRef:73] In 2023, there were greater than 200 Open Streets locations, representing a 40 percent increase when compared to previous year.[footnoteRef:74] In total, there are greater than 25 miles of Open Streets, spanning 400 City blocks.[footnoteRef:75]  [73:  NYC, Press Release, Streets Week!: Mayor de Blasio Makes Open Streets Permanent Part of New York City's Urban Landscape, May 13, 2021, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/361-21/streets-week-mayor-de-blasio-makes-open-streets-permanent-of-new-york-city-s-urban-landscape ]  [74:  NYC DOT, NYC Open Streets: Reimagining Our Streets 2023 Recap Report, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/2023-open-streets-recap-report.pdf    ]  [75:  Id. ] 

The Open Streets program has also been expanded to include: Open Restaurants, which allows restaurants to use the sidewalk adjacent and curbside roadway space in front of their businesses for outdoor dining, and has since been made permanent through Local Law 121 of 2023 and renamed as Dining Out NYC;[footnoteRef:76] Open Storefronts, which allows eligible businesses to conduct activity on sidewalks to sell pre-packaged food on sidewalks and restaurants to use sidewalks for take-out or delivery operations;[footnoteRef:77] and the Open Culture[footnoteRef:78] program, which has since been made permanent through Local Law 80 of 2023, and allows ticketed, socially distanced outdoor performances, rehearsals, and classes at nearly 200 street locations throughout the five boroughs.[footnoteRef:79]  [76:  Local Law 121 of 2023  ]  [77:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians-Open Storefronts, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstorefronts.shtml ]  [78:  See Local Law 80 of 2023]  [79:  NYC Media and Entertainment, Industries, NYC Open Culture Program Resources, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/mome/industries/open-culture.page#:~:text=Open%20Culture%20is%20a%20new%20City%20government%20program,Office%20for%20the%20low%20fee%20of%20%2420.%20 ] 

Parking in NYC 
	DOT oversees NYC’s parking regulations, determining where vehicles can stop, stand and park in the City.[footnoteRef:80] Under the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, all of NYC is designated as a Tow Away Zone, meaning that any vehicle parked or operated illegally, or with missing or expired registration or inspections stickers, may be towed.[footnoteRef:81] On major legal holidays stopping, standing and parking are permitted except in areas where rules apply seven days a week.[footnoteRef:82] In addition, it is illegal, citywide, to double park a passenger vehicle.[footnoteRef:83] [80:  NYC DOT, Motorists and Parking-Parking Regulations, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/parking-regulations.shtml ]  [81:  Id. ]  [82:  Id. ]  [83:  Id. ] 

	In addition, NYC’s parking regulations cover a number of parking practices, including: 
· Alternate Side Parking, which is applied to certain streets in an effort to allow for street cleaning;[footnoteRef:84]  [84:  Id. ] 

· Fire Hydrant Parking, which makes it illegal to park within 15 feet of either side of a fire hydrant, including on floating parking lanes (next to protected bike lanes);[footnoteRef:85]  [85:  Id.] 

· Stopping, Standing and Parking Signage;[footnoteRef:86]  [86:  Id.] 

· T Intersection Parking, which allow parking at some “T” intersections;[footnoteRef:87]  [87:  Id.] 

· Curb Cut Installation, which are areas of the sidewalk that have been lowered, or cut down, to facilitate better access to the street;[footnoteRef:88] and  [88:  Id.] 

· School Zone Parking, which allows parking in school zones depending on if school is in recess or not.[footnoteRef:89]  [89:  Id.] 

Cycling in the City 
Cycling in NYC has rapidly expanded and improved since 1980 when the City first began collecting cycling ridership data.[footnoteRef:90] This growth is, in part, due to a greater investment in cycling infrastructure by the City, enabling bike riding to become a viable form of transportation for both commuting and recreation.[footnoteRef:91] Between 2012 and 2022 the number of daily cyclists in the City increased by 94 percent.[footnoteRef:92] In 2022, there were approximately 610,000 cycling trips made on an average day in NYC.[footnoteRef:93] In 2023, more than 902,000 adult New Yorkers regularly rode a bicycle.[footnoteRef:94]  [90:  NYC DOT, Cycling in the City, Cycling Trends in NYC, September 2021, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/cycling-in-the-city-2021.pdf]  [91:  Id. ]  [92:  Id. ]  [93:  Id. ]  [94:  NYC, DOT Fiscal 2023 Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2023/dot.pdf ] 

Along with greater investment in and commitment to cycling infrastructure, including the installation of over 1,500 miles of bike lanes and more than 650 miles of protected bike lanes (as of 2023)[footnoteRef:95], the introduction of bike sharing in the City has likely contributed to the expansion of cycling ridership. Introduced as Citi Bike in 2013, bike sharing in NYC has grown in popularity to have 127,036 annual members, as of May 2024.[footnoteRef:96] According to DOT’s latest Cycling in the City report, “[Citi Bike] makes it more convenient for New Yorkers—even those who don’t own a bicycle—to make short, point-to-point trips by bicycle and has become an integral part of New York’s transportation network.”[footnoteRef:97] As of the end of May 2024, there were 2,103 active Citi Bike stations and 33,703 bikes in the fleet.[footnoteRef:98] [95:  NYC DOT, NYC Streets Plan Update 2024, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/nyc-streets-plan-update-2024.pdf ]  [96:  Citi Bike, City Bike May 2024 Monthly Report, available at https://mot-marketing-whitelabel-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/nyc/May-2024-Citi-Bike-Monthly-Report.pdf ]  [97:  NYC DOT, Cycling in the City, Cycling Trends in NYC, September 2021, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/cycling-in-the-city-2021.pdf]  [98:  Citi Bike, City Bike May 2024 Monthly Report, available at https://mot-marketing-whitelabel-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/nyc/May-2024-Citi-Bike-Monthly-Report.pdf] 


CONCLUSION
	DOT manages and maintains a vast portfolio of streets, sidewalks, intersections, and public spaces within the City of New York. In order to ensure the safety of New Yorkers, the Department implements a number of measures to increase pedestrian and vehicle safety, including enhanced crossings, neighborhood slow zones, pedestrian ramps, and smart street design. Overall, the Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure expects to learn about the work that DOT is undertaking to safeguard pedestrians. Moreover, the Committee will look at a number of bills in an attempt to further enhance the City’s intersections, sidewalks and pedestrian safety and to garner input from the Administration and advocates. 




LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Below are brief summaries of the legislation being heard today by this Committee. These summaries are intended for informational purposes only and do not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, review the full text of the bills, which are included below.

Int. No. 79, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to installation of pedestrian lighting fixtures
Int. 79 would require the commissioner of transportation to install lighting fixtures specifically designed to illuminate sidewalks for pedestrians in no fewer than 500 commercial corridors per year, until the entire sidewalk in each commercial corridor is illuminated to a minimum of 1 footcandle (11 lux). If possible, at least 450 of the selected commercial corridors must be contiguous to at least one other commercial corridor that either has been selected for installation of pedestrian lighting fixtures in the same year or already has sufficient lighting. 
	This local law would take effect immediately. 

Int. No. 95, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a study on the feasibility of installing raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers at intersections and roadways adjacent to schools and to repeal section 19-189 of such code, relating to the installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to schools
Int. 95 would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to conduct a study on the feasibility of installing raised crosswalks, intersections, and speed reducers at intersections and roadways adjacent to City schools. This bill would also require DOT to issue a report on the findings of the feasibility study to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council. This bill would repeal and replace Administrative Code § 19-189 in order to provide information to the Speaker of the Council and the Mayor regarding the installation of raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers. Finally, this bill would grant the Commissioner of Transportation the authority to install, or decline to install, raised crosswalks, raised intersections, or speed reducers where practicable following the feasibility study.
	This local law would take effect immediately. 

Int. 103, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of the removal of parking spaces
This bill would require DOT to notify affected community boards and council members 15 days before removing a parking space. 
This local law would take effect 120 days after becoming law.

Int. 104, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and certain bicycle lane projects and to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects.
This bill would require DOT to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications and prior to implementing bicycle lane projects and major transportation projects. This bill would also require DOT to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and prior to the construction or removal of any bicycle lane that would result in the removal of a vehicular travel lane or a parking lane. DOT would also be required to provide certification of such consultation.
This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.

Int. 144, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of bollards at reconstructed sidewalks, curb extensions and pedestrian ramps
This bill would require DOT to install bollards, where necessary, throughout the City of New York, at sidewalks, curb extensions, and pedestrian ramps that are being reconstructed to make them accessible for pedestrians with a disability. This bill would also require DOT to conduct a study on the effectiveness of bollards in high pedestrian traffic areas throughout the City and develop guidelines, no later than six months after the effective date of this local law, to determine whether bollards should be installed during the repair or reconstruction of sidewalks, curb extensions and pedestrian ramps, especially in high traffic areas.
This local law would take effect immediately.


Int. 301, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of solar-powered crosswalks
This bill would require DOT to install at least 100 illuminated, solar-powered traffic control devices at crosswalks annually over the next 5 years. This bill would further require DOT to study the efficacy of these devices in comparison with crosswalks without these devices. 
This local law would take effect immediately.

Int. 346, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to pedestrian crossing guidelines and right of way
This bill would permit pedestrians to legally cross a roadway at any point, including outside of a marked or unmarked crosswalk, and allow for crossing against traffic signals. It would legalize the activity commonly referred to as “jaywalking” and specify that no penalties can be imposed for jaywalking.
This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.

Int. 468, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of New York, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website 
This bill would require DOT to post certain information regarding the status of traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website, thus making the information accessible to the public. The required website would include, but need not be limited to, the following information: case number, general topic, issue, status, resolution, reason for approval or denial of traffic control device, and if approved, the timeline for completion of the traffic control device request. 
This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.

Int. 504, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing priority for sidewalk repairs at developments operated by the New York city housing authority 
This bill would require DOT to give priority to senior-only housing developments operated by the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), followed by non-senior only NYCHA developments, when determining the order of repairs to be made at sidewalks in front of or abutting properties, when DOT is required by law or has otherwise undertaken to make these repairs. This bill would also require DOT to report to the City Council and post on the DOT website a report detailing which sidewalks have been repaired and a proposed timeline of sidewalk repairs for NYCHA developments.
This local law takes effect immediately.

Int. 542, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that traffic study determinations be issued no later than 60 days from the date a traffic control device is requested by a city council member or community board 
This bill would require DOT to issue a traffic study determination within 60 days of a request by a city council member or a community board for a traffic control device. Under the current law, council members and community boards whose requests for a traffic control device are denied are entitled to certain supporting documents underlying the determination but not to any particular timeline for completion of the study and determination. This amendment will speed up the current process overall by requiring this category of determinations to be issued within 60 days. 
This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.

