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RES. NO. 10-2024 	By Council Members Holden, Brooks-Powers, Gennaro, Farías and Ariola

TITLE:	Resolution recognizing July 27 annually as Korean War Veterans Armistice Day in the City of New York to honor the courage and sacrifice of those who served

RES. NO. 157-2024 	By Council Members Menin, Holden and Hanif

TITLE:	Resolution recognizing June 6 annually as D-Day Remembrance Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and sacrifice of the Allied soldiers on the Normandy beaches in France


RES. NO. 279-2024 	By Council Members Holden, Paladino and Gennaro

TITLE:	Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, legislation declaring April 26 annually as Korean War Veterans and Korean Defense Veterans Recognition Day to celebrate the bravery and sacrifice of those who served



INTRODUCTION
On Tuesday, April 2, 2024, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Robert Holden, will conduct an oversight hearing titled Cold War Veterans. The Committee will also hear three resolutions: Resolution Number (Res. No.) 10-2024, sponsored by Council Member Holden, to recognize July 27 annually as Korean War Veterans Armistice Day in the City of New York to honor the courage and sacrifice of those who served; Res. No. 157-2024, sponsored by Council Member Julie Menin, to recognize June 6 annually as D-Day Remembrance Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and sacrifice of the Allied soldiers on the Normandy beaches in France; and Res. No. 279-2024, sponsored by Council Members Holden and Vickie Paladino, to call on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, legislation declaring April 26 annually as Korean War Veterans and Korean Defense Veterans Recognition Day to celebrate the bravery and sacrifice of those who served. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (NYC) Department of Veterans’ Services (DVS), representatives of Veterans’ organizations in NYC, and other interested stakeholders.

BACKGROUND
	Article I, Section 8 of the United States (U.S.) Constitution vests in Congress the power “to declare war”.[footnoteRef:2] Pursuant to this power, Congress has enacted 11 declarations throughout U.S. history relating to five different wars; the last formal declaration was enacted on June 5, 1942, against Rumania during World War II.[footnoteRef:3] In addition, Congress may enact legislation authorizing the use of military force by the president instead of making a formal declaration of war. Congress has adopted various authorizations for use of military force, with the most recent being the joint resolution enacted on October 16, 2002, authorizing the use of military force against Iraq.[footnoteRef:4] Accordingly, many wars or conflicts in U.S. history have a federally designated “periods of war” date for their beginning and end. These dates are important for Veterans’ qualification for certain pension and disability benefits and for membership in congressionally charted Veterans’ service organizations, such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars.[footnoteRef:5]  This report will provide an overview of Veterans’ benefits eligibility, the challenges faced by individuals who served during the Cold War era, and New York State (NYS) and local benefits available to individuals who served during the Cold War era.  [2:  U.S. Const. art. I § 8 ]  [3:  Act of Jun. 5, 1942, ch. 325, 56 Stat. 307 available at: https://govtrackus.s3.amazonaws.com/legislink/pdf/stat/56/STATUTE-56-Pg307b.pdf ]  [4:  Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002, H.J .Res. 114, 107th Cong. (2002) available at: https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-joint-resolution/114/text ]  [5:  Veterans of Foreign Wars – Eligibility available at: https://www.vfw.org/join/eligibility] 



VETERANS’ BENEFITS
	The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offers a wide range of benefits to Veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces and to their families. VA uses a two-step process to evaluate claims for benefits. First, the claimant must demonstrate eligibility for Veterans’ benefits in general and, second, the Veteran must prove entitlement to the particular benefit sought.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  CRS Report R42324, “Who is a Veteran?” – Basic Eligibility for Veterans’ Benefits, by Umar Moulta-Ali. Available at: https://www.everycrsreport.com/files/20150626_R42324_729ad71e0563dd40ddb79f804f87500ce60d8179.pdf ] 

	To be eligible for most VA benefits, the claimant must be a Veteran or the survivor or dependent of a Veteran.[footnoteRef:7] A Veteran is defined in federal law as a “person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, and who was discharged or released therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable.”[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  38 U.S.C. § 101(2)] 


