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Res. No. 72

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to support
the provision of medication abortion on all college and university campuses in New York State.

By Council Members Cabán, Powers, Sanchez, Hanif, Avilés, Abreu, Brewer, Nurse, Schulman, Gutiérrez,
Farías, Williams and Hudson

Whereas, On June 24, 2022, the United States Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, eliminating the

protection of a woman’s right to abortion under the U.S. constitution; and

Whereas, Roe v. Wade, which was decided on January 22, 1973, was reversed by the Supreme Court’s

decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Woman’s Health Organization, thereby overturning five decades of judicial

precedent that honored a woman’s fundamental right to privacy, and effectively ending the ability for women to

control their own personal decisions about family planning; and

Whereas, According to the Guttmacher Institute, in the year following the Dobbs decision, abortion was

banned in Alabama, Arkansas, Idaho, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota,

Tennessee, Texas, and West Virginia; and

Whereas, Abortion is currently unavailable in North Dakota because its sole clinic moved to Minnesota,

and is also unavailable in Wisconsin due to ongoing legal challenges; and

Whereas, The states of Arizona, Florida, Georgia, and Utah continue to litigate the legality of abortion

bans under state law; and

Whereas, As near total bans on abortion in the states of Indiana, Wyoming, and Ohio have been blocked

by state courts, legal arguments about the terms of gestational bans continue to be ongoing; and

Whereas, While the states of Iowa, Montana, and Nebraska narrowly failed to pass total bans on
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abortion, state legislators are reportedly likely to try again to pass bans in the 2023 legislative session; and

Whereas, In May 2023, Governor Kathy Hochul signed into law legislation ensuring all public colleges

and universities in the State University of New York (SUNY) and City University of New York (CUNY)

campuses offer access to medication abortion; and

Whereas, In June of 2023, Governor Hochul signed a bill expanding medication abortion access by

protecting doctors who prescribe and provide abortion medications to patients living outside New York state;

and

Whereas, The private New York University (NYU) announced medication abortion will be fully covered

by NYU insurance beginning in the fall 2023 semester when its Health Center will begin to dispense

mifepristone, the safe and commonly used abortion medication drug approved by the FDA nearly 20 years ago;

and

Whereas, In direct response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, the private

New York City women’s college, Barnard College, will ensure access for its students to medication abortion

pills in the fall of 2023; and

Whereas, The U.S. Census Bureau 2020 estimates the female population of New York City to be 4,382

million, constituting 52 percent of the 8,468 million New Yorkers who live in the five boroughs of the City; and

Whereas, According to the College Simply website, there are 149 private colleges and universities in

New York state that enrolled 627,764 students in 2022; and

Whereas, According to the Educational Data Initiative, women continue to outnumber men in college

enrollment and graduations in New York City and account for nearly 60 percent of all college admissions; and

Whereas, Governor Hochul stated “as anti-choice extremists and judges continue to roll back abortion

rights across the country, we are fighting back here in New York”; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon on the New York State Legislature to

pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to support the provision of medication abortion on all college and
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pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to support the provision of medication abortion on all college and

university campuses in New York State.
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