Int. 663, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to newsrack requirements and to repeal and replace subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York 
This bill would eliminate the current legislative restriction on the maximum height and depth of newsracks and instead empower DOT to set rules regulating the material type, size, shape, appearance, and placement of newsracks. Such rules may permit larger "modular newsracks" that contain multiple publications. The bill would also further restrict the placement of newsracks, prohibiting them from being installed near street furniture, bike share stations, bike racks, or a Department of Environmental Protection water sampling station.
This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 

Int. 745, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to conduct an annual study on bicycle activity 
This bill would require DOT to conduct and submit to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council and post on its website an annual study on cycling activity in the City for the previous year. The study would require the department to identify information such as the most frequently biked streets and bridges, and to make recommendations for improving bike safety in these areas and other locations in the City.
This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law.

Int. 746, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the improvement of paved medians through the planting of vegetation or use in stormwater management 
This bill would require the Commissioner of Transportation, Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and Commissioner of Environmental Protection to modify at least 3 miles of vacant paved medians per borough per year to accommodate the planting of vegetation or the use of the median in stormwater management, unless the commissioners determine that modifying a vacant paved median would not be feasible.
This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
Int. 773, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to notify property owners ordered to repair sidewalks of existing department plans to make repairs on same sidewalks 
This bill would require that DOT, prior to issuing a notice of violation requiring a property owner to repair a defect on a sidewalk abutting the owner’s property, to first determine if DOT or the Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) already have plans to repair or upgrade the same section of sidewalk. To avoid redundant work, DOT’s notice of violation should also notify the property owner of the planned DOT or Parks sidewalk repair or upgrade. Where such planned sidewalk repair or upgrade would begin within 90 days, no notice would be required to be given to the property owner.
This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 79

By Council Members Restler, Brooks-Powers, Krishnan, Bottcher, Yeger, Schulman, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Nurse, Hanif, Louis, Marte, Sanchez, Cabán, Riley, Won, Williams, Rivera, Mealy, Marmorato and Ariola (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to installation of pedestrian lighting fixtures
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
	
	
	




1




Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-188.3 to read as follows:
§ 19-188.3 Pedestrian Lighting. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Commercial corridor. The term “commercial corridor” means a block located within a commercial district or overlay, as established by the zoning resolution. 
Pedestrian lighting fixture. The term “pedestrian lighting fixture” means a lighting fixture specifically designed to illuminate sidewalks for pedestrians.
Sufficient lighting. The term “sufficient lighting” means that the level of illumination is at least 1 footcandle (11 lux), measured at the level of the walking surface, along the entire length of sidewalk within the commercial corridor.
b. Each year, the commissioner shall install pedestrian lighting fixtures in no fewer than 500 commercial corridors until each commercial corridor has sufficient lighting. To the extent possible, no fewer than 450 of such commercial corridors shall be contiguous to at least 1 other commercial corridor that either (i) has been selected for installation of pedestrian lighting fixtures in the same year or (ii) already has sufficient lighting. 
c. The commissioner may cease installing pedestrian lighting fixtures once every commercial corridor has sufficient lighting.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
3
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Int. No. 95

By Council Members Schulman, Menin, Hudson, Brooks-Powers, Riley, Lee, Louis, Restler and Gutiérrez

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a study on the feasibility of installing raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers at intersections and roadways adjacent to schools and to repeal section 19-189 of such code, relating to the installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to schools
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 19-189 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED and a new section 19-189 is added to read as follows: 
§ 19-189 Installation of raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
Raised crosswalk. The term “raised crosswalk” means a marked pedestrian crosswalk at an intersection or a mid-block location constructed at a higher elevation than the adjacent roadway.
Raised intersection. The term “raised intersection” means an entire intersection raised above the level of the surrounding roadways. 
Raised speed reducer. The term “raised speed reducer” means a raised area of roadway erected for the purpose of reducing vehicle speeds including speed humps and speed cushions typically raised 3 to 4 inches above the level of the roadway. 
School. The term “school” means any buildings, grounds, facilities, property, or portion thereof in which educational instruction is provided to students at or below the twelfth grade level.
b. No later than 6 months after the effective date of this section, the department, in collaboration with any other relevant agency, shall study the feasibility of installing raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers at each intersection and roadway adjacent to a school.  
c. No later than 18 months after the effective date of this section, the department shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on the findings of the study conducted pursuant to this section. The department shall post this report conspicuously on its website. Such report shall include at least the following information:
1. The feasibility of installing raised crosswalks, raised intersections, and speed reducers at intersections and roadways adjacent to schools citywide, including intersections and roadways adjacent to schools that have other existing traffic controlling devices;
2. The total number of intersections adjacent to schools reviewed for the study, disaggregated by borough;
3. The total number of motor vehicle crashes that occurred at intersections and roadways adjacent to schools during the time period reported; 
4. The location of each school, roadway, and intersection sampled for the study under this subdivision; and 
5. Any other information deemed relevant by the department of transportation.
d. After conducting the feasibility study pursuant to subdivision b of this section the commissioner may install raised crosswalks, raised intersections, or speed reducers wherever practicable according to the results of the feasibility study and shall inform the speaker and the mayor in writing of such determination and the reasons therefor.
e. The commissioner may decline to install raised crosswalks, raised intersections, or speed reducers if such installation would, in the commissioner’s judgment, endanger the safety of motorists or pedestrians or not be consistent with the department’s guidelines regarding the installation of raised crosswalks, raised intersections, or speed reducers.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 103

By Council Members Ariola, Yeger, Holden, Riley, Menin, Hanks, Farías, Brooks-Powers, Paladino, Marmorato and Borelli

