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Res. No. 157

Resolution recognizing June 6 annually as D-Day Remembrance Day in the City of New York in honor of the
courage and sacrifice of the Allied soldiers on the Normandy beaches in France.

By Council Members Menin, Holden, Hanif, Gennaro and Ariola

Whereas, In the early hours of June 6, 1944, Operation Overlord began when American and British
paratroopers were dropped from more than 1,200 aircraft into Normandy behind German lines on a day that
would from that time forward be known as D-Day; and

Whereas, The largest naval attack ever mounted began at 5:30 a.m. when American and British
battleships, cruisers, and destroyers shelled German defensive positions at the Normandy beaches for 40
minutes; and

Whereas, Sunrise saw landing vessels depositing more than 150,000 American, British, Canadian, and

Free French soldiers onto five beaches along 50 miles of the Normandy coast, which was heavily defended by
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German soldiers and artillery; and

Whereas, American troops secured Utah Beach with paratroopers dropped behind enemy lines inland
and soldiers landing on the beach about a mile off course under the command of Brigadier General Theodore
Roosevelt, Jr.; and

Whereas, American troops secured Omaha Beach in the bloodiest battle of D-Day when only two of 29
amphibious tanks launched at sea actually reached the shore and thousands of soldiers met with fatal German
gunfire from fortified positions above the beach; and

Whereas, Omaha Beach became a much revered and celebrated Allied victory, thanks to Army Rangers,
who managed to scale the bluffs at Pointe du Hoc to disable the heavy artillery that rained bullets down on
American soldiers fighting their way up the bluffs from the beach; and

Whereas, British air strikes and warships weakened German forces and allowed the British to take
control of Gold Beach, the middle of the five beaches, before British soldiers pushed on to take back the village
of Arromanches; and

Whereas, After Juno Beach was the site of devastatingly heavy Canadian casualties for the first hour of
the battle, Canadian soldiers fought their way off the beach and then successfully progressed inland farther than
either the American or British troops that day; and

Whereas, After British and Canadian airborne troops landed behind enemy lines on the eastern front just
after midnight to take control of key bridges, British troops landed on Sword Beach at 7:25 a.m. and met strong
German resistance in the villages, but managed to hold the beach by day’s end; and

Whereas, Many Allied forces entered France after D-Day, including American soldiers’ Operation
Cobra, which concluded the Normandy campaign inland, and Operation Dragoon, which saw Americans land
on France’s Mediterranean coast in August; and

Whereas, On August 25, French and American forces finally liberated Paris, following more than four

years of Nazi occupation; and
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Whereas, Speaking at Pointe du Hoc atop the “unforgiving cliffs” on the 50th anniversary of D-Day,
President William J. Clinton said that “we stand on sacred soil” where “a miracle of liberation began” when
“democracy’s forces landed to end the enslavement of Europe”; and

Whereas, President Clinton called the soldiers who landed on the beaches “the tip of [a] spear the free
world had spent years sharpening, a spear they began on this morning in 1944 to plunge into the heart of the
Nazi empire”; and

Whereas, President Clinton recounted how the Army Rangers’ “mission was to scale these cliffs and
destroy the howitzers at the top that threatened every Allied solider and ship within miles,” how they “fired
grappling hooks onto the cliff tops,” how they “waded to shore” and “began to climb up on ropes slick with sea
and sand, up, as the Germans shot down and tried to cut [the] lines, up sometimes holding to the cliffs with
nothing but the knives [they] had and [their] own bare hands”; and

2 <¢

Whereas, President Clinton concluded that “the mission of freedom goes on,” “the battle continues,”
and the “ ‘longest day’ is not yet over”; and

Whereas, Speaking in Normandy on the 65th anniversary of D-Day, President Barack Obama noted that
the odds of D-Day’s success had not been good, given the many ways that Adolf Hitler had ordered the Atlantic
Wall fortified against an invasion, with heavy artillery on the cliffs, flooded lowlands, mines on the shore and in
the water, and more; and

Whereas, President Obama continued that, in spite of those odds, victory was won and that, D-Day was
a moment that led to all the Allied achievements which followed, or as President Lyndon B. Johnson once said,
“history and fate [met] at a single time in a single place to shape a turning point in man’s unending search for
freedom”; and

Whereas, President Obama concluded that “as we faced down the hardships and struggles of our time

and arrive at that hour for which we were born, we cannot help but draw strength from those moments in

history when the best among us were somehow able to swallow their fears and secure a beachhead on an
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unforgiving shore”; and

Whereas, In Proclamation 9319, President Obama declared June 6, 2014, as D-Day National
Remembrance Day, and noted that “D-Day dealt a significant blow to an ideology fueled by hate” and that it
“allowed America and our allies to secure a foothold in France, open a path to Berlin, and liberate a continent
from the grip of tyranny”; and

Whereas, President Obama in his proclamation called “upon all Americans to observe this day with
programs, ceremonies, and activities that honor those who fought and died so men and women they had never
met might know what it is to be free”; and

Whereas, The rows and rows of graves marked by white crosses and Stars of David of 9,386 Americans,
most of whom died on the Normandy beaches and in the ensuing campaign, are forever honored at the
Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial in Colleville-sur-Mer, on the site of the temporary cemetery
established by the U.S. First Army on June 8§, 1944; and

Whereas, June 6, 2024, marks the 80th anniversary of D-Day and all that it came to mean to free nations
in Europe; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes June 6 annually as D-Day
Remembrance Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and sacrifice of the Allied soldiers on the

Normandy beaches in France.
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