Active Service Requirement and Length of Service Requirement for Veteran Status 
Generally, “active service” means full-time service, other than for training, as a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard; as a commissioned officer of the Public Health Service; or as a commissioned officer of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or its predecessors.[footnoteRef:9] Accordingly, National Guard or Reserve duty may not be considered active service unless an individual on such duty was disabled or died from disease or injury incurred or aggravated in the line of duty.[footnoteRef:10] Additional circumstances and whether they are deemed to be active service are set out in law.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  Supra, note 5]  [10:  38 U.S.C. § 101(24)]  [11:  38 U.S.C. § 101, 106] 

For individuals who enlisted in the U.S. Armed Forces after September 7, 1980, there is a minimum length of service requirement in order to be considered a Veteran eligible for most VA benefits.[footnoteRef:12] For such individuals, the requirement is the “full period” for which the individual was called or ordered to active duty or, if less than the full period is served, 24 months of continuous active duty service.[footnoteRef:13] There are several statutory exemptions to this rule, such as hardship discharges or retirement or separation due to service-related disability.[footnoteRef:14] However, if a former servicemember did not serve for the full period of active duty or served less than 24 continuous months and none of the statutory exemptions apply, then the Veteran is “not eligible for any benefit under Title 38, United States Code or under any law administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs based on that period of service.”[footnoteRef:15] [12:  38 U.S.C. § 5303a]  [13:  38 U.S.C. § 5303a(b)]  [14:  Id. ]  [15:  Id.] 


Discharge Criteria
The statutory definition of Veteran requires that the individual be discharged or released from military service “under conditions other than dishonorable.”[footnoteRef:16] There are five types of discharges issued: [16:  Supra, note 7] 

(1) Honorable discharge;
(2) Discharge under honorable conditions or general discharge;
(3) Discharge under other than honorable conditions or undesirable discharge;
(4) Bad conduct discharge; and
(5) Dishonorable discharge.
The first two categories—honorable discharges and discharges under honorable conditions—are generally sufficient to qualify a claimant as a Veteran for the first step of the eligibility test. However, the next two categories—discharges under other than honorable conditions or undesirable discharges or bad conduct discharges from a special court-martial—do not always disqualify the claimant from being considered a Veteran. In these cases, VA makes a “character of service determination,” based on the facts of the case. VA reviews the entire period of enlistment to assess the quality of service.[footnoteRef:17] Finally, bad conduct discharges issued by a general courts-martial and dishonorable discharges bar access to VA benefits.[footnoteRef:18] [17:  Supra, note 5 ]  [18:  Id.] 


Peacetime and Wartime Service
Military service is classified as either wartime or peacetime service.[footnoteRef:19] This distinction determines which benefits a Veteran may be eligible for.  For example, the Improved Pension, which pays benefits to low-income Veterans who are either elderly or non-service-connected disabled, is only available to Veterans with wartime service.[footnoteRef:20] A “period of war” is defined in law.[footnoteRef:21] Veterans who served during these designated periods are considered to have “served during wartime,” even if the service was not in a combat zone.[footnoteRef:22] If a Veteran served partly during wartime and partly during peacetime, the Veteran meets the criteria for wartime service if they served 90 consecutive day, at least 1 day of which occurred during a designated wartime period. There are eight defined “periods of war”: [19:  Id.]  [20:  38 U.S.C. § 1521(j), see also, supra, Note 5]  [21:  38 U.S.C. § 101(11)]  [22:  Supra, Note 5] 

· The Indian Wars: January 1, 1817 – December 31, 1898[footnoteRef:23] [23:  38 C.F.R. § 3.2(a)] 

· The Spanish-American War: April 21, 1898 – July 4, 1902, including the Philippine Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion[footnoteRef:24] [24:  38 U.S.C. § 101(6)] 

· The Mexican Border Period: May 9, 1916 – April 5, 1917[footnoteRef:25] [25:  38 U.S.C. § 101(30)] 

· World War I: April 6, 1917 – November 11, 1918[footnoteRef:26] [26:  38 U.S.C. § 101(7) for veterans who served with the United States Military Forces in Russia, the period ends on April 1, 1920] 

· World War II: December 7, 1941 – December 31, 1946[footnoteRef:27] [27:  38 U.S.C. § 101(8)] 

· The Korean Conflict: June 27, 1950 – January 31, 1955[footnoteRef:28] [28:  38 U.S.C. § 101(9)] 