..TITLE
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of the removal of parking spaces
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Section 19-175.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 78 for the year 2009, is amended to read as follows:
§ 19-175.2. Notification of changes in parking restrictions or removal of parking spaces. a. Following any permanent change in parking restrictions posted by the department, the department shall post notice, in the affected areas, indicating the effective date of such change. An owner of a motor vehicle parked in the affected areas who receives a notice of a parking violation that occurred within five days of posting of the notice of the parking restriction change shall have an affirmative defense that the vehicle of the owner was parked in compliance with the applicable parking restriction that was in effect prior to such change. Within one business day of making a permanent change in parking restrictions, such change will be reflected on the website containing parking restrictions as required by section 19-175.1 of the code.
b. At least 15 days before removing a parking space, the department shall notify the community board and council member representing the geographic area in which the relevant parking space is located via email. Such notice shall, at a minimum, state the effective date of removal, the location of the parking space to be removed, whether the removal is temporary or permanent, and, if temporary, the length of time of the removal.
[b.] c. Before the department makes temporary parking restriction changes to conduct road repairs, it shall post notice of the effective date of such restrictions as soon as practicable. Such notice shall state that no notice of violations shall be issued for violations of such temporary parking restrictions and that if an owner's motor vehicle is missing from the affected streets, the motor vehicle may have been towed and the motor vehicle owner should contact the local police precinct for information about the location of such motor vehicle.
[c.] d. Following the issuance by the office of the mayor of a permit that authorizes filming and/or related activity and that provides special parking privileges or the temporary suspension of parking restrictions, the party to whom the permit is issued shall post notice of such parking restriction changes immediately in the affected areas. Such notice shall, at a minimum, state the temporary change in the parking restrictions, the date on which such change will take effect, that no notice of violations shall be issued for violations of the temporary parking restrictions and that if an owner's motor vehicle is missing from the affected streets, the motor vehicle may have been towed and the motor vehicle owner should contact the local police precinct for information about the location of such motor vehicle.
[d.] e. Following the issuance by the office of the mayor of a permit that authorizes a sponsor to conduct a street fair or parade and that provides special parking privileges or the temporary suspension of parking restrictions, the sponsor shall post notice of such parking restriction changes on a form provided by the office of the mayor, in the affected areas, at least seven days prior to the date on which such change will take effect. Such notice shall, at a minimum, state the temporary change in the parking restrictions and the date the change will take effect.
[e.] f. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department or any applicable city agency to provide notice of temporary parking restriction changes or notice of the temporary removal of parking spaces when either action is required to preserve public safety.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after becoming law
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Int. No. 104

By Council Members Ariola, Yeger, Holden, Schulman, Riley, Menin, Hanks, Gennaro, Brooks-Powers, Paladino, Marmorato and Borelli

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and certain bicycle lane projects and to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Subdivision j of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of New York, as added by local law number 55 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
j. Prior to the designation of an open street, the department shall consult with the fire department and provide notice to affected council members, community boards [and], community organizations, and firehouses whose response area includes the proposed open street. The department shall include in such notice a certification of its consultation with the fire department.
§ 2. Subdivision a of section 19-187 of the administrative code of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph 3 to read as follows:
3. "Affected firehouse(s)” means the firehouse(s) in whose response area a proposed bicycle lane is to be constructed or removed, in whole or in part.
§ 3. Paragraph 1 of subdivision b of section 19-187 of the administrative code of New York, as added by local law 61 for the year 2011, is amended to read as follows:
1. Except as provided below, at least ninety days before the construction or the removal of a bicycle lane is to begin, the department shall notify each affected council member, firehouse, and community board via electronic mail of the proposed plans for the bicycle lane within the affected community district and shall offer to make a presentation at a public hearing held by such affected community board.
§ 4. Section 19-187 of the administrative code of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision e to read as follows:
e. The department shall consult with the fire department prior to construction or removal of any bicycle lane that would result in either the removal of a vehicular lane or full time removal of a parking lane. The department shall include a certification of such consultation in the notice required by paragraph 1 of subdivision b of this section. This subdivision does not apply to any construction or removal of a bicycle lane defined as a major transportation project under paragraph 2 of subdivision a of section 19-101.2.
§ 5. Section 19-101.2 of the administrative code of New York, as amended by chapter 790 of the laws of 2022 and chapter 98 of the laws of 2023, is amended to read as follows:
a. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows:
1. “Affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly and community board(s)” shall mean the council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly and community board(s) in whose districts a proposed major transportation project is to be located, in whole or in part.
2. “Major transportation project” shall mean any project that, after construction will alter four or more consecutive blocks, or 1,000 consecutive feet of street, whichever is less, involving a major realignment of the roadway, including either removal of a vehicular lane(s) or full time removal of a parking lane(s) or addition of vehicular travel lane(s).
3. “Affected firehouse(s)” means the firehouse(s) in whose response area a proposed major transportation project is to be located, in whole or in part.
b. If an agency of the city other than the department implements a major transportation project, such agency, in lieu of the department, shall provide the notice required by this section.
c. Prior to the implementation of a major transportation project, the department shall forward notice of such project, including a description of such project, to affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and community board(s) by electronic mail.
d. Within ten business days after receipt of such notice: (i) the affected council member(s), senator(s) [and], member(s) of assembly, and firehouse(s) may submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to the department; and (ii) the affected community board(s) may either submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to the department and/or request a presentation of the major transportation project plan by the department, which shall be made to the community board within thirty days of such community board's request.
e. Each presentation shall include, at a minimum, the project limits, a description, and a justification of such plan, and a map showing the streets affected by such plan and, within three days of such presentation, shall be forwarded to the affected council member(s), senator(s) [and], member(s) of assembly, and firehouse(s).
f. The department shall consider recommendations and/or comments, if any, made under the provisions of subdivision d of this section and/or within seven days of the presentation to the community board, from the affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and affected community board(s), and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into the plan.
g. The department may implement its plan fourteen or more days after it sends an amended plan or notice that it will proceed with its original plan to the affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and community board(s).
h. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the department from providing notice of its major transportation projects on its website and to affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and community board(s), and other interested parties by other means in addition to those specified in this section.
i. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department to provide notification of major transportation projects requiring immediate implementation to preserve public safety.
j. Prior to the implementation of a major transportation project, the department shall consult with the police department, the fire department, the department of small business services and the mayor's office for people with disabilities. The department shall include a certification of such consultations in the notice required by subdivision c of this section.
§ 6. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 144

