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Int. No. 654

By Council Members Lander, Brewer, Chin, Dromm, Fidler, James, Mendez, Van Bramer, Williams, Lappin
and Koo

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an interagency
task force on electric assisted bicycle safety.

Be It enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Findings and Intent. The City of New York is a unique urban environment and factors such
as limited parking, traffic congestion and the availability of public transportation discourage car use.
Consequently, many New Yorkers ride bicycles to work and other destinations. Bicyclists also ride for
recreation and to improve health and fitness. Bicycling reduces road congestion and motor vehicle related
pollution. The Council recognizes that the increase of bicycling in New York City creates health and
environmental benefits. The Council also recognizes that there has been a recent increase in the use of electric
assisted bicycles on the streets of the City of New York, especially by delivery personnel employed by

commercial establishments like restaurants and messenger services. The Council recognizes that a safe
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environment for bicyclists and pedestrians can prevent injuries and fatalities. The Council finds that by
establishing a mechanism for comprehensive review of the use of and the legal framework for electric assisted
bicycles, we will better understand how to improve the safety of pedestrians and riders and also encourage safe
bicycling practices with respect to electric assisted bicycles. Accordingly, the Council finds that a task force
dedicated to reviewing the trends and patterns of electric assisted bicycle use, creating ways to encourage safe
practices with respect to electric assisted bicycles and reviewing and proposing modifications to the legal
framework that regulates the use of electric assisted bicycles, is needed.

§2. Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-
187 to read as follows:

§19-187 Electric assisted bicycle safety task force. a. There shall be established an electric assisted

bicycle safety task force to examine the city’s transportation needs and plans with respect to electric assisted

bicycles. Such task force shall develop safety recommendations in light of the increased use of electric assisted

bicycles. Such recommendations shall include, but not be limited to, the creation of new rules and proposals for

new legislation regarding electric assisted bicycles; infrastructure components for lanes and parking regarding

electric assisted bicycles; and educational campaigns and other measures to promote lawful bicycling while

ensuring the safety of bicyclists and pedestrians.

b. Such task force shall consist of the commissioner of transportation, the chair of city planning, and the

commissioner of parks and recreation, or the respective designee of such commissioner or chair. The mayor

shall appoint two additional members, including one transportation specialist and one bicycle use specialist.

The speaker of the city council shall appoint four additional members, including one transportation specialist

and one bicycle use specialist.

c. The task force shall invite the New York state department of motor vehicles, the New York state

department of transportation, and representatives of any other relevant state agency or state elected official, as

identified by the task force, to participate in the development of the task force report pursuant to subdivision f
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of this section.

d. Such task force shall serve for a term of one year. Any vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as

the original appointment.

e. All members of such task force shall serve without compensation, except that each member shall be

allowed actual and necessary expenses to be audited in the same manner as other city expenses.

f. Such task force shall meet at least five times a year and shall convene a public hearing in each of the

five boroughs. The commissioner of transportation shall serve as the chair of such task force and shall convene

the first meeting of such task force within ninety days after the effective date of the local law that added this

section. Such task force shall issue and submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the mayor and

the speaker of the city council no later than twelve months after the effective date of the local law that added

this section.

o. The task force shall terminate upon the issuance of its final report.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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