· The Vietnam Era: November 1, 1955 – May 7, 1975[footnoteRef:29] [29:  38 U.S.C. § 101(29)] 

· The Persian Gulf War: August 2, 1990, through a date to be prescribed by presidential proclamation or law[footnoteRef:30] [30:  38 U.S.C. § 101(33) The Persian Gulf War Period is inclusive of the recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan] 


THE COLD WAR ERA
In accordance with section 1084 of the Fiscal Year (FY) 1998 National Defense Authorization Act, the U.S. Secretary of Defense approved awarding a Cold War Recognition Certificate (CWRC) for service during the Cold War era, which is defined as September 2, 1945, to December 26, 1991.[footnoteRef:31] The U.S. Army is the agency that administers the CWRC program.[footnoteRef:32] [31:  Air Force Retiree Services, “Cold War Recognition Certificate,” available at https://www.retirees.af.mil/Library/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/440064/cold-war-recognition-certificate/.]  [32:  Id.] 

On July 30, 2019, President Donald Trump signed Public Law Number 116-35, which states that “[s]ince the end of World War II, the Federal Government has designated specific periods of war, [but that in] between those recognized periods of war, during so-called peacetime eras, the United States military has been involved in not fewer than 12 known eras, which are unrecognized by the United States Government as periods of war, resulting in numerous United States personnel combat casualties.”[footnoteRef:33] Four of those unrecognized war eras occurred during the time between the end of the recognized Vietnam War Era (May 7, 1975) and the beginning of the recognized Persian Gulf War (August 2, 1990): [33:  Public Law No. 116-35, Sec. 2.] 

· The Iran Hostage Crisis (November 4, 1979 – January 20, 1981), resulting in the deaths of eight servicemembers
· The Salvadoran Civil War (lasting more than 12 years), resulting in the deaths of 22 servicemembers, 15 non-combat deaths, and 35 other casualties
· The bombing of the La Belle discotheque in West Berlin, Germany (April 5, 1986), which killed two servicemembers and wounded 79 more and which led to the Libyan Conflict, resulting in U.S. air strikes and the deaths of two servicemembers
· The Persian Gulf Conflicts (July 24, 1987 – September 26, 1988), resulting in the deaths of at least 39 servicemembers and the wounding of another 31[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Id.] 

Under federal law, servicemembers who served during these four unrecognized war eras are not entitled to the same benefits that have been provided to servicemembers who served in defined “periods of war.”


New York State Veterans’ Benefits
Veteran status is defined differently in New York State (NYS) law. In NYS, a Veteran is defined as “…a person who served on active duty in the uniformed services of the United States, or in the army national guard, air national guard, or service as a commissioned officer in the public health service, commissioned officer of the national oceanic and atmospheric administration or environmental sciences services administration, cadet at a United States armed forces service academy, and who has been released from such service under other than dishonorable conditions.”[footnoteRef:35] This definition is significantly more inclusive than the federal definition of Veteran, encompassing all members of the various services without an active service requirement or wartime service requirement. NYS offers a variety of benefits to Veterans who meet the broader NYS definition, including New York National Guard tuition assistance, Veteran and dependent education assistance, civil service preference, and property tax exemptions.[footnoteRef:36] [35:  N.Y. Veterans’ Services Law § 1]  [36:  U.S. Army MyArmyBenefits, New York Military and Veterans Benefits available at: https://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/Benefit-Library/State/Territory-Benefits/New-York#DMV ] 

NYS has also provided at least one benefit targeted for Cold War Veterans by allowing local governments to adopt a local law providing a partial tax exemption on residential property owned by a Cold War Veteran (with an additional reduction available to those Veterans with service-connected disabilities) and by giving counties, cities, towns, and villages the option of offering this exemption to qualified Veterans.[footnoteRef:37] Specifically, NYS allows for a 10 or 15 percent reduction (as determined by the local taxing jurisdiction) in assessed value on a Veteran’s primary residence, though the reduction is limited to 10 years, unless the taxing jurisdiction chooses to make it indefinite.[footnoteRef:38] The disability portion of the exemption, however, has no time limit.[footnoteRef:39] Currently, NYC does not have a local law allowing for this property tax relief for Cold War Veterans.[footnoteRef:40] [37:  NYS Department of Veterans’ Services, “Property Tax Exemptions For Veterans,” at https://veterans.ny.gov/property-tax-exemptions-veterans; See also N.Y. Real Property Tax Law § 458-b]  [38:  NYS Department of Taxation and Finance, “Cold War veterans exemption: Overview,” at https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/exemption/coldwaroverview.htm#:~:text=The%20Cold%20War%20veterans%20exemption,adopted%20by%20the%20taxing%20jurisdiction).]  [39:  Id.]  [40:  City of New York website, “Veterans Property Tax Exemption,” at https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-03122.] 