By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Krishnan, Hanif and Hudson

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of bollards at reconstructed sidewalks, curb extensions and pedestrian ramps
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

49

Section 1. Section 19-189.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 80 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
§ 19-189.1 Installation of bollards. a. [Definition. As used in this section the term “bollard” means any raised concrete and/or metal post that is designed to stop or slow motor vehicles.] Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Bollard. The term “bollard” means any raised concrete and/or metal post that is designed to stop or slow motor vehicles.
Curb extension. The term “curb extension” means an expansion of the curb line into the lane of the roadway adjacent to the curb for a portion of a block either at a corner or mid-block.
Pedestrian ramp. The term “pedestrian ramp” means a curb area which has been cut down, lowered or otherwise constructed or altered to provide access to persons with disabilities at a marked or unmarked crosswalk.
Sidewalk. The term “sidewalk” has the same meaning as provided in section 19-176.
b. By July 30, 2019, and every year thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the council an annual report on the installation of bollards in the city. [Such report] The applicable time period for such report shall be the 12-month period beginning on June 30 of the prior year and ending on June 30 of such year and shall include:
1. The total number of locations under the jurisdiction of the department where bollards have been installed by the department and the total number of such bollards installed [in the 12-month period ending on June 30 of such year; and];
2. The total number of authorizations for bollard installation by third parties at locations under the jurisdiction of the department issued [during the 12-month period ending on June 30 of such year.]; 
3. The total number of requests submitted to the department for bollard installation and the determinations reached on those requests; and
4. The total number of bollard installations performed in response to approved installation requests.
c. No later than 6 months after the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, the commissioner shall conduct a study on the effectiveness of bollards in high pedestrian traffic areas throughout the city and  establish guidelines governing the installation of bollards at sidewalks, curb extensions, and pedestrian ramps throughout the city, during the repair or reconstruction of such a sidewalk, curb extension, or pedestrian ramp to make it accessible for pedestrians with a disability. Such guidelines shall consider pedestrian safety, risk of vehicular collision, feasibility of installation, and any other criteria necessary to determine whether bollards should be installed at sidewalks, curb extensions and pedestrian ramps in the interest of pedestrian safety. Such guidelines shall list the conditions under which installation of bollards is appropriate.
d. Upon determination that the installation of bollards at a sidewalk, curb extension or pedestrian ramp is necessary pursuant to the guidelines issued under subdivision c, the commissioner shall install bollards whenever the department or its agent makes accessibility-related repairs to or reconstruction of such sidewalk, curb extension or pedestrian ramp. Such bollards shall be installed and maintained to the satisfaction of the department.  
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 301

By Council Members Menin, Restler, Brooks-Powers, Rivera, Won, Narcisse, Hanks, Hanif, Bottcher, Brewer, Hudson, Schulman and Avilés

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of solar-powered crosswalks
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


49

52

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-188.3 to read as follows: 
§ 19-188.3 Solar-powered crosswalks. a. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Crosswalk. The term “crosswalk” means that part of a roadway, whether marked or unmarked, which is included within the extension of the sidewalk lines between opposite sides of the roadway at an intersection. 
Traffic control device. The term “traffic control device” means a sign, signal, marking or device not inconsistent with the vehicle and traffic law that is placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic.
b. The department shall install at least 100 illuminated, solar-powered traffic control devices at crosswalks annually for the first 5 years following the effective date of the local law that added this section, for a total of at least 500 illuminated, solar-powered traffic control devices.
c. The department shall conduct a study regarding the efficacy of using illuminated, solar-powered traffic control devices at crosswalks. Such study shall examine, at minimum, the utility of solar-powered traffic control devices, including a comparison of their effectiveness in deterring violations of vehicle and traffic laws, rules and regulations with the effectiveness of traffic control signs at crosswalks that are not illuminated in deterring the same, identify any logistical challenges in siting such devices, and make recommendations regarding their expanded use. The department shall post on its website and submit to the speaker of the council a report of such study that contains its findings and recommendations no later than 2 years after the effective date of the local law that added this section. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 346

By Council Members Narcisse, Cabán, Won, Hanif and Hudson

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to pedestrian crossing guidelines and right of way
..body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

