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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to defining First-
Amendment protected material for the purposes of general vending.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 20-452 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by

adding a new subsection i to read as follows:

i.  “First Amendment protected material”.  Items that may be vended without obtaining a general

vending license.  Protected material shall include:

1.   Written material, whether original or not;

2.   Objects or materials that are predominantly expressive in nature and whose utility is of secondary

importance, including, but not limited to, paintings, photographs, sculptures, and other visual art, whether

original or not.

§ 2.  Section 20-453 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to read:

License required.  It shall be unlawful for any individual to act as a general vendor without having first

obtained a license in accordance with the provisions of this subchapter, except that it shall be lawful for a

general vendor who hawks, peddles, sells or offers to sell, at retail, [only newspapers, periodicals, books

pamphlets or other similar written matter] First Amendment protected material, but no other items required to

be licensed by another other provision of this code, to vend such without obtaining a license therefore.

§3.  Section 20-473 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to read:

Exemptions for general vendors who exclusively vend [written matter] First Amendment protected
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material. General vendors who exclusively vend [written matter] First Amendment protected material are

exempt from the following provisions of this subchapter: sections 20-454, 20-455, 20-456, 20-457, 20-459, 20-

461, 20-462, 20-463 and 20-464; paragraph one of subdivision g of section 20-465; subdivision j of section 20-

465, except that nothing herein shall be construed to deprive the commissioner of the department of parks and

recreation of the authority to regulate the vending of [written matter] First Amendment protected material in a

manner consistent with the purpose of the parks and the declared legislative intent of this subchapter; section 20

-465.1 and any rules promulgated thereunder, except that on any street where both general vending is

prohibited pursuant to section 20-465.1 of this subchapter and any rules promulgated thereunder and food

vending is prohibited pursuant to section 20-465.1 of this subchapter and any rules promulgated thereunder or

pursuant to subdivision 1 of section 17-315 of this code, general vendors who exclusively vend [written matter]

First Amendment protected material shall not be permitted to vend with the use of any vehicle, pushcart or

stand; sections 20-466 and 20-467; subdivisions c and d of section 20-468; sections 20-469 and 20-470; and

subdivision a, and paragraph one of subdivision c of section 20-472.

§4.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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