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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to collaborative software
purchasing.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. The Council hereby finds and declares that it is
in the best interest of New York City that its agencies work with jurisdictions at all levels to deploy low-cost,
reusable software, using open standards, open protocols, as well as free/libre and open source software code
wherever possible to: pool resources in order to reduce costs and avoid duplicated effort; help make civic IT
expertise more cumulative and portable across jurisdictions, for civil servants, for citizens, and for vendors; and
permit the public to assist in identifying efficient solutions for government, promote innovative strategies for
social progress, and create economic opportunities.

Section 2. Chapter 1 of title six of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by
adding new sections 6-142 and 6-143 to read as follows:

§6-142. Civic Commons Collaborative Software Purchasing.

a. The mayor shall designate an agency to develop and implement a plan to coordinate with

jurisdictions outside of the city of new york regarding the procurement of software. Such plan shall include

specific steps the agency shall take to maximize cost savings from the shared purchase and use of software,

b. The agency that the mayor designates pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall publish such

plan on the city's website.

c. Not later than October first of each year, the agency that the mayor designates pursuant to
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subdivision a of this section shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the city council detailing the

city's efforts to effectuate such plan. Such report shall include an analysis of estimated cost savings to the city

resulting from the shared purchase and use of software.

§6-143. Civic Commons Portal.

a. Within one vyear of the effective date of this section and thereafter, the agency that the mayor

designates pursuant to subdivision a of section 6-142 of this chapter shall make available on the internet

accessible through a single web portal that is linked to nyc.gov or any successor website maintained by, or on

behalf of, the city of New York:

(1) Notices of software purchase solicitations by the city of New York and its agencies upon which

multiple agencies or jurisdictions outside the city of New York may seek to collaborate;

2) Civic Commons software source code in a version control repository of software purchased and used

by the city of New York and its agencies or by other jurisdictions with whom software was purchased

collaboratively; and

(3) Source code in a version control repository of software not purchased or used by the city of New

York or its agencies that the designated agency determines may be used or improved upon by the city of New

York and its agencies.

b. If the designated agency cannot make all such Civic Commons software source code available on the

single web portal pursuant to subdivision a of this section, the agency shall report to the council which Civic

Commons software source code it is unable to make available, the reasons why it cannot do so and the date by

which the agency expects that such Civic Commons software source code will be available on the single web

portal.

c. Civic Commons software source code shall make use of appropriate technology to notify the public

of all updates.

d. Civic Commons software source code shall be updated as often as is necessary to preserve the
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integrity and usefulness of the Civic Commons software source code to the extent that the designated agency

regularly maintains or updates the Civic Commons software source code.

e. Civic Commons software source code shall be made available without any registration requirement,

license requirement or restrictions on their use provided that the designated agency may require a third party

providing to the public any Civic Commons software source code, or application utilizing the Civic Commons
software source code, to explicitly identify the source and version of the Civic Commons software source code,

and a description of any modifications made to the Civic Commons software source code. Registration

requirements, license requirements or restrictions as used in this section shall not include measures required to

ensure access to Civic Commons software source code, to protect the single web site housing public data sets

from unlawful abuse or attempts to damage or impair use of the web site, or to analyze the types of data being

used to improve service delivery.

f. Civic Commons software source code shall be accessible to external search capabilities.

§3. This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment into law, provided, however, that city
agencies, officers and employees, including but not limited to the city chief procurement officer, shall take such

actions as are necessary for its implementation prior to such effective date.
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