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Int. No. 914

By Council Members Gioia, Felder, Comrie, Fidler, James, Koppell, Stewart and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the City’s purchase of
bottled water.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Statement of findings and purpose. The Council finds that action must be taken to address
the negative environmental impact of the bottled water industry. Manufacturing and supplying the plastic water
bottles that American consumers utilize requires the use of more than forty-seven million gallons of oil
annually. Moreover, billions of plastic water bottles find their way into New York State’s landfills, each
container requiring a thousand years to safely biodegrade. Recycling these containers requires massive
expenditures and the use of additional resources.

Local taxpayers spend millions of dollars annually to operate and maintain the City’s various water
treatment plants, ensuring that their drinking water is clean and safe for consumption. Accordingly, New York
City water consistently ranks high among municipal water supplies for its exceptional quality and taste.

Therefore, the Council finds that the detrimental environmental effects of discarded water containers,
as well as the unnecessary cost to taxpayers for the purchase of bottled or “spring” water for city employees,
warrants a prohibition against City departments procuring such items as long as a potable municipal water
supply exists.

§2. The administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 7 to

chapter 3 of title 6 to read as follows:
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SUBCHAPTER 7

Prohibition on Plastic Water Bottles and Certain Water Dispensers

§6-317 Plastic water bottles and certain water dispensers prohibited. a. To the extent practicable, each

city department and agency shall utilize the city’s municipal water supply for such department’s or agency’s

drinking water needs.

b. 1. No city department or agency shall procure, purchase or otherwise acquire single serving bottles

of water or water dispensers that utilize any water that does not come from the city’s municipal water supply,

unless the department of environmental protection determines pursuant to subdivision two below that utilizing

the city’s municipal water supply is not practicable.

2. Upon the request of any city department or agency, the department of environmental protection

shall evaluate the drinking water from such city department’s or agency’s municipal water supply and

determine whether utilizing such municipal water supply is practicable.

c. This section shall not apply to emergency procurements pursuant to section three hundred fifteen of

the charter.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into local law provided, however,
that prior to such effective date the commissioners of the relevant departments may promulgate rules or take
any other action necessary for implementation of this local law.
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