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Int. No. 920

By Council Members Yassky, Comrie, Gerson, James, Stewart and Lappin.

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to licensing beekeepers.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by

adding a new subchapter 9 to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER 9: BEEKEEPER LICENSING LAW

§ 17-371 Definitions.

§ 17-372  License required.

§ 17-373  Application.

§ 17-374  Transferability.

§ 17-375  License issuance, renewal, suspension and revocation.

§ 17-376  Rules.

§ 17-377  Violations and penalties.

§ 17-371 Definitions. Whenever used in this subchapter, the term “bee” shall mean any solitary or social species of insect of

the superfamily apoidea, in the order hymenoptera, that is winged, hairy-bodied, contains multiple mouth organs that are used for
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the superfamily apoidea, in the order hymenoptera, that is winged, hairy-bodied, contains multiple mouth organs that are used for

gathering nectar and pollen and usually possesses a venomous apparatus or organ used for stinging; provided, however, that such term

shall not include any wasp, ant, ichneumon fly, sawfly or gall wasp.

§ 17-372 License required. No person shall sell or give to another person, possess, harbor or keep bees in the city of New

York unless such person is twenty-one years of age or older and licensed pursuant to this subchapter. Such license shall be valid for a

period of up to two years from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked or suspended by the commissioner.

§ 17-373 Application. An application for any license required pursuant to this subchapter shall be made on a form to be

provided by the commissioner and shall include, but not be limited to: (i) the name, address, telephone number and age of any

applicant; (ii) the purpose and intended use of such bees; (iii) the address and location where such bees will be kept; and (iv) a

detailed description of safety measures in place that the applicant intends to use for the protection of the public health.

§ 17-374 Transferability. Licenses issued pursuant to this subchapter shall not be transferable from person to person or from

the location for which it was originally issued.

§ 17-375 License issuance, renewal, suspension and revocation. In addition to any other powers of the commissioner, and not

in limitation thereof, the commissioner may, after due notice and opportunity to be heard, refuse to issue or renew any license

required pursuant to this subchapter and may suspend or revoke any such license if: (i) the person holding or applying for such license

has been found to have made a material false statement or concealed a material fact in connection with the filing of any application

pursuant to this subchapter; or (ii) for any reason that the commissioner deems necessary for the protection of the public’s health.

§ 17-376 Rules. The commissioner shall promulgate any rules as may be necessary for the purposes of implementing and

enforcing this subchapter.

§ 17-377 Violations and penalties. Any person who violates any provision of this subchapter or any rules promulgated

thereunder shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than five hundred dollars for each violation, to be recovered in a civil action or

in an administrative tribunal with jurisdiction; provided, however, that for a first such violation, the commissioner may issue a written

warning in lieu of such civil penalty.

§2. If any subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of the local law that added this subchapter is, for any reason,

declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed

severable and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the local law that added

this subchapter, which remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment, provided, however that the commissioner may promulgate

any necessary rules and take any other actions necessary for the timely implementation of this local law prior to such effective date.
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