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Int. No. 263

By Council Members Avella, Jackson, Reyna, Oddo, Brewer, Gentile, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Stewart,
Weprin and Dickens

A Local Law to amend the charter of the City of New York, in relation to expanding the membership of the
Board of Standards and Appeals to thirteen members, with the eight additional members to be appointed, one
each, by the borough presidents, Public Advocate, Comptroller and City Council.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Declaration of legislative findings and intent.  Prior to the 1991 Charter Revision and

elimination of the Board of Estimate, zoning and special permit decisions made by the Board of Standards and

Appeals (“BSA”) could be reviewed by the Board of Estimate, comprised of city-wide elected officials

including the Mayor, the President of the City Council, the Comptroller and the borough presidents.  The effect

of this review process was to ensure that the public’s voice was considered in this significant decision-making

process.  The Charter Revision did not continue the review authority of the Board of Estimate on zoning issues

and such authority was not vested in any other body of elected officials.  Thus the Mayor retains sole

appointment powers in the membership of the BSA.

This amendment to the Charter adds eight additional members to the BSA to be appointed by the other

major elected officials in city government, the borough presidents, Public Advocate, Comptroller and City

Council.  This change introduces a necessary check on the BSA’s authority and returns the public voice to the

decision-making process in the area of zoning.

§2.  Subdivision a of section 659 of the charter of the city of New York, as amended by local law 49 of

1991, is hereby amended to read as follows:

§659.  Constitution and apportionment.  a.  There shall be an independent board of standards and
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appeals located within the office of administrative trials and hearings. The board of standards and appeals shall

consist of [five] thirteen members to be termed commissioners, five to be appointed by the mayor, eight to be

appointed, one each, by the borough presidents, public advocate, comptroller and city council, each for a term

of six years.

§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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