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By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Cabrera, Chin, Dromm, Ferreras, Gonzalez, Jackson, James, Lander,
Mendez, Nelson, Van Bramer, Vann, Williams, Vacca, Barron, Brewer, Rodriguez, Koppell and Levin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department
of Homeless Services to report the results of its inspections of potential housing for the homeless.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. The Department of Homeless Services

(“DHS”) provides transitional housing of varying types and sizes to homeless individuals and families,

including: Tier II shelters for families; residences for adults; hotels; and cluster sites, which are temporary

transitional housing units located in buildings where lease holding tenants may also reside. Before utilizing

these types of housing as shelter, DHS conducts inspections to ensure that each location is adequate. Often,

however, community members and elected officials have information related to the safety of a location or a

location’s operator that may assist DHS in determining whether the location is an appropriate place to utilize as

shelter. DHS does not currently notify affected community boards and elected officials of the results of the

inspections and, as such, the public lacks an opportunity to voice concerns to DHS about the quality of DHS-

selected locations for transitional housing before final decisions are made by DHS. To ensure that homeless

individuals and families are temporarily housed safely and adequately, the Council finds that it is necessary to

require that DHS provide written notice of the results of its inspections to certain members of an affected

community before using a location as temporary shelter.

§2.  Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

section 21-316 to read as follows:
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§21-316.  Requirement to Notify the Community of Inspection Results.

a.  When the department conducts an inspection to determine whether a location is suitable to utilize as

transitional housing for eligible homeless families and individuals, the commissioner shall provide the results

of the inspection in writing as follows:

1. The notification shall be provided to the speaker of the council, to the council member in whose

district the transitional housing will be located, and to the community board for the community district in which

the transitional housing will be located; and

2. The notification shall include, but not be limited to, the address of the proposed transitional housing,

the number of people who will be housed, the name of the person or entity operating the transitional housing,

the name of any organization, whether for-profit or not-for-profit, that will be providing services to the

occupants of the transitional housing, the type of transitional housing, a description of the services that will be

provided, a list of any health, sanitation, safety and fire protection-related deficiencies that have not yet been

brought into compliance with applicable statutes, laws, rules and regulations, a description of any corrective

actions that the department is requiring, whether the department intends to utilize the location to house the

homeless, and when the department intends to utilize the location to house the homeless.

b. The notification shall be provided before the department enters into a contractual arrangement with

the proposed transitional housing provider or otherwise finalizes its decision to use a location as transitional

housing.

§2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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