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Int. No. 229

By Council Members Recchia Jr., Brewer, Chin, Ferreras, Fidler, Gentile, Koppell, Koslowitz and Van Bramer

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to energy efficiency requirements for certain
capital projects.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subparagraph iii of paragraph 2 of subdivision b of section 224.1 of the New York city

charter is amended to read as follows:

(iii) Capital projects involving buildings classified in occupancy group G with an estimated construction

cost of 12 million dollars ($12,000,000) or more shall be designed and constructed to reduce energy cost by a

minimum of twenty percent (20%), as determined by the methodology prescribed in LEED energy and

atmosphere credit 1 or the New York state energy conservation code, whichever is more stringent. In addition to

such twenty percent (20%) reduction in energy cost, the design agency shall make investments in energy

efficiency that reduce energy cost by an additional [five percent (5%) if it finds that the payback on such

investment through savings in energy cost would not exceed seven years or, in the alternative, the design
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investment through savings in energy cost would not exceed seven years or, in the alternative, the design

agency shall make investments in energy efficiency that reduce energy cost by an additional] ten percent (10%)

if it finds that the payback on such [investment] investments through savings in energy cost would not exceed

seven years. If the payback for such investments would exceed seven years, then the design agency shall

instead make investments in energy efficiency that reduce energy cost by an additional five percent (5%) if the

design agency finds that the payback for such investments would not exceed seven years.

§2.  Section 224.1 of the New York city charter is amended to add a subdivision l to read as follows:

l. An annual report shall be prepared no later than September 1 of each year in accordance with the

procedure and format established by the department of design and construction. Such report shall include, but

shall not be limited to, a list and brief description, including square footage and total cost, of any capital project

subject to section 224.1 of the charter, completed during the preceding calendar year; the estimated level of

LEED certification such capital projects have achieved as determined by the design agency in accordance with

the LEED rating system or, if applicable, the level achieved, as certified by the United States green building

council; additional costs attributable to complying with the LEED green building rating system or any other

green building standard; an assessment of the health, environmental and energy-related benefits achieved in

comparison with a base-case code compliant project (including projected energy savings and reductions in peak

load, reductions in emissions, reductions in storm water runoff and potable water use); a summary of agency

findings related to additional investment in energy efficiency pursuant to subparagraphs (i), (ii), and (iii) of

paragraph two of subdivision b of section 224.1 of the charter, including any additional investment in energy

efficiency considered and the estimated payback time for such investment through savings in energy cost; and

the total value of capital allocations in each fiscal year, by city agency, of projects subject to, and exempted by

the mayor for each of paragraph one and subparagraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) of paragraph two of subdivision b,

paragraphs one and two of subdivision c and subdivision d of section 224.1 of the charter, as well as a list and

brief description, by agency, of such exempted projects, including square footage and project cost.
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§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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