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Int. No. 799

By Council Members Vallone Jr., Comrie, Fidler, James, Koppell, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Seabrook and Stewart.

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the police
department to create and maintain a database of information collected after police contacts with emotionally
disturbed people.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. According to the New York City Police

Department (“NYPD”), there were more than 87,000 radio runs resulting from calls regarding “emotionally

disturbed people” in 2007. The NYPD Patrol Guide describes an emotionally disturbed person as a person who

appears to be mentally ill or temporarily deranged and is conducting themselves in a manner which a police

officer reasonably believes is likely to result in serious injury to himself or others. While these calls rarely

result in injury to the emotionally disturbed person, to members of the public or to the police, these calls are

highly sensitive in nature and routinely require the attention of the specially trained emergency services unit of

the NYPD. One aspect of the complexity of these calls is that the police know very little, if anything, about the

emotionally disturbed person, including whether or not he or she suffers from mental illness, has weapons, or is

prone to violence. Once the police have a situation under control and the emotionally disturbed person has been

taken into custody, if the individual has not broken the law, the officers will accompany the person to a hospital

facility in an ambulance and inform the hospital personnel of the circumstances which brought the person into

custody. The officer will then leave the individual in the care of the hospital and prepare an “aided report”

documenting the incident. If it is determined that the individual has committed a crime, then the person will be

placed under arrest but similarly will be escorted to the hospital in police custody, where he or she will be

examined and treated before entering the criminal justice system. However, while police are required to prepare
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examined and treated before entering the criminal justice system. However, while police are required to prepare

an “aided report” any time an emotionally disturbed person is escorted to a hospital, the information gathered in

that report may not be being put to its best use. Since the “aided report” is not automated and is not made part

of a database, it is not readily accessible to police responding to a future call involving the same individual.

Therefore, this local law seeks to require the creation of a database of pertinent information involving calls of

emotionally disturbed people which will be readily accessible to responding police personnel in the event they

know the name of the emotionally disturbed person or other identifying information such as the address of the

emotionally disturbed person or the location of the incident.

§2. Chapter 1 of title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by

adding a new section 14-152, to read as follows:

§14-152. Database of emotionally disturbed people in contact with the police.

a. Definitions.  As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

1. “Emotionally disturbed person” means a person who appears to be mentally ill or temporarily

deranged and is conducting himself or herself in a manner which a police officer reasonably believes is likely to

result in serious injury to himself or herself or others.

b. The commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of the department of health and mental

hygiene, shall promulgate rules establishing the creation of a database, to be created and maintained by the

department, which contains information regarding every incident involving an emotionally disturbed person in

which the emotionally disturbed person is transported to a hospital. The database shall include, at a minimum,

the name and address of the emotionally disturbed person and the nature of the incident. The database must be

created and maintained in a manner in which the information it contains can be shared with police responding

to calls involving an emotionally disturbed person.

§3.  This local law shall be effective immediately.
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