 CONCLUSION
At this hearing, the Committee will examine how the eligibility or lack thereof of Cold War Veterans to receive Veterans’ benefits under federal, NYS, and local laws affects Cold War Veterans and their families living in NYC as well as learn about the capacity of DVS to reach out and provide support to this constituency. 













Res. No. 10
 
Resolution recognizing July 27 annually as Korean War Veterans Armistice Day in the City of New York to honor the courage and sacrifice of those who served.
 
By Council Members Holden, Brooks-Powers, Gennaro, Farías and Ariola
Whereas, After World War II, the Korean Peninsula was split into a Soviet-backed government in the North and a United States (U.S.)-backed government in the South; and
Whereas, On June 25, 1950, North Korean soldiers attacked along the 38th parallel, which divided the North and South, and invaded South Korea; and
Whereas, After the attack was condemned by the United Nations (UN) Security Council, the U.S. and other member nations sent troops to aid South Korea; and
Whereas, The ensuing three-year war cost the lives of millions of Korean civilians and soldiers from many countries and forever changed the lives of hundreds of thousands of those who were wounded and those who were brutally treated as prisoners of war; and
Whereas, On July 27, 1953, the Korean Armistice Agreement was signed by military delegates from the U.S., on behalf of the UN Command, the Korean People’s Army, and the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army, which had aided North Korea, thus bringing an end to armed conflict; and
Whereas, This longest negotiated armistice agreement in history, spanning two years and 17 days, was not and is not a formal peace treaty signed by nations, but rather a military truce, which separated the two parts of the Korean Peninsula by a Demilitarized Zone, which exists today; and
Whereas, On the National Mall in Washington, D.C., in 1995, U.S. President William J. Clinton and South Korea’s President Kim Young-sam dedicated the Korean War Veterans Memorial, described by President Clinton as an “enduring testament to [the veterans’] valor and generosity of spirit”; and
Whereas, The haunting Memorial includes 19 “On Patrol” stainless steel standing sculptures of servicemembers in a triangular “field of service,” a wall with more than 36,000 names of Americans killed in the War, a pool of remembrance, a UN wall with the engraved names of the 21 countries that fought with the U.S., and a black granite mural wall with etchings of more than 2,400 candid photographs of servicemembers; and
Whereas, President Clinton wrote in Proclamation 6812 on July 26, 1995, that “we look back in awe and gratitude at what our Armed Forces and allies accomplished in Korea” and that “[u]nder the banner of the United Nations, they fought to defend freedom and human dignity in the Korean peninsula, demonstrating to the world’s totalitarian regimes that men and women of goodwill were ready to pay the ultimate price so that others might enjoy the blessings of liberty”; and
Whereas, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., in a Proclamation on July 26, 2022, to commemorate National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, wrote that the 1.8 million Americans who served “faced enormous challenges-often outnumbered by the enemy, facing extreme heat and cold while fighting in the mountains and valleys and in the rice paddies and rocky terrain of the Korean Peninsula”; and
Whereas, President Biden said in his Proclamation that thousands of soldiers remain unaccounted for even today and that he is committed to accounting for all U.S. prisoners of war and servicemembers still missing in action;
Whereas, In his Proclamation, President Biden also remarked on almost 70 years of “ensuing peace and the abiding relationship between the Korean and American people [that] has been the foundation for the thriving democracy and incredible economic progress of the Republic of Korea”; and
Whereas, In his Proclamation, President Biden encouraged all Americans on July 27, 2022, “to reflect on the strength, sacrifices, and sense of duty of our Korean War Veterans and bestow upon them the high honor they deserve” and further “to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities that honor and give thanks” to those Veterans; and
Whereas, July 27, 2023, was the 70th anniversary of the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement, which heralded decades of peace after the bitter conflict; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes July 27 annually as Korean War Veterans Armistice Day in the City of New York to honor the courage and sacrifice of those who served.
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Res. No. 157

Resolution recognizing June 6 annually as D-Day Remembrance Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and sacrifice of the Allied soldiers on the Normandy beaches in France.

