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Int. No. 931

By Council Members Vacca, Chin, Eugene, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Koo, Mark-Viverito, Nelson,
Recchia, Rose, Williams, Rodriguez and Halloran

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department
of environmental protection to notify the public of upcoming water board hearings, meetings and special
meetings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds it in the best interests of the City to require

that the Department of Environmental Protection post notices on all water bills of the dates of all upcoming

planned public hearings, meetings and special meetings with sufficient time to permit the public to attend and

create an email alert system for individuals who have expressed an interest in being rapidly notified of any

upcoming meetings.

§2. Subchapter 4 of chapter 3 of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended
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by adding a new section 24-367 to read as follows:

§24-367 Information about New York city water board public meetings. a. Information about any public

hearing, meeting or special meeting of the New York city water board, to the extent any such information is

known to the department, shall be included in the water bills issued by the department prior to such public

hearing or meeting or special meeting.

b. The department shall allow persons to subscribe to an email alert system that will provide information

and updates about any public hearing, meeting or special meeting of the New York city water board, to the

extent any such information is known to the department. The department shall send email notifications

regarding the board’s upcoming public hearings, meetings and special meetings to interested parties who

provide the department with an email address for this purpose. The department shall provide opportunities for

city residents to provide an email address to the department for this purpose and shall maintain a database of all

such email addresses. Each email notification shall consist of all pertinent information related to such

significant date and include links to the board's website to access relevant forms, materials and other additional

information, and shall, to the extent possible, be available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and any other

languages as the department determines to be necessary and appropriate.

c. The department shall provide opportunities for city residents to provide an email address through the

following means, provided that in all instances the department shall expressly state the purpose for which it is

collecting email addresses:

1. via the department’s website;

2. by collecting email addresses at public hearings and events and any other events or meetings the

department deems appropriate; and

3. by any other means as determined by the department that would facilitate the collection of email

addresses of prospective voters.

d. The department shall provide all email recipients the option to unsubscribe from receiving such email

notifications or to update an email address previously provided to the board. The department shall not remove
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notifications or to update an email address previously provided to the board. The department shall not remove

any email address from its database unless an email recipient unsubscribes, provides an updated email address,

or emails sent to an email address are not successfully transmitted for a period of one year.

e. The department shall not share, sell or otherwise disclose email addresses and other personal

information collected pursuant to this section without acquiring advance written permission from individuals

providing such information or unless ordered by a court of law.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment, except that the commissioner of

environmental protection shall take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the

promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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