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Int. No. 865

By Council Members Crowley, Koo, Koppell, Rose, Rodriguez, Koslowitz, Gonzalez, Nelson, Rivera, King,
Dromm, Van Bramer, Garodnick, Jackson, Comrie, Reyna, Vacca, Richards, Wills, Palma, Chin, Williams,
Mendez, Cabrera, Gentile, Arroyo, Dickens, Vann, Mark-Viverito and Halloran

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in
relation to requiring photoelectric smoke detectors in residential buildings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision b of section 27-981 of the administrative code of the city of New York is
amended to read as follows:
b. No device shall be deemed to be in compliance with the provisions of this article unless it is of either

the ionization chamber or photoelectric type, except that smoke detecting devices installed on or after January
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1, 2013 within occupancy group H-1, H-2, J-1, J-2, or J-3 shall be of the photoelectric type. Such devices shall

be in compliance with the requirements of reference standard RS 17-11 and shall be installed in a manner
consistent with the requirements of reference standard RS 17-12 except that devices within occupancy group J-
1 shall be installed pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner.

§2. Section 907.2.6 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:
907.2.6 Group I. A manual and automatic fire alarm system and an automatic fire detection system shall

be installed in Group I occupancies. An electrically supervised, automatic smoke detection system shall be

provided in waiting areas that are open to corridors. Smoke detectors installed on or after January 1, 2013 in

such occupancies shall be of the photoelectric type.

§3. Section 907.2.6.2.3 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:
907.2.6.2.3 Smoke detectors. An approved automatic smoke detection system shall be installed

throughout resident housing areas, including sleeping areas and contiguous day rooms, group activity spaces

and other common spaces normally accessible to residents. Smoke detectors installed on or after January 1,

2013 in such areas shall be of the photoelectric type.

Exceptions:

1. Other approved smoke detection arrangements providing equivalent protection including, but
not limited to, placing detectors in exhaust ducts from cells or behind protective guards listed for the purpose
are allowed when necessary to prevent damage or tampering.

2. Sleeping units in Use Conditions 2 and 3.

3. Smoke detectors are not required in sleeping units with four or fewer occupants in smoke
compartments that are equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system.

§4. Section 907.2.8.2 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:

907.2.8.2 Automatic fire alarm system. An automatic fire alarm system shall be installed in Group R-1

occupancies. In addition to the automatic fire alarm system requirements of Section 907.2, smoke detectors
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shall be installed in all public corridors serving dwelling units and in accordance with Section 907.2.8.3.

Smoke detectors installed on or after January 1, 2013 in such corridors shall be of the photoelectric type.

Exception: An automatic fire detection system is not required in buildings that do not have public
corridors serving dwelling units and each dwelling unit has a means of egress door opening directly to an
exterior exit access that leads directly to an exit.

§5. Section 907.2.8.3 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:

907.2.8.3 Smoke detectors within dwelling units. Smoke detectors and audible notification appliances
shall be installed in dwelling units and shall be annunciated by dwelling unit at a constantly attended location

from which the fire alarm system is capable of being manually activated. Smoke detectors installed on or after

January 1, 2013 in such units shall be of the photoelectric type. Smoke detectors are required in the following

areas:

1. In sleeping areas.

2. In every room in the path of the means of egress from the sleeping area to the door leading from
the dwelling unit.

3. In each story within the unit, including below-grade stories. For dwelling units with split levels
and without an intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm installed on the upper level shall
suffice for the adjacent lower level.

§6. Section 907.2.9 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:

907.2.9 Group R-2. An automatic fire alarm system without alarm notification appliances shall be
provided in accordance with this section in Group R-2 occupancies, other than student apartments, where such
occupancy satisfies any one of the following conditions:

1. Any dwelling unit is located three or more stories above the lowest level of exit discharge,
including dwelling units in penthouses of any area;

2. Any dwelling unit is located more than one story below the highest level of exit discharge of
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exits serving the dwelling unit; or

3. The building contains more than 16 dwelling units.

Actuation of smoke detectors shall not initiate a signal to alarm notification appliances. The activation
of any detector required by this section shall initiate a signal at a central station or a constantly attended
location. Smoke detectors shall be located as follows:

1. In each mechanical equipment, electrical, transformer, telephone equipment or similar room,
greater than 75 square feet (6.96 m?) in area.

2. In air distribution systems in accordance with Section 606 of the New York City Mechanical
Code.

3. In elevator machine rooms and in elevator lobbies.

Smoke detectors installed on or after January 1, 2013 in such areas shall be of the photoelectric type.

§7. Section 907.2.9.1.2 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:
907.2.9.1.2 Automatic fire alarm system. An automatic fire alarm system without alarm notification
appliances shall be installed in accordance with this section in Group R-2 student apartments and student

related uses. Smoke detectors installed on or after January 1, 2013 in such occupancies shall be of the

photoelectric type. The activation of any smoke detector required by this section shall initiate a signal at a
central station or a constantly attended location. Smoke detectors shall be located as follows:

1. In each mechanical equipment, electrical, transformer, telephone equipment or similar room, in
elevator machine rooms, and in elevator lobbies.

2. In air distribution systems in accordance with Section 606 of the New York City Mechanical
Code.

3. Throughout all public corridors serving student apartments and student related uses. Student
related uses shall include common spaces such as recreation rooms, lounges, dining rooms, laundry rooms, and

storage rooms. However, smoke detectors shall not be required in such public corridors in buildings containing
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fewer than 15 student apartments.

Exception: An automatic fire alarm system is not required in buildings not over two stories in height
where all individual dwelling units and contiguous attic and crawl spaces are separated from each other and
public or common areas by at least 1-hour fire barriers and each individual dwelling unit has an exit directly to
a public way, exit court or yard.

§8. Section 907.2.10.1.1 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:

907.2.10.1.1 Smoke alarms in Groups R-2, R-3, and I-1. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall
be installed and maintained in Groups R-2, R-3, and I-1, regardless of occupant load at all of the following
locations within a dwelling unit:

1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each room used for sleeping purposes within 15 feet (4572 mm)
from the door to such room.

2. In each room used for sleeping purposes.

3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including below-grade stories and penthouses of any area,
but not including crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. In dwellings or dwelling units with split levels and
without an intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm installed on the upper level shall
suffice for the adjacent lower level provided that the lower level is less than one full story below the upper
level.

Smoke alarms and detectors installed on or after January 1. 2013 shall be of the photoelectric type.

§9. Section 907.2.12.1 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:
907.2.12.1 Automatic fire detection. In addition to smoke detection otherwise required by this code,

smoke detectors shall be provided in accordance with this section. Smoke detectors installed on or after January

1, 2013 shall be of the photoelectric type. Smoke detectors shall be connected to an automatic fire alarm

system. The activation of any detector required by this section shall operate the emergency voice/alarm

communication system. Smoke detectors shall be located as follows:
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1. In each mechanical equipment, electrical, transformer, telephone equipment or similar room, in
elevator machine rooms and in elevator lobbies.

2. In air distribution systems in accordance with Section 606 of the New York City Mechanical
Code.

3. In Group R-1 occupancies a listed smoke detector is allowed to be used in each return air riser
carrying not more than 5,000 cfm (2.4 m3/s) and serving not more than 10 air inlet openings.

Exceptions for Group R-2 occupancies: In R-2 occupancies, the activation of smoke detectors shall
initiate a signal at a central station of a constantly attended location and shall not initiate a signal to an alarm
notification appliance.

§10. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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