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By Council Members Fidler, Dickens, Gonzalez, James, Palma, Vann, Williams, Cabrera, Nelson, Vacca,
Halloran and Koo

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the appeals of rejections
of an application for a certificate of occupancy.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Article 118 of chapter one of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is
amended by adding a new section 28-118.1.1 to read as follows:

§28-118.1.1 Appeals of rejections of an application for a certificate of occupancy. (a) Upon the receipt

of a denial of any application for a certificate of occupancy, an applicant may appeal the rejection in writing

through the following process:

(1) the applicant may at any time after receipt of the rejection appeal to the chief inspector of the

borough in which the property which is the subject of the application is located. Upon submission of an appeal,
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the chief inspector shall have ten business days to rule on the appeal;

(2) if the appeal to the chief inspector results in the affirmance of the denial or any portion thereof, then

the applicant may appeal at any time after receipt of notice of such affirmance to the borough commissioner of

the borough in which the property which is the subject of the application is located. Upon submission of an

appeal, the borough commissioner shall have ten business days to rule on the appeal;

3) if the appeal to the borough commissioner results in the affirmance of the denial or any portion

thereof, then the applicant may appeal at any time after receipt of notice of such affirmance to a panel

consisting of each of the five borough commissioners, and the applicant shall indicate whether the applicant

wishes to have a hearing. The panel shall notify the applicant of the date of a hearing and provide the applicant

with an opportunity to submit supporting materials and to be heard on the date of the hearing. The panel shall

have twenty business days to hear and rule on the appeal:

(4) if the appeal to the panel results in the affirmance of the denial or any portion thereof, then the

applicant may further appeal at any time after receipt of notice of such affirmance to the commissioner, or his

or her designee. Upon submission of an appeal, the commissioner shall have twenty business days to rule on

the appeal.

(5) All denials of any application for a certificate of occupancy, as well as any appeals and decisions

concerning same, must be in writing.

(b) The department shall submit to the council two reports annually which shall contain the number of

appeals total and the number of appeals decided beyond the time frames described in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of

subdivision a of this section. One of the two annual reports shall be submitted to the council simultaneous with

the issuance of the mayor’s management report, and the other annual report shall be submitted simultaneous

with the issuance of the preliminary mayor’s management report. The reporting period for the report issued

simultaneous with the mayor’s management report shall be the most recently ended fiscal year, and the period

of reporting for the report issued simultaneous with the preliminary mayor’s management report shall be the
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first four months of the fiscal vear in which such report is issued.

(c) All decisions under paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of subdivision a of this section shall be published by the

department on its website within thirty business days of the decision and in a printed volume to be issued

annually.

(d). Each decision pursuant to this section that denies an application for a certificate of occupancy or

affirming any such denial, shall state with which laws of the city of New York or other relevant laws the

applicant is not in compliance, and the reasons why the applicant is not in compliance with such laws.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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