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A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to providing email notifications to prospective
New York City voters.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision b of section 1054 of chapter forty-six of the New York city charter is amended by

adding a new paragraph 8 to read as follows:

8. (a) send email notifications regarding upcoming significant dates related to voting for local, state, and

federal elections to prospective voters who provide the board with an email address for this purpose.  The board

shall provide opportunities for city residents to provide an email address to the board for this purpose and shall

maintain a database of all such email addresses.  Significant dates for which email notifications shall be sent

shall include, but not be limited to, primary elections, general elections, special elections, registration deadlines,

and absentee ballot application and submission deadlines.  Each email notification shall consist of all pertinent

information related to such significant date and include links to the board’s website to access relevant forms,

materials and other additional information, and shall, to the extent possible, be available in English, Spanish,

Chinese, Korean, and any other languages in which the board publishes the voters guide or that the board

determines to be necessary and appropriate.  Email notifications shall be sent for each significant date (i) ten

business days prior to such date; (ii) three business days prior to such date; and (iii) for a primary, general, or

special election, on election day commencing with the opening of the polls.
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(b) The board shall provide opportunities for city residents to provide an email address through the

following means, provided that in all instances the board shall expressly state the purpose for which it is

collecting email addresses:

(i) via the board’s website;

(ii) by collecting email addresses at events promoting voter registration, voter participation, and

any other events or meetings the board deems appropriate;

(iii) in all mailings to registered voters, including each voters guide published pursuant to

section 1053 of this chapter, by directing recipients of such mailings to the board’s website; and

(iv) by any other means as determined by the board that would facilitate the collection of email

addresses of prospective voters.

(c)  The board shall provide all email recipients the option to unsubscribe from receiving such email

notifications or to update an email address previously provided to the board.  The board shall not remove any

email address from its database unless an email recipient unsubscribes, provides an updated email address, or

emails sent to an email address are not successfully transmitted for a period of one year.

(d) the board shall provide access to the database maintained pursuant to subparagraph (a) of this

paragraph to the board of elections for the purpose of enabling the board of elections to supplement the board’s

database with email addresses of additional city residents who provide an email address to the board of

elections for the purpose of receiving email notifications regarding upcoming significant dates related to voting

for local, state, and federal elections.

(e) the board shall not share, sell or otherwise disclose email addresses and other personal information

collected pursuant to this section without acquiring advance written permission from individuals providing such

information or unless ordered by a court of law.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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