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Int. No. 603
By Council Members Weprin, Brewer, James, Williams and Ulrich

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in
relation to the use of recycled aggregate in concrete.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that each year in New York City, a
significant amount of concrete sidewalks and roadways are built or replaced, necessitating the use thousands of
tons of concrete. The materials used to create this concrete must be quarried and shipped into the City, a
process that contributes to environmental degradation.

The use of recycled materials in concrete is a well-established and environmentally responsible option
for the production of concrete. Utilizing recycled content reduces the quarrying and transportation of virgin
materials and also reduces the need for disposal of recycled content. There is a plentiful supply of waste
material in New York City available to be used as recycled content in concrete. Although concrete with
recycled content has been demonstrated to meet or exceed all applicable state and federal specifications, this
legislation only impacts concrete mixes with a compressive strength of 4,000 pounds per square inch or less,
intending to only impact non-structural concrete.

§ 2. Chapter 3 of title 6 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

section 6-308.1 to read as follows:

§ 6-308.1 Minimum recycled content in concrete and base course materials. a. 1. No agency shall use

or purchase concrete mixes with a compressive strength of 4,000 pounds per square inch or less unless such
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mix contains concrete aggregate composed of not less than ten percent recycled concrete, or any other recycled

agoregate material approved by the commissioner, as measured by weight:

2. Beginning July 1, 2013, no agency shall use or purchase concrete mixes with a compressive strength

of 4,000 pounds per square inch or less unless such mix contains concrete ageregate composed of not less than

fifteen percent recycled concrete, or any other recycled aggregate material approved by the commissioner, as

measured by weight:

3. The diameter of recycled aggregate used or purchased pursuant to this subdivision shall not exceed

0.75 inches:

4. Concrete aggregate used or purchased pursuant to this subdivision shall not contain more than one

percent deleterious material;

5. The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to concrete mixes intended to be used in structures

designed for the containment, storage or conveyance of water, sewage or other liquids.

b. 1. No agency shall use or purchase base course materials composed of less than fifteen percent

recycled concrete, recycled asphalt, glass cullet, or any other recycled aggregate material approved by the

commissioner, as measured by weight.

2. Beginning July 1, 2013, no agency shall use or purchase base course materials composed of less than

twenty-five percent recycled concrete, recycled asphalt, glass cullet, or any other recycled ageregate material

approved by the commissioner, as measured by weight.

3. All recycled concrete used or purchased pursuant to this subdivision shall be no greater than 0.75

inches in size.

4. All glass cullet used or purchased pursuant to this subdivision shall be no greater than 0.375 inches in

size.

5. No more than five percent of the total weight of the base course materials used or purchased pursuant

to this subdivision shall be composed of recycled asphalt.
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§ 3. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended

by adding a new section 19-147.1 to read as follows:

§ 19-147.1 Recycled content in sidewalk construction. a. The commissioner shall promulgate rules

regarding recycled content in sidewalk construction no later than July 1, 2011 pursuant to the following

requirements:

1. The department shall not use or purchase base course materials composed of less than fifteen percent

recycled concrete, recycled asphalt, glass cullet, or any other recycled aggregate material approved by the

commissioner, as measured by weight.

2. Beginning July 1, 2013, the department shall not use or purchase base course materials composed of

less than twenty five percent recycled concrete, recycled asphalt glass cullet, or any other recycled ageregate

material approved by the commissioner, as measured by weight.

3. All recycled concrete used or purchased by the department pursuant to this subdivision shall be no

greater than 0.75 inches in size:

4. All glass cullet used or purchased by the department pursuant to this subdivision shall be no greater

than 0.375 inches in size:

5. No more than five percent of the total weight of the base course materials used or purchased by the

department pursuant to this subdivision shall be composed of recycled asphalt.

§ 4. Section 720 of the New York city building code is amended by adding to tables 720.1(1), 720.1(2)
and 720.1(3), respectively, a footnote to read as follows:

For the purposes of fire resistance, recycled concrete shall be considered siliceous aggregate, unless the

agoregate in question can be documented, to the satisfaction of the building commissioner, to be of another

type.

§ 5. Section 721 of the New York city building code is amended by adding to tables 721.2.1.1, 721.2.1.2

(1), 721.2.1.4(1), 721.2.2.1, 721.2.3(1), 721.2.3(2), 721.2.3(3), 721.2.3(4), 721.2.3(5), 721.2.4 and 721.3.2,
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respectively, and figures 721.2.2.2, 721.2.2.3(1) and 721.2.2.3(2), respectively, a footnote to read as follows:

For the purposes of fire resistance, recycled concrete shall be considered siliceous aggregate, unless the

aggregate in question can be documented, to the satisfaction of the building commissioner, to be of another

type.

§ 6. Section 1905.2 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:
§ 1905.2 Selection of concrete proportions. Concrete proportions shall be determined in accordance
with the provisions of sections 1905.2.1 through [1905.2.3] 1905.2.4.
§ 7. Section 1905.2 of the New York city building code is amended by adding a new subsection
1905.2.4 to read as follows:

§ 1905.2.4 Minimum recycled content. All concrete mixes for cast-in-place concrete that require a

compressive strength of 4,000 pounds per square inch or less, which are not used in structures designed for the

containment, storage. or conveyance of water, sewage, or other liquids, shall have the following content:

1. No less than ten percent of the ageregate shall be composed of recycled concrete, or any other

recycled aggregate material approved by the commissioner, as measured by weight:

2. Beginning no later than July 1, 2013, no less than fifteen percent of the aggregate shall be composed

of recycled concrete, or any other recycled ageregate material approved by the commissioner, as

measured by weight:

3. The diameter of recycled aggregate shall not exceed 0.75 inches:

4. Concrete aggregate shall not contain more than one percent deleterious material.

§ 8. Section 1911 of the New York city building code is amended by adding a new subdivision 1911.2
to read as follows:

1911.2 Minimum recycled content in base course materials. Base course shall be composed as follows:

1. All base course materials shall consist of no less than fifteen percent of recycled concrete, recycled

asphalt, glass cullet, or any other recycled aggregate material approved by the commissioner, as
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measured by weight:

2. Beginning no later than July 1, 2013, all base course materials shall consist of no less than twenty-

five percent of recycled concrete, recycled asphalt, glass cullet, or any other recycled ageregate material

approved by the commissioner, as measured by weight:

3. The diameter of recycled concrete materials shall not exceed 0.75 inches:

4. Recycled concrete materials shall not contain more than five percent deleterious material:

5. The diameter of any glass contained in such recycled concrete materials shall not exceed 0.375

inches; and

6. Recycled asphalt shall not exceed five percent of the total weight of recycled concrete materials.

§ 9. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment.
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