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Res. No. 585

Resolution calling upon Congress to pass and the President to sign legislation to implement President Barack
Obama’s “America’s College Promise” plan to make two years of community college free to anyone who
maintains a 2.5 GPA and calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign
legislation funding the State’s obligation under the plan.

By Council Members Barron, The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), Kallos, Williams, Crowley,
Vacca, Arroyo, Chin, Eugene, Gibson, Johnson, Richards, Rose, Vallone, Van Bramer, Rodriguez, Cohen,

Lander and Levin

Whereas, According to the Center on Education and the Workforce at Georgetown University, by 2020,
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an estimated 35 percent of jobs will require at least a bachelor’s degree and 30 percent will require some
college or an associate’s degree; and

Whereas, Community colleges have multiple missions directed at addressing the needs and interests of a
wide variety of constituencies which include general education towards an associate’s degree, transfer to a
baccalaureate program, occupational certificate programs, and workforce development; and

Whereas, In Fall 2013, approximately 40 percent of all undergraduate students were enrolled in public
two-year colleges, according to recent data by the United States Education Department, National Center for
Education Statistics; and

Whereas, According to the Pew Research Center, in 2013, 46 percent of all Latino college students were
enrolled in a public two-year college, as compared to 34 percent of the Black undergraduate population, 32
percent of the Asian undergraduate population and 30 percent of the White undergraduate population enrolled
in a public two-year college; and

Whereas, In New York City, the representation of students enrolled in a community college is
approximately 39 percent Latino, 28 percent Black, 16 percent Asian and 17 percent White; and

Whereas, President Barack Obama announced a proposal called “America’s College Promise,” to make
community colleges tuition-free for the first two years; and

Whereas, Under the plan, full-time and part-time students would be required to maintain a 2.5 grade
point average (GPA) and make consistent progress toward completion of a college degree; and

Whereas, The plan would be open to community colleges that offer credit toward a four-year degree at a
public institution or occupational training programs that offer certificates or degrees in high-demand fields; and

Whereas, The plan calls for an estimated $60 billion over ten years to help cover tuition and fees; and

Whereas, The federal government would cover three-quarters of the cost, and states that choose to
participate in the program would cover the remainder of the cost; and

Whereas, If all states participate, the program could save each full-time student an average of $3,800 a
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year; and

Whereas, As of Fall 2014, New York State residents who are enrolled full-time at community colleges at
the City University of New York (CUNY) pay $4,500 per year in tuition, therefore the President’s plan would
be highly beneficial to these students; and

Whereas, Under the plan, participating states are also required to “continue existing investments in
higher education, coordinate high schools, community colleges, and four-year institutions to reduce the need for
remediation and repeated courses, and allocate a significant portion of funding based on performance, not
enrollment alone”’; and

Whereas, Opponents of the plan argue that making community colleges tuition-free is unnecessary
because the average tuition for community colleges is an estimated $3,330 a year, and that community colleges
are made even more affordable to poor and working-class students through federal Pell Grants, according to
The New York Times; and

Whereas, According to the latest data by the National Center for Education Statistics, 41.9 percent of
dependent students enrolled in a two-year college come from households with incomes less than $20,000; and

Whereas, The plan would especially benefit students of color, including Black, Latino and Asian, many
of whom come from low-income households earning less than $20,000 as indicated by the National Center for
Education Statistics; and

Whereas, Almost half (46.8 percent) of students enrolled at CUNY community colleges come from
households with incomes less than $20,000, which exceeds the national level; and

Whereas, Although financial aid is available, low-income community college students are still
confronted with additional costs such as housing, food, books, transportation and other expenses that make it
very difficult for them to meet their financial obligations, which can often deter them from completing a college
degree; and

Whereas, Such costs are exacerbated for those students living in New York City, which is one of most
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expensive cities in the nation; and

Whereas, According to the Center for American Progress, community colleges have been
disproportionately impacted by state budget cuts in recent years, resulting in rising tuition costs, thus, limiting
educational and career opportunities for students; and

Whereas, It is important that all states, including New York State, participate in President Obama’s
America’s College Promise plan to make college more affordable and to educate a competitive workforce that
is vital to stimulating local economies in New York City, across the nation and globally; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon Congress to pass and the President to
sign legislation to implement President Obama’s “America’s College Promise” plan to make two years of
community college free to anyone who maintains a 2.5 GPA and calling upon the New York State Legislature to

pass and the Governor to sign legislation funding the State’s obligation under the plan.
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