By Council Members Menin, Holden and Hanif

Whereas, In the early hours of June 6, 1944, Operation Overlord began when American and British paratroopers were dropped from more than 1,200 aircraft into Normandy behind German lines on a day that would from that time forward be known as D-Day; and
Whereas, The largest naval attack ever mounted began at 5:30 a.m. when American and British battleships, cruisers, and destroyers shelled German defensive positions at the Normandy beaches for 40 minutes; and
Whereas, Sunrise saw landing vessels depositing more than 150,000 American, British, Canadian, and Free French soldiers onto five beaches along 50 miles of the Normandy coast, which was heavily defended by German soldiers and artillery; and
Whereas, American troops secured Utah Beach with paratroopers dropped behind enemy lines inland and soldiers landing on the beach about a mile off course under the command of Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.; and
Whereas, American troops secured Omaha Beach in the bloodiest battle of D-Day when only two of 29 amphibious tanks launched at sea actually reached the shore and thousands of soldiers met with fatal German gunfire from fortified positions above the beach; and
Whereas, Omaha Beach became a much revered and celebrated Allied victory, thanks to Army Rangers, who managed to scale the bluffs at Pointe du Hoc to disable the heavy artillery that rained bullets down on American soldiers fighting their way up the bluffs from the beach; and
Whereas, British air strikes and warships weakened German forces and allowed the British to take control of Gold Beach, the middle of the five beaches, before British soldiers pushed on to take back the village of Arromanches; and
Whereas, After Juno Beach was the site of devastatingly heavy Canadian casualties for the first hour of the battle, Canadian soldiers fought their way off the beach and then successfully progressed inland farther than either the American or British troops that day; and
Whereas, After British and Canadian airborne troops landed behind enemy lines on the eastern front just after midnight to take control of key bridges, British troops landed on Sword Beach at 7:25 a.m. and met strong German resistance in the villages, but managed to hold the beach by day’s end; and
Whereas, Many Allied forces entered France after D-Day, including American soldiers’ Operation Cobra, which concluded the Normandy campaign inland, and Operation Dragoon, which saw Americans land on France’s Mediterranean coast in August; and
Whereas, On August 25, French and American forces finally liberated Paris, following more than four years of Nazi occupation; and
Whereas, Speaking at Pointe du Hoc atop the “unforgiving cliffs” on the 50th anniversary of D-Day, President William J. Clinton said that “we stand on sacred soil” where “a miracle of liberation began” when “democracy’s forces landed to end the enslavement of Europe”; and
Whereas, President Clinton called the soldiers who landed on the beaches “the tip of [a] spear the free world had spent years sharpening, a spear they began on this morning in 1944 to plunge into the heart of the Nazi empire”; and
Whereas, President Clinton recounted how the Army Rangers’ “mission was to scale these cliffs and destroy the howitzers at the top that threatened every Allied solider and ship within miles,” how they “fired grappling hooks onto the cliff tops,” how they “waded to shore” and “began to climb up on ropes slick with sea and sand, up, as the Germans shot down and tried to cut [the] lines, up sometimes holding to the cliffs with nothing but the knives [they] had and [their] own bare hands”; and
Whereas, President Clinton concluded that “the mission of freedom goes on,” “the battle continues,” and the “ ‘longest day’ is not yet over”; and
Whereas, Speaking in Normandy on the 65th anniversary of D-Day, President Barack Obama noted that the odds of D-Day’s success had not been good, given the many ways that Adolf Hitler had ordered the Atlantic Wall fortified against an invasion, with heavy artillery on the cliffs, flooded lowlands, mines on the shore and in the water, and more; and
Whereas, President Obama continued that, in spite of those odds, victory was won and that, D-Day was a moment that led to all the Allied achievements which followed, or as President Lyndon B. Johnson once said, “history and fate [met] at a single time in a single place to shape a turning point in man’s unending search for freedom”; and
Whereas, President Obama concluded that “as we faced down the hardships and struggles of our time and arrive at that hour for which we were born, we cannot help but draw strength from those moments in history when the best among us were somehow able to swallow their fears and secure a beachhead on an unforgiving shore”; and
Whereas, In Proclamation 9319, President Obama declared June 6, 2014, as D-Day National Remembrance Day, and noted that “D-Day dealt a significant blow to an ideology fueled by hate” and that it “allowed America and our allies to secure a foothold in France, open a path to Berlin, and liberate a continent from the grip of tyranny”; and
Whereas, President Obama in his proclamation called “upon all Americans to observe this day with programs, ceremonies, and activities that honor those who fought and died so men and women they had never met might know what it is to be free”; and
Whereas, The rows and rows of graves marked by white crosses and Stars of David of 9,386 Americans, most of whom died on the Normandy beaches and in the ensuing campaign, are forever honored at the Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial in Colleville-sur-Mer, on the site of the temporary cemetery established by the U.S. First Army on June 8, 1944; and
Whereas, June 6, 2024, marks the 80th anniversary of D-Day and all that it came to mean to free nations in Europe; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes June 6 annually as D-Day Remembrance Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and sacrifice of the Allied soldiers on the Normandy beaches in France. 
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Res. No. 279

Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, legislation declaring April 26 annually as Korean War Veterans and Korean Defense Veterans Recognition Day to celebrate the bravery and sacrifice of those who served 

By Council Members Holden, Paladino and Gennaro
Whereas, After World War II, the Korean Peninsula was split into a Soviet-backed government in the North and a United States (U.S.)-backed government in the South; and
Whereas, On June 25, 1950, North Korean soldiers attacked along the 38th parallel, which divided the North and South, and invaded South Korea, officially known as the Republic of Korea; and
Whereas, After the attack was condemned by the United Nations (UN) Security Council, members of the U.S. Armed Forces served with the forces of the Republic of Korea and 20 allied nations under the UN Command; and
Whereas, During the three-year war, more than 5 million U.S. servicemembers supported the war effort, with almost 1.8 million of them fighting on Korean soil in some of the most brutal wartime conditions ever recorded; and
Whereas, The U.S. Armed Forces sustained 36,574 in-theater deaths, including 2,373 servicemembers from New York State (NYS), and brought back another 103,284 wounded servicemembers; and
Whereas, On July 27, 1953, the Korean Armistice Agreement brought an end to armed conflict through a military truce rather than a formal peace treaty, separating the two parts of the Korean Peninsula by a Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), which still exists today; and
Whereas, U.S. servicemembers have been stationed in South Korea ever since the end of the war in order to maintain peace and freedom for those living in the Republic of Korea; and 
Whereas, Currently, there are approximately 28,500 U.S. servicemembers stationed in South Korea, mostly at Camp Humphreys, which is the largest U.S. overseas military base; and
Whereas, These U.S. servicemembers who have safeguarded the Republic of Korea during peacetime, upon discharge, join the ranks of Veterans known as Korean Defense Veterans; and
Whereas, The NYS Assembly and Senate passed resolutions in April 2023 to “celebrat[e] the courage and bravery of New York State’s Korean War Veterans and recognize[e] the men and women who served with dignity and honor during this historic time period at the Senate’s Inaugural Korean War Veteran Celebration on April 26, 2023”; and
Whereas, According to the NYS resolutions, “From the ashes of war and the sharing of spilled blood on the battlefield, the United States and the Republic of Korea have continuously stood shoulder-to-shoulder to promote and defend international peace and security, economic prosperity, human rights, and the rule of law both on the Korean Peninsula and beyond”; and
Whereas, New York City (NCY) honors Korean War Veterans with the New York Korean War Veterans Memorial, which was designed by artist Mac Adams and dedicated in 1991; and
Whereas, The NYC monument displays a 15-foot black granite slab with a cut-out in the shape of a soldier, symbolizing loss and death; and
Whereas, Citizens of the U.S. and the Republic of Korea owe a continuing debt of gratitude to all U.S. Veterans who served on Korean soil during wartime and during the ensuing years in keeping a fragile peace; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, legislation declaring April 26 annually as Korean War Veterans and Korean Defense Veterans Recognition Day to celebrate the bravery and sacrifice of those who served. 
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