54

Section 1. Section 19-195 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 115 for the year 2016, is amended to read as follows: 
§ 19-195 Pedestrian crossings and control signals. a. Whenever pedestrian control signals are in operation, exhibiting symbols of a walking person, upraised hand, or upraised hand with a pedestrian countdown display, or any other internationally recognized representation concerning the movement of pedestrians, such signals shall indicate as follows:
1. Steady walking person. Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across the roadway in the direction of such signal, and other traffic shall yield the right of way to such pedestrians. 
2. Flashing upraised hand or flashing upraised hand with pedestrian countdown display. Pedestrians facing such signal are advised that there may be insufficient time to cross the roadway. Pedestrians already in the roadway [shall] are advised to proceed to the nearest sidewalk or safety island in the direction of such signal. Other traffic shall yield the right of way to pedestrians proceeding across the roadway within the crosswalk towards such signal for as long as such signal remains flashing.
3. Steady upraised hand. [No pedestrians shall start to cross the roadway in the direction of such signal] Pedestrians facing such a signal are advised that vehicle traffic has the right of way and pedestrians entering the roadway while this signal is displayed will be at risk of injury due to vehicle traffic; provided, however that any pedestrians who have partially completed their crossing on a steady walking person signal or any flashing upraised hand signal [shall] are advised to proceed to the nearest sidewalk or safety island in the direction of such signal while such steady upraised hand signal is showing. 
b. Pedestrians may cross any roadway at any point, including points outside of a marked or unmarked crosswalk. Pedestrians are advised to yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway. 
c. This section supersedes section 1152 of the vehicle and traffic law and any other provision of the vehicle and traffic law that prohibits any activity of pedestrians that is described in this section. No penalties shall be imposed pursuant to any such provision.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
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Int. No. 468

By Council Members Williams, Yeger, Won, Salaam, Hanif, Stevens, Abreu, Menin, Lee, Hanks, Ossé, Zhuang, Marte, Nurse, Brannan, Cabán, Avilés, Krishnan, Holden, Dinowitz, Riley, Ung, De La Rosa, Farías, Louis, Hudson, Banks, Narcisse, Gennaro, Restler, Joseph, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Powers, Sanchez, Bottcher, Brewer, Salamanca, Mealy, Ayala, Vernikov, Ariola, Paladino, Borelli and Carr

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of New York, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

56

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-185.1 to read as follows:
§ 19-185.1 Publication of traffic control device and speed reducer requests. No later than November 1, 2023, the commissioner shall make available on a website information regarding traffic control device and speed reducer requests. The website must be searchable by case number and address.
b. For each request the website shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information:
1. Case number;
2. General topic;
3. Issue;
4. Status;
5. Resolution;
6. Reason for approval or denial of the request; and
7. If approved, the timeline for completion of request.
c. The commissioner shall update the website as soon as practicable upon any update or change to a request. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 504

By Council Members Abreu, Avilés, Hanif, Brooks-Powers, Nurse, Gutiérrez, Sanchez and Restler

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing priority for sidewalk repairs at developments operated by the New York city housing authority
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

58

Section 1. Subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 19-160 to read as follows:
§19-160 Sidewalk repair priority. a. For purposes of this section, “senior-only housing development” means a housing development or building designated by the New York city housing authority to be occupied exclusively by individuals 62 years of age or older.
b.   In determining the order of repairs to be made at sidewalks, where the department is required by law or has otherwise undertaken to make such repairs, the commissioner shall give priority to sidewalks in front of or abutting senior-only housing developments operated by the New York city housing authority, followed by non-senior only housing developments operated by the New York city housing authority. Such priority shall not apply where the commissioner determines that the sidewalk in front of or abutting property that is not operated by the New York city housing authority is in need of critical or emergency repairs, provided that the commissioner shall notify in writing the council member in whose district the housing development no longer receiving priority is located and the community board of the community district in which such development is located of the reasons for such determination. 
c.   Not later than June 30, 2023, the commissioner shall deliver to the speaker of the council and post to the department’s website a report indicating (i) all New York city housing authority developments at which sidewalk repairs have been completed or are in the process of completion and (ii) the proposed timeline for completing sidewalk repairs for those New York city housing authority housing developments at which work has not yet commenced. 
	§2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 542

By Council Members Brannan, Yeger, Restler and Schulman

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that traffic study determinations be issued no later than 60 days from the date a traffic control device is requested by a city council member or community board 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:



2

59

Section 1. Section 19-185 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 14 for the year 2011, is amended to read as follows:
§ 19-185 Traffic study determinations. The department shall issue a traffic study determination within 60 days of the date a council member or community board submits a request for a traffic control device regulated by the manual on uniform traffic control devices. The department shall include with any determination denying [a]such request [by a community board or council member for a traffic control device regulated by the manual on uniform traffic control devices,] a summary of the traffic control device warrants, along with the date and time that the department performed its traffic analysis and the time period of any crash data considered by the department for such warrants. Such denial shall also include the following language:  “A summary of the studies and reports that led to this determination will be provided upon request.” Upon such request by the community board or council member after receiving the denial the department shall provide a summary of the traffic studies and/or reports performed by the department.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 663

By Council Members Bottcher, Ung, Hudson and Schulman

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to newsrack requirements and to repeal and replace subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:



