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Int. No. 1039

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Felder, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Liu, Mealy, Nelson, Weprin,
Vacca and Gerson

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department
of Finance to post on its website in a user-friendly format the amount of water liens imposed upon real
property.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Legislative findings and intent.   The Council finds that by Local Law 68 of 2007, water lien

sales were reauthorized for properties with delinquent water and sewer charges provided the water and sewer

charges were delinquent for at least one year and equaled or exceeded $1,000.  The legislation included new

restrictions on the Commissioner’s authority to sell certain tax liens - restrictions that apply both to real

property tax liens (for certain senior citizen, disabled and low income homeowners in Class 1) and to water and

sewer liens (for any single family property in class 1 and for certain senior citizen, disabled and low income
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homeowners owning two or three-family property in Class 1).  To ensure fair treatment to property owners, the

local law included notice requirements and requirements concerning the advertising of lien sales.  The

advertisements are required to include a description, by block and lot or by such other identification as the

Commissioner of Finance may deem appropriate, of the property upon which the tax lien exists that is included

in the sale.

The Council further finds that notwithstanding the efforts undertaken to assure that property owners get

adequate notice, potential purchasers did not receive suitable notification and additional measures are needed to

facilitate fair notice to all.  Therefore the Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City residents to

require that the Department of Finance also post notice on its website of the properties subject to water and

sewer lien sales.

§2 Section 11-320 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

subdivision c-1 to read as follows:

(c-1). Water and sewer liens to be posted on the website. a. In addition to any other notice provided to a

property owner respecting the intention of the city of New York to sell a water and sewer lien, where a water

and sewer bill remains unpaid and exceeds one thousand dollars, subject to the restrictions on sales of tax liens,

the department shall also post notice that a property is subject to a water and sewer lien on its website no later

than thirty days after such lien is imposed.

§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law, except that the commissioner

of finance shall take such measures, including the promulgation of rules, as are necessary for its

implementation prior to such effective date.
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