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Int. No. 756

By Council Members Vann, Palma, Chin, Comrie, Dickens, James, Mendez, Williams, Rodriguez, Nelson,
Lander, Levin, Barron, Rose, Koppell, Mark-Viverito, Gonzalez, Garodnick, Van Bramer, Jackson and Wills.

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the reporting of
deficiencies in Department of Homeless Services adult and family shelters, and to repeal subdivision e of
section 21-312.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision e of §21-312 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby

REPEALED.

§2. Chapter three of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a

new section 21-316 to read as follows:

§21-316. Shelter deficiency reports.
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a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Adult” shall mean any person who is eighteen years of age or older;

(2) “Adult families” shall mean families comprised of adults and no children;

(3) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age;

(4) “DHS” shall mean the Department of Homeless Services;

(5) “DHS-administered facilities” shall mean city-administered facilities managed directly by DHS or

by a provider under contract or similar agreement with DHS;

(6) “DHS drop-in centers” shall mean city-administered facilities that provide single adults with hot

meals, showers, laundry facilities, clothing, medical care, recreational space, employment referrals and/or

housing placement services, but not overnight housing;

(7) “DHS faith-based beds” shall mean city-administered facilities that provide overnight housing to

individuals, are affiliated with one or more religious groups and receive client referrals through organizations

under contract with DHS;

(8) “DHS safe havens” shall mean city-administered facilities that provide low-threshold, harm-

reduction housing to chronic street homeless individuals, who are referred to such facilities through a DHS

outreach program, without the obligation of entering into other supportive and rehabilitative services in order to

reduce barriers to temporary housing;

(9) “DHS stabilization beds” shall mean city-administered facilities that provide a short-term housing

option for a chronic street homeless individual while such individual works with his/her outreach team to locate

a more permanent housing option;

(10) “DHS veterans shelters” shall mean city-administered facilities that provide short-term housing for

people who actively served in the United States military;

(11) “Families with children” shall mean families with adults and children, couples including at least

one pregnant woman, single pregnant women, or parents or grandparents with a pregnant individual; and
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(12) “Single adults” shall mean individuals without an accompanying adult or child.

b. Quarterly reports. The commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the council quarterly reports

summarizing the health, sanitation, safety and fire protection-related deficiencies identified in any inspection of

DHS-administered facilities housing (i) single adults, (ii) adult families, and (iii) families with children,

including but not limited to DHS drop-in centers, DHS faith-based centers, DHS safe havens, DHS stabilization

beds, and DHS veterans shelters, conducted by any state agency, including but not limited to the office of

temporary and disability assistance, the office of children and family services, and the New York state

department of health; and any city agency including, but not limited to, the New York city fire department, the

New York city department of health and mental hygiene, and the New York city department of buildings; any

other government agency; and any organization appointed by any court. The first such report shall be due thirty

business days following the calendar quarter ending March thirtieth, two thousand and twelve and all

subsequent reports shall be due thirty business days following the last day of each succeeding calendar quarter.

Such quarterly reports shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

1. a list of all deficiencies identified by any state, city or other inspecting government agencies or

organizations appointed by any court during the quarter which have not yet been brought into compliance with

applicable statutes, laws, rules and regulations and the date on which deficiencies previously reported to the

speaker of the council were brought into compliance;

2. a list of all deficiencies identified by the fire department in three or more consecutive inspections

which have not yet been brought into compliance with applicable statutes, laws, rules and regulations;

3. a copy of all court orders regarding health, sanitation, safety and fire protection-related deficiencies

issued during the quarter; and

4. a copy of all corrective action plans, and amendments thereto, regarding health, sanitation, safety and

fire protection-related deficiencies filed with any court during the quarter.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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