59

67

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 23 for the year 2002, is REPEALED and a new subdivision a of section 19-128.1 is added to read as follows:
a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Board. The term “board” means the environmental control board of the city of New York.
Bus stop. The term “bus stop” means that area of sidewalk which begins at the bus stop sign, continues in the opposite direction of traffic, and ends at the next regulatory sign, or, if there is no sign, at the corner area.
Close proximity. The term “close proximity” means a distance adjacent to an area designed to facilitate safe ingress or egress that will reasonably permit and protect such safe ingress or egress.
Corner area. The term “corner area” means that area of a sidewalk encompassed by the extension of the building lines to the curb on each corner.
Crosswalk. The term “crosswalk” means that part of a roadway, whether marked or unmarked, which is included within the extension of the sidewalk lines between opposite sides of the roadway at an intersection.
   	Crosswalk area. The term “crosswalk area” means that area of the sidewalk bounded by the extension of the lines of a crosswalk onto the sidewalk up to the building or property line.
Historically present publication. The term “historically present publication” means a publication that was offered from a single newsrack on the sidewalk block(s) identified in a modular newsrack plan within the six months immediately preceding submission of such plan to the department.
Modular newsrack. The term “modular newsrack” means a newsrack that is designed with multiple enclosed compartments to accommodate the display, sale or distribution of multiple publications to the general public.
Modular newsrack plan. The term “modular newsrack plan” means a plan submitted to the department pursuant to subdivision g of this section.
    	Newsrack. The term“newsrack” means any self-service or coin-operated box, container or other dispenser installed, used or maintained for the display, sale or distribution of publications to the general public. A newsrack may be modular or single.
Owner. The term “owner” means a natural person, partnership, corporation, limited liability company or other association in ownership of one or more newsracks. 
Publication. The term “publication” means a newspaper, periodical or other similar written material.
Sidewalk block. The term “sidewalk block” means the areas of sidewalk on both sides of a roadway, spanning from one intersection to the next intersection.
Single newsrack. The term “single newsrack” means a newsrack that is designed to accommodate the display, sale or distribution of one publication to the general public.
§ 2. Subdivisions b and d of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 36 for the year 2004, are amended to read as follows:
b. Requirements. It shall be a violation [for any person] to place, install or maintain a newsrack on any sidewalk unless such newsrack is in compliance with the provisions of this section.
   	1. [The maximum height of any newsrack containing a single publication shall be fifty inches. The maximum width of any such newsrack shall be twenty-four inches. The maximum depth of any such newsrack shall be twenty-four inches.] Newsracks shall be made of materials approved by the department, and shall conform to standards developed by the department regarding the size, shape and appearance of such newsracks. 
    	2. No newsrack shall be used for advertising or promotional purposes, other than announcing the name [and/or] or website or both of the [newspaper or other written matter] publication offered for distribution in such newsrack. A publication offered in a modular newsrack installed after July 1, 2022 may display its logo on the door of the space(s) in which it is offered, in a size not to exceed 50 percent of the door space.
    	3. Each newsrack used to sell [newspapers or other written matter] publications shall be equipped with a coin return mechanism in good working order so as to permit a person to secure a refund in the event that the newsrack malfunctions. 
    	4. The owner [or person in control of each newsrack] shall affix [his or her] to the newsrack the owner’s name, address, telephone number, and email address, if any, [on the newsrack] in a readily visible location on the front or sides of the newsrack and shall conform such information to any changes required to be reported to the department in accordance with the provisions of subdivision c of this section. In no event shall a post office box be considered an acceptable address for purposes of this paragraph.
    	5. Subject to the limitations set forth in this section, newsracks shall be placed near a curb.
    	6. A newsrack shall not be placed, installed or maintained: (a) within [fifteen] 15 feet of any fire hydrant; (b) in any driveway or within close proximity of any driveway; (c) in any curb cut designed to facilitate street access by disabled persons or within two feet of any such curb cut; (d) within close proximity of the entrance or exit of any railway station or subway station; (e) within any bus stop; (f) within a crosswalk area; (g) within a corner area or within five feet of any corner area; (h) on any surface where such installation or maintenance will cause damage to or will interfere with the use of any pipes, vault areas, telephone or electrical cables or other similar locations; (i) on any cellar door, grating, utility maintenance cover or other similar locations; (j) on, in or over any part of the roadway of any public street; (k) unless eight feet of sidewalk width is preserved for unobstructed pedestrian passage; (l) in any park or on any sidewalk immediately contiguous to a park where such sidewalk is an integral part of the park design, such as the sidewalks surrounding Central Park or Prospect Park; (m) on any area of lawn, flowers, shrubs, trees or other landscaping or in such a manner that use of the newsrack would cause damage to such landscaping; [or] (n) within four feet of street furniture; (o) within five feet of a bike share station; (p) within eight feet of a bike rack; (q) within five feet of a department of environmental protection water sampling station; or (r) where such placement, installation or maintenance endangers the safety of persons or property. Any limitation on the placement or installation of newsracks pursuant to this paragraph shall be no more restrictive than necessary to ensure the safe and unobstructed flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and otherwise to assure the safety of persons and property.
  	7. [Every newsrack] The department shall develop standards regarding the placement of newsracks including, but not limited to, the manner in which newsracks shall be placed or installed [in a manner that will ensure that such newsrack cannot be tipped] to prevent newsracks from tipping over. In the event of non-compliance with such standards, the commissioner shall issue a notice of correction as provided in subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of subdivision f of this section.
d. Indemnification and insurance. 1. Each [person who owns or controls] owner of a newsrack placed or installed on any sidewalk shall indemnify and hold the city harmless from any and all losses, costs, damages, expenses, claims, judgments or liabilities that the city may incur by reason of the placement, installation or maintenance of such newsrack, except to the extent such damage results from the negligence or intentional act of the city.
	2. Each [person who owns or controls] owner of a newsrack placed or installed on any sidewalk shall maintain a general liability insurance policy naming the city of New York, and its departments, boards, officers, employees and agents as additional insureds for the specific purpose of indemnifying and holding harmless those additional insureds from and against any and all losses, costs, damages, expenses, claims, judgments or liabilities that result from or arise out of the placement, installation [and/or] or the maintenance of any newsrack. The minimum limits of such insurance coverage shall be no less than [three hundred thousand dollars] $300,000 combined single limit for bodily injury, including death, and property damage, except that any [person] owner who maintains an average of [one hundred] 100 or more newsracks at any one time shall maintain such minimum insurance coverage of [one million dollars] $1,000,000. An insurance certificate demonstrating compliance with the requirements of this subdivision shall be submitted annually by December [31st] 31 to the commissioner by the [person who owns or controls] owner of such insured newsracks. Should said policy be called upon to satisfy any liability for damages covered by said policy, the policy must be of such a nature that the original amount of coverage is restored after any payment of damages under the policy. Failure to maintain a satisfactory insurance policy pursuant to this subdivision or failure to submit an annual insurance certificate to the commissioner pursuant to this subdivision, shall be deemed a violation of this section subject to subparagraph b-1 of paragraph 1 of subdivision f of this section.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 745
 
