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Res. No. 2082

Resolution calling upon the Rent Guidelines Board to hold, annually, at least one public hearing in each of New
York City’s five boroughs to allow for public testimony from tenants in these communities before determining
the annual adjustment of rents.

By Council Members Eugene, Brewer, Chin, James, Koppell, Richards and Rose

Whereas, According to the 2011 Housing and Vacancy Survey (HVS), 74.9 percent of New York City’s
total housing units are located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island; and

Whereas, According to the 2011 HVS, approximately 45.4 percent of New York City’s total rental stock
is rent-stabilized; and

Whereas, Section 26-510(b) of the New York City Administrative Code authorizes the Rent Guidelines
Board (RGB) to determine the maximum level of annual rent adjustments for rent-stabilized apartments; and

Whereas, The RGB is required to hold one or more public hearings for the purpose of taking testimony
and collecting information before determining the annual adjustment of rents; and

Whereas, Since 2005 the RGB has traditionally held one public hearing in Manhattan and a second
public hearing in the Bronx, Brooklyn or Queens before determining the annual adjustment of rents; and
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Whereas, The RGB recently eliminated the second, outer-borough public hearing and held only one
public hearing, in Manhattan, before deciding the adjustment of rents for the period of October 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2014; and

Whereas, The voices of tenants of rent-stabilized apartments are critical to the RGB’s annual rent-
adjustment decision because any rent increase has a direct impact on their lives by affecting their housing cost
and spending allocations; and

Whereas, Holding a public hearing in each of New York City’s five boroughs would help ensure that
tenants of rent-stabilized apartments in all boroughs are heard by the RGB before it decides the annual
adjustment of rents; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Rent Guidelines Board to hold,
annually, at least one public hearing in each of New York City’s five boroughs to allow for public testimony
from tenants in these communities before determining the annual adjustment of rents.
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