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Res. No. 1222

Resolution calling upon the Mayor of the City of New York, the New York City Department of Transportation
and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to approve and institute a plan for the construction of a Trans-
Narrows Tunnel between the boroughs of Brooklyn and Staten Island for the purposes of connecting the Staten
Island railway to the New York City subway system.

By Council Members Fidler, Oddo, Ignizio Rivera, Comrie, DeBlasio, Recchia Jr., Felder, Arroyo, Eugene,
White Jr., Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Katz, Liu, Reyna, Gerson, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Palma, Sanders Jr.,
Seabrook, Stewart, Vacca, Weprin, Yassky, Gioia, Gennaro, Gentile and Dilan

Whereas, The construction of a Trans-Narrows Tunnel between the boroughs of Brooklyn and Staten

Island would connect the Staten Island railway to the New York City subway system; and

Whereas, According to the 2000 census, the percentage of residents who commute to work by car from

Staten Island exceeds that of all other boroughs; and
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Whereas, Residents of Staten Island currently have no direct access to the City’s subway system; and

Whereas, The concomitant air pollution created by exhaust from gasoline engines is currently an

obtrusive, unhealthy part of almost every Staten Island resident’s commute to work; and

Whereas, It is impossible to estimate how many Staten Islanders would opt to commute to work by

subway instead of automobile if given the opportunity to do so, thereby, reducing air pollution and asthma

rates, and reducing congestion on Staten Island’s roads, the Verrazano Narrows Bridge, many arterial roads

entering Manhattan and in the Central Business District itself; and

Whereas, According to an article in the June 17, 2007 Staten Island Advance, the Trans-Narrows Tunnel

was first proposed in 1912, with construction started and aborted in the 1920’s, and is now clearly an overdue

promise to the City’s fastest growing borough; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Mayor of the City of New York, the

New York City Department of Transportation and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to approve and

institute a plan for the construction of a Trans-Narrows Tunnel between the boroughs of Brooklyn and Staten

Island for the purposes of connecting the Staten Island railway to the New York City subway system.
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