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Res. No. 578

Resolution calling upon President Obama to expand upon Executive Order 13672 by requiring all federal
grantees to adopt pro-LGBT nondiscrimination policies and practices as a condition prior to receiving federal
grant funding.

By Council Members Torres, Chin, Cohen, Johnson, Mendez, Rodriguez, Rosenthal and Menchaca

Whereas, On July 21, 2014 President Obama signed Executive Order 13672; and

Whereas, Executive Order 13672 amended Executive Orders 11478 and 11246 to include sexual

orientation and gender identity in the category of persons protected against workplace discrimination from

employers who contract with federal government agencies; and

Whereas, Executive Order 13672 is not applicable to non-contracting recipients of federal grant

funding; and

Whereas, According to Grants.Gov, organizations eligible to apply for federal government grants

include government organizations, education organizations, public housing organizations, non-profit
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include government organizations, education organizations, public housing organizations, non-profit

organizations, for-profit organizations, small businesses, and individuals; and

Whereas, Unless Executive Order 13672 otherwise applies to a grantee, organizations that receive

federal grant funding are generally not explicitly prohibited by federal law from discriminating against

employees and grant beneficiaries on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity;

Whereas, According to the Williams Institute, approximately nine million Americans identify as LGBT;

and

Whereas, Studies demonstrate that 10% to 44% of LGB people and 52% to 78% of transgender people

have experienced discrimination or harassment in the workplace; and

Whereas, According to research done by the Williams Institute, organizations that rely heavily on

federal grant funding, such as youth mentoring providers and state and local law enforcement agencies, would

benefit from adopting policies prohibiting sexual orientation and gender identity;

Whereas, Prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity would further the

purposes of many federal grant programs;

Whereas, Federal grant funds should not support discrimination and violations of federal civil rights

laws;

Whereas, The passage of an executive order prohibiting federal grantees from discriminating on the

basis of sexual orientation or gender identity in employment, the provision of services, or in any manner in

connection with federal grant funding would guarantee a commitment on the part of the federal government to

inclusion and discouraging discrimination against LGBT individuals and their families; and

Whereas, It is of great importance to promote fairness and inclusion of all communities in the

workplace; now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon President Obama to take appropriate

action to prohibit federal grantees from discriminating on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity in
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connection with federal grant funding.
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