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Res. No. 1457

Resolution proclaiming May 6th, the 135th anniversary of President Chester Arthur signing the Chinese
Exclusion Act, as a Day of Inclusion in recognition of the harm caused by racially discriminatory immigration
measures and to honor the contributions of all immigrants and refugees who have enriched our communities.

By Council Members Chin, Koo, Menchaca, Dromm, Constantinides and Gentile

Whereas, The United States of America is a nation composed of immigrants and their descendants; and

Whereas, Just as immigration fuels today’s economy, 19th century immigration fueled post-

Revolutionary War growth in the United States of America; and

Whereas, Immigrants formed approximately a quarter of the Union Army during the Civil War, worked

the factories that drove the American Industrial Revolution, supplied the laborers to lay the transcontinental

railroad and helped settle the West; and

Whereas, Irish and Chinese immigrant labor provided the bulk of the workforce in the construction of
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the transcontinental railroad; and

Whereas, By 1868 over 12,000 Chinese immigrants were employed by the Central Pacific Railroad,

comprising nearly 80% of its workforce; and

Whereas, The company was impressed with the work ethic of Chinese workers and their willingness to

do dangerous work, including blasting paths for track in the Sierra Nevada mountains; and

Whereas, As the railroad was nearing completion Chinese laborers were instrumental in laying a record

ten miles of track in just twelve hours; and

Whereas, Despite these contributions, Chinese workers were paid less than other workers and were

often subject to discriminatory state laws, including California’s Chinese Police Tax, which was later declared

unconstitutional; and

Whereas, On May 6, 1882, President Chester Arthur signed the Chinese Exclusion Act, which was the

nation’s first law to prohibit immigration solely on the basis of ethnicity; and

Whereas, The Chinese Exclusion Act was based on racial hostility against Chinese, who were

characterized as “unassimilable” and were blamed for lowering wages, taking away jobs and endangering the

American way of life; and

Whereas, The Chinese Exclusion Act, which required extension every ten years, was renewed in 1892,

1902 and extended indefinitely in 1904, preventing Chinese laborers from entering the U.S. and denying

Chinese a pathway to citizenship for more than 60 years; and

Whereas, Subsequent legislation such as the 1892 Geary Act, which required all Chinese to register for

and carry Certificates of Residence or risk imprisonment and deportation, set a precedent for future

discriminatory registries of immigrants and descendants of immigrants; and

Whereas, The first legislative action to repeal the Chinese Exclusion Act was the Magnuson Act in

1943, during World War II, which removed the effects of the Exclusion Act on domestic Chinese residents, but

allowed only 105 Chinese immigrants per year; and
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Whereas, The Immigration Act of 1965 eliminated national origins immigration policies; and

Whereas, The U.S. Senate in 2011 and the U.S. House of Representatives in 2012 unanimously

expressed regret for the passage of Chinese Exclusion Laws and affirmed that the United States was founded on

the principle that all persons are created equal; and

Whereas, However on January 27, 2017 newly elected President Donald J. Trump signed an executive

order banning immigration from seven Muslim nations, including refugees from Syria, a country embroiled in

a devastating civil war; and

Whereas, The executive order and subsequent orders have been blocked in the courts thus far, but

President Trump stated in a recent interview, that he is “absolutely” considering proposals to break up the Ninth

Circuit Court of Appeals, where his executive orders have met challenge; and

Whereas, A bill, introduced by Senator Jeff Flake, would split off six states, currently in the Ninth

Circuit Court of Appeals, into a new Twelfth Circuit Court; and

Whereas, New York City remains a gateway to immigrants-over 37% of New York City’s population are

foreign-born, their economic activity accounts for about 32% of our Gross City Product and their diversity

drives our creativity; and

Whereas, Should the federal government forget its commitment to the preservation of civil rights and

constitutional protections for all people, as recent events and actions suggest, New York City will remain

steadfast; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York remembers May 6th, the 135th anniversary of

President Chester Arthur signing the Chinese Exclusion Act, as a Day of Inclusion in recognition of the harm

caused by racially discriminatory immigration measures and to honor the contributions of all immigrants and

refugees who have enriched our communities.
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