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Int. No. 283

By Council Members Weprin, Fidler, Jackson, Katz, Monserrate, Quinn and Stewart

A Local Law to amend the charter of the city of New York, in relation to allowing New York City police
officers to hold elected public office, subject to the discretion of the police commissioner.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section one.  Legislative Findings and Intent.

Charter section 1129 currently prohibits New York City police officers from accepting “any additional

place of public trust or civil emolument,” except as a community board or school board member.  Charter

Section 1130, on the other hand, allows New York City firefighters to accept such positions, provided the fire

commissioner determines that such position does not interfere with the firefighter’s duties.

Charter Section 1129, in effect, prohibits police officers from serving in important community

organizations and positions, such as, for example, volunteer Fire District Fire Commissioner or library trustee.

Numerous police officers volunteer in local fire districts and other important community organizations, and
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these officers should be permitted to improve the quality of life in their communities by taking on additional

places of public trust.

§2.  Section 1129 of the charter of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§1129. Members of police department; [no other office] elective office. [Any police commissioner

or any member of the police force who shall accept any additional place of public trust or civil emolument

except as a member of a community board, or who shall during his or her term of office be nominated for any

office elective by the people, except a member of the police force appointed, nominated or elected to a board of

education outside of the city of New York, and shall not, within ten days succeeding same, decline the said

nomination, shall be deemed thereby to have resigned his or her commission and to have vacated his or her

office, and all votes cast at any election for any person holding the office of police commissioner, or within

thirty days after he or she shall have resigned such office, shall be void.

The foregoing provisions shall not apply to any member of the police force who, with the written

authorization of the mayor, shall accept any additional place of public trust or civil emolument while on leave

of absence without pay from the department.]

Any member of the police force may accept any additional place of public trust or civil emolument or

may be elected to public office provided, however, that if the police commissioner determines that serving in

such capacity interferes with such officer’s performance as a member of the department, the commissioner may

require that such member be on a leave of absence without pay from the department during the time that such

member holds such office.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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