By Council Members Farías, Brooks-Powers, Restler and Hudson

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to conduct an annual study on bicycle activity
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-187.1 to read as follows:
§ 19-187.1 Study on bicycle activity. No later than February 1, 2023, and annually thereafter, the department shall conduct and submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post conspicuously on the department’s website an annual study on bicycle activity during the previous calendar year. In completing such study, the department shall:
a. Identify the streets most frequently biked that have protected bike lanes and the streets most frequently biked that do not have protected bike lanes;
b. Identify the bridges most frequently biked that have protected bike lanes and the bridges most frequently biked that do not have protected bike lanes; and
c. Propose recommendations for improving bicycle safety and flow on the streets and bridges identified pursuant to subdivisions a and b of this section and any other locations suitable for biking in the city.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 746

By Council Members Feliz, Krishnan, Avilés, Nurse, Banks, Restler and Ung

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the improvement of paved medians through the planting of vegetation or use in stormwater management  
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


67

70

Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.8 to read as follows: 
§ 19-159.8 Improvement of paved medians. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term "paved median" means a median without planted vegetation or stormwater management infrastructure. 
b. The commissioner, in collaboration with the commissioner of parks and recreation and the commissioner of environmental protection, shall improve paved medians by planting vegetation or adding stormwater management infrastructure. Improvements shall be made at a minimum of 3 miles of paved medians per borough per year until all paved medians have been improved.
c. Notwithstanding the requirements of subdivision b of this section, the commissioner is not required to improve paved medians where the commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of parks and recreation and the commissioner of environmental protection, determines that it is unfeasible to do so. In making such feasibility determination the commissioner shall consider public safety, the suitability of the median for the growth of vegetation, the suitability of the median for managing stormwater, the potential impact on underground infrastructure, aesthetic impact, and other factors deemed appropriate by the commissioner. 
d. One year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and every year thereafter until the improvement of all paved medians deemed feasible, the commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the council and post on the department’s website a report regarding the length and location of paved medians improved as required under this section in the preceding year. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
RL
LS #15415
3/25/2024 11:44 AM


Int. No. 773

By Council Members Lee, Yeger, Gennaro, Brewer, Restler, Won, Hudson, Avilés, Schulman and Ung
 
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to notify property owners ordered to repair sidewalks of existing department plans to make repairs on same sidewalks
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

73

Section 1. Subdivision c of section 19-152 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 120 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
c. Whenever the department shall determine that a sidewalk flag should be installed, constructed, reconstructed, or repaved, or that a vacant lot should be fenced, or a sunken lot filled or a raised lot cut down, it may order the owner of the property abutting on such sidewalk flag or the owner of such vacant, sunken or raised lot by issuing a violation order to perform such work. Such order shall provide a detailed explanation of the inspection and the sidewalk defects according to sidewalk flags including a detailed diagram of the property and defects by type. The order shall also inform the owner of the existence of the borough offices within the department together with an explanation of the procedures utilized by the borough office as provided for in paragraph eighteen of subdivision a of section twenty-nine hundred three of the New York city charter as well as a complaint and appeal process, including the right to request a reinspection and then the right to appeal by filing a notice of claim with the office of the comptroller of the city of New York and thereafter a petition for appeal and commence a proceeding to review and/or correct the notice of account and/or the quality of the work performed under the direction of or by the department as provided herein and the procedures as to how to appeal by filing a notice of claim with the office of the comptroller of the city of New York and how to file a petition and commence a proceeding to review and/or correct the notice of account and/or the quality of the work performed as provided herein and the location where the forms may be obtained. Such order shall specify the work to be performed, an estimate of the cost of the work to repair the defects and the order shall also specify a reasonable time for compliance, provided that the time for compliance shall be a minimum of 75 days. The department shall, by appropriate regulations, provide for a reinspection by a different departmental inspector than the inspector that conducted the first or original inspection upon request of the property owner to the appropriate borough office. Where appropriate, the department shall notify the property owner of the date of reinspection at least five days prior to the reinspection date. Such inspector conducting the reinspection shall conduct an independent inspection of the property without access to the reports from the first inspection. The inspector conducting the reinspection shall file a new report and the department shall issue a new order to the owner specifying the results of the reinspection with a detailed diagram of the property and defects by type. Such order shall also advise the owner of the procedures utilized by the borough office as provided for in paragraph eighteen of subdivision a of section twenty-nine hundred three of the New York city charter and also of the right to challenge the notice of account and/or the quality of the work performed by filing a notice of claim with the office of the comptroller and thereafter a petition and commence a proceeding to review and/or correct the notice of account and/or the quality of the work performed under the direction of or by the department as provided in sections 19-152.2 and 19-152.3 of the code and specify the procedures as to how to appeal by filing a notice of claim with the office of the comptroller of the city of New York and how to file a petition and commence a proceeding to review and/or correct the notice of account and/or the quality of the work performed and the location where the forms may be obtained. Prior to issuing an order pursuant to this subdivision, the department shall determine if either the department or the department of parks and recreation has any existing plans to install, construct, reconstruct, repave or repair a sidewalk flag which is the subject of the order, and if such plans exist, the order must notify the owner of such plans, except if work pursuant to such plans is scheduled to commence within 90 days then the department shall not issue such order.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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