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Int. No. 554

By Council Members Vacca, Brewer, Foster, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Mealy, Nelson, Palma,
Seabrook, Vann, Weprin, Vallone Jr., Gerson, de Blasio, Dickens and Oddo

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to school bus safety.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 19-601 of chapter six of title nineteen of the administrative code of the city of New
York is amended to read as follows:
§19-601 Safety measures on school buses; declaration and findings. The council hereby finds that a

serious emergency exists as to the safety of [handicapped] children with disabilities transported to and from

schools in school buses [and other vehicles]. [Handicapped]Such school children have been grievously injured,
maimed and killed due to lack of seat belts and guards or [escorts]attendants on school buses. The council finds
that in order to prevent further tragedies [to our handicapped school children] the provisions of this section are
declared necessary and are designed to protect[,] the safety, health and general welfare or our school children.

The council further finds that the safety of all school children transported to and from schools in school

buses is of paramount concern. Recent allegations of abuse have called into question the adequacy of current

safety measures. The council finds that our City’s youth will be better protected from harmful conduct if

monitors and security cameras are required on school buses.

§2. Section 19-602 of chapter six of title nineteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is
amended to read as follows:

19-602 Seat belts. All school buses [or other motor vehicles] engaged in the business of transporting

[handicapped] children with disabilities to and from schools in the city shall be equipped with seat belts for
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each seat on such a bus, or other safety appliances prescribed by the national bureau of standards or other
authorized governmental agencies promulgating rules relating to auto safety.

§3. Subdivisions a and b of section 19-603 of chapter six of title nineteen of the administrative code of
the city of New York are amended to read as follows:

§ 19-603 [Escorts]School bus attendants and monitors. a. All school buses [and other motor vehicles]

transporting [handicapped] children with disabilities to and from school in the city shall be staffed, in addition

to the driver thereof, with an [escort]attendant who meets qualification and training requirements established

pursuant to regulations of the commissioner of the state department of education. It shall be the duty and

responsibility of such [escort]attendant to generally supervise and aid [the handicapped] children riding such
bus|;], to require each child to utilize a seat belt or other safety device and to escort the children on and off each
bus to an area of safety.

[b.] The driver of a bus transporting children to and from school in the city shall not proceed after
having halted such bus to take on or discharge a passenger until he or she has received assurance from the
[escort]attendant that the children are seated, have fastened the safety belt on the seat and that it is otherwise
safe to proceed.

b. All school buses transporting children to and from school in the city that do not have to meet the

requirements of subdivision a of this section shall be staffed, in addition to the driver thereof, with a monitor

who meets qualification and training requirements established pursuant to regulations of the commissioner of

the state department of education. It shall be the duty and responsibility of such monitor to supervise such

children and to assist such children on and off each bus to an area of safety.

§4. Section 19-604 of chapter six of title nineteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended to read as follows:

19-604 Dual opening doors. All school buses transporting [handicapped] children with disabilities in the

city, after September first, nineteen hundred seventy-five, shall be equipped with dual opening doors so that
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said doors shall open from no less than two sides of the motor vehilcle.
§5. Section 19-607 if of chapter six of title nineteen of the administrative code of the city of New York
1s renumbered as section 19-608, and new section 19-607 is added to read as follows:

§ 19-608 Security cameras. a. All school buses transporting children to and from school in the city must

be equipped with security cameras approved by the chancellor of the department of education in consultation

with the police department.

1. Such cameras must be in continuous operation while any such bus is transporting any child to and

from school.

2.The department of education shall ensure the proper maintenance of such cameras and shall ensure

that the recordings of such cameras are (i) indexed by dates and times, (ii) preserved for a minimum of sixt

days and (iii) stored in a locked receptacle located in a controlled access area to which only authorized

personnel have access.

3. The department of education shall ensure that recordings of cameras pursuant to this section shall be

made available promptly upon request to government agencies acting in furtherance of a criminal investigation

or a civil or administrative law enforcement purposes and shall not be disseminated for any other purpose.

§6. This local law shall take effect immediately and shall be fully implemented by September 1, 2008.
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