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Int. No. 734

By Council Members Oddo, Ignizio, Avella, Comrie, Fidler, Jackson, James, Mendez, Recchia Jr., Vacca,
Vallone Jr., Weprin and Gerson

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the operation and
maintenance of privately owned sewers and pumping stations.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 24-508 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by
adding thereto new subdivisions f and g to read as follows:

f. For the purposes of this section, the term “sewer” shall include any pumping station constructed by

the owner of private property pursuant to plans approved by the department in accordance with subdivision a of

this section, irrespective of when such pumping station was constructed. Where a pumping station constructed

by a private property owner is connected to any sewer constructed by a private property owner but to which the

city has taken title in accordance with subdivision d of this section, the city shall be required to forthwith take

such actions as are necessary to acquire title to such pumping station.

§2. Chapter 5 of article 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a
new section 24-508.1 to read as follows:

§24-508.1 Private pumping stations a. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the

following meanings:

1. “Private pumping station” shall mean a privately owned, operated and maintained wastewater

collection facility used for the pumping of sanitary or stormwater runoff or combined sewage.

2. “Owner” shall mean any individual, firm, corporation, company, association, society, institution or
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any other legal entity that owns the property, appurtenances, and sewer easements on which a private pumping

station is located.

b. The owner of any private pumping station shall on the first of every month provide to the department

written proof that all charges for utility services related to the operation of such private pumping station have

been paid. The owner of such private pumping station shall also provide to the department an affidavit that

such private pumping station is in good working order. The department shall periodically inspect such

pumping station to determine if such pumping station is in good working order.

c. Should the owner fail to provide the documentation as required by subdivision b of this section for

two consecutive months, there shall be a presumption that such private pumping station is abandoned. The

department shall issue a written notice to the owner of such private pumping station within fifteen days of the

failure to comply with such subdivision, in which the department shall inform such owner that if such owner

did not provide the documentation required by such subdivision within fifteen days from the delivery of such

notice, the department shall take title to such private pumping station. Such notice shall be by personal delivery

to the last known address of an owner or through certified mail to such address, return receipt requested. For

purposes of this subdivision, if such notice is not provided through personal delivery to the last known address

of an owner, the fifteen day time period in this subdivision shall be deemed to commence five days after

mailing of such notice.

d. If the owner of such private pumping station has not provided the required documentation during

such fifteen day period, the private pumping station shall be deemed abandoned, and the department shall take

title to and possession of such pumping station, and shall thereafter operate and maintain such private pumping

station.

§3. The provisions of this local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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