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By Council Members Comrie, Fidler, Gentile, James, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Vacca, Mendez, Avella, de Blasio,
Gerson and Oddo

A Local Law to amend the administrative of the city of New York, in relation to eliminating self-certification of
plans submitted to the department of buildings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 26-208 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as
follows:

§26-208 Approval of Plans. [Whenever| Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary,

whenever plans are required to be filed in connection with an application for a permit, as provided in the

building code, all such plans shall be [approved by] subject to an examination and approval by qualified
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personnel of the department under the direction of the commissioner prior to the commencement of any work

thereunder. All plans and all applications for approval thereof, shall comply with the requirements of the
building code, subject to such exceptions and exemptions as may be therein provided; and all elevations on
plans shall be referred to the United States coast and geodetic survey mean sea level datum of nineteen hundred

twenty-nine, which is hereby established as the city datum. The qualified personnel employed by the

department for the examination of plans shall be qualified engineers or architects experienced in building

construction and design.

§2. Section 27-143 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§27-143 Examination of application and plans. [All] Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the

contrary, all applications for approval of plans and all plans submitted in connection therewith, and any
amendments thereto, shall be numbered, docketed and examined promptly after their submission. The

examination shall be made by qualified personnel of the department under the direction of the commissioner for

compliance with the provisions of this code and other applicable laws and [regulations. The commissioner may

at his or her discretion, when the application is submitted by an architect or an engineer, designate portions of

the examination for limited supervisory check] rules. The qualified personnel employed by the department for
examination of plans shall be qualified engineers or architects experienced in